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CHRISTIANITY AND MATHEMATICS
AN ANALYSIS OF DIFFERING APPROACHES TO THEIR INTERRELATIONSHIP

INTRODUCTION

The last two decades have witnessed the growth of a rather
remarkable phenomenon: Christian mathematicians discussing the
integration of +their Christian faith with their mathematical

work. This cannot be a totally new turn of events - I'm sure
Christian mathematicians have always reflected on this issue %o
some extent - but the increased number of articles and talks

dealing with this matter in the past two decades makes me suspect
that there 1is a new spirit or current of thought at work,
particularly among Evangelical, Protestant Christians. Actually,
it would be more accurate to put this observation in the plural,
for the trend toward relating Christianity and mathematics is in
no way a movement with a single direction, as we will see.

Many people will be surprised to learn that there is any

resource material on this topic atis alil; regardless of
perspective; the rest will probably be surprised, as I was, to
discover just how much has been written. The .booklet

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CHRISTIANITY AND MATHEMATICS: 1910 - 1983, which
Gene Chase of Messiah College and I recently compiled and
annotated, contains some 300 items in this genre. The surprise
such a figure evokes from people is a good indication of the
degree of separation which has existed among Christian scholars
and students of mathematics. Less than ten years ago (1977), a
first conference was called to touch upon this issue in a
concerted manner. Under the leadership of Dr. Robert Brabenec of
the Wheaton College mathematics department, about 120 conferees
gathered +to0 discuss the possibility and contours of a Christian
perspective on the foundations of mathematics. Prior to the
conference Bob made available nine articles for people to study;
this list exhausted all the articles on the topic of Christianity
and mathematics known to the organizers at the time. Since then,
English speaking Christian mathematicians have been put in
closer contact with one another through a series of five
biennial Wheaton Conferences focusing on the general theme of
Christianity and mathematics. Our BIBLIOGRAPHY appeared in 1983,
giving those who wished to study the literature ready access to
articles and papers treating a wide range of topics from a
variety of perspectives. -

Communal awareness of the issues involved in relating
Christianity and mathematics has thus increased since 1977, but
one can hardly say that a consensus of opinion on the various
topics has been achieved. Coming together +to hear talks and
share ideas with one another and taking time to read and write
articles on this matter has greatly facilitated interaction
between Christian mathematicians, but a close analysis of the
literature reveals a great diversity, even divergence, in
approach, goals, and content.






