= | June 1991
The Magazine US $1.75/Canada $2.50

- @ HEROES
OF
AFRICAN

v % . 4 ' Y ¥ S
V , ¥ . 7 S > . A 2 U
A RN \ : ; V
. o ' (12 < I N\ 4 , 5
: S A Fo o f ! F |
i = A g >3 Y ¥ \ ; “ I{
: ” - { 5. X
A 7 Wo ; By : CA'“
£ €

' BASKETBA
I IN leVlBAB |

0 NEI.SON MANDELA




Youth!

Christopher B. Hughes editor
Anthony E. Peterson
Tracy S. Ritchie

assistant editor
secretary

Peggy L. Jennings
Adolf C. Lavin

designer
design supervisor

John P. Gilbert
Duane A. Ewers

interim executive editor of youth publications
editor of church school publications

Youth! Consulting Editors Youth! Teen Advisors
Rich Bimler Jill Baldwin
Brenda Boswell Sara Brallier
Angela Gay Kinkead Daniel Christian
Tom Salsgiver Heather Dove

Keith Sandow Deanna Miller
Mariellen Sawada Scott Nelson
Chris.Squa y Nathan Nieto
Ed Trimmer Heather Petty

Eric Robinson
Felisha Stallworth

The purpose of Youth! is to help teenagers
develop Christian identity and live the
Christian faith in their contemporary culture.

Q Graded Press

and
WELCH PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC.

June 1991 Number 10

The Magazine for Christian Youth! (ISSN 8756-4564): Published monthly by
Graded Press, a division of The United Methodist Publishing House, 201
8th Avenue South, P.O. Box 801, Nashville, Tennessee 37202. Second-
class postage paid at Nashville, Tennessee. Price: Bulk rates (minimum
10): $12 annually; $22.50 for 2 years. Single subscriptions to individual
address: $15 for 1 year; $25.50 for 2 years. Single copy: $1.75. Copyright ©
1991 by Graded Press. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The
Magazine for Christian Youth!, 201 8th Avenue South, P.O. Box 801,
Nashville, Tennessee 37202.

Volume 6

Canada

In Canada, The Magazine for Christian Youth! (ISSN 8756-4564 © 1991 by
Graded Press) by special arrangement with Graded Press is co-published
monthly by Welch Publishing Company, Inc., 960 The Gateway,
Burlington, Ontario L7L 5K7. Price: Single subscription to individual
address, $30.00 a year (12 issues); $2.50 single copy. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to Welch Publishing Company Inc., 960 The Gateway,
Burlington, Ontario L7L 5K7.

Scripture quotations in this publication, unless otherwise indicated, are
from the Good News Bible: The Bible in Today's English Version. Old
Testament: Copyright © American Bible Society 1976; New Testament:
Copyright © American Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976.

For permission to reproduce any material in this publication, call
615-749-6421, or write to Graded Press, Syndications—Permissions
Office, P.O. Box 801, Nashville, Tennessee 37202.

To order copies of this publication, use the convenient order
card in this issue.

Cover photo by FPG International
Cover design by Peggy L. Jennings

FROM THE EDITOR

Mirror, Mirror

What do you look like? Don’t look in a
mirror. Just shut your eyes and picture your
self. What are the details of your face? That's
hard to remember! You need a mirror to help
you see yourself clearly. The best mirrors are
perfectly smooth so they can reflect reality as
perfectly as possible.

If you don’t like what you see when you look in the mirror,
you've got a few choices. You can just walk away and forget
the whole thing. You can take the time to groom your face,
hair, and body into an image that pleases you. Or, you can take
your shoe and smash any mirror that dares show your real face
to you!

It’s silly to blame a mirror for the way you look. The mirror
is just doing what mirrors do. It feels good to like the person
you see in the mirror. Still, you may be challenged or
disappointed by what you see. You can deny, excuse, fix, or
accept what you see. But as long as you look in the mirror,
you're going to have to face the truth about yourself.

There are other mirrors besides the glass and silver kind.
Your friends reflect your moods back to you. Your goals reflect
your values. The music you choose is a mirror to your hopes
and dreams. At a magazine workshop, the leader said that a
magazine is like a mirror to the reader. He said that you will
stay with a magazine that reflects back to you the person you
are or want to be. If the magazine isn’t you, if you don’t see
yourself or what you hope to be in it, you'll put it down.

What about the mirror called The Magazine for Christian
Youth!? Do you see the person you are and hope to be when
you open it up and take a look? Does it reflect the life of a
growing committed Christian teenager? A good glass mirror
tells the glaring truth. Youth! seeks to tell the truth in a loving,
challenging, and hopeful way.

Look closely. For better or for worse, do you see any of your
own attitudes in the articles about apartheid and South Africa?
Do the Bible Breaks reflect your level of biblical knowledge?
What part of you comes into view as you respond to the record
reviews? When you look into the Youth! mirror you will be
comforted or challenged, excited or angered by what you see.
That depends a lot on what you expect to see and how much of
yourself you want the mirror to reflect.

In Christ’s love,

CAMS

Whoever listens to the word but does not put it into practice is like a
man who looks in a mirror and sees himself as he is. He takes a good
look at himself and then goes away and at once forgets what he looks
like. James 1:23-24



CONIERS

SPECIAL FEATURES
4 Basketball Spoken Here

Youth from Birmingham visit Zimbabwe to work. But they discover
a common language after the work’s all done.
by John Wesley Edwards

9 Heroes and Heroines of African Teens
Musicians, politicians, revolutionaries—African teens look up to the

same sort of people you do.
by Jill M. Humphries-Crabbe

14 Getting to Know Missionary Kids
North Americans in Nigeria live in two worlds. And . . . How do
Nigerians view North American teens?

by Wiebe Boer, Cynthia Boer, and Ruthie Koops

26 Music Out of Africa

World Music—Now you can find pop music from most anywhere.
Here’s our conversation about music from Africa that made it to
Music City.

by Chris Hughes and Tony Peterson

32 Who Is Nelson Mandela?

After 27 years in a South African prison, Mandela is released. Days
later he arrived in New York City. NYC teens reflect on that historic
visit.

compiled by N. Lynne Westfield

38 Sorting Out the Sides in South Africa
What exactly is the problem in South Africa? Why is change taking
so long? And why is there all the violence?
by Rev. T. P. Letsheieha, with Chris Hughes

REGULAR DEPARTMENTS

2 From You / 12 Bit by Bit /

17 Story Winner A Pang of Guilt

20 Bible Break / 22 Daily Bible Breaks
24 Youth Ask Barbara / 25 Furtree High
29 Meet . . . Marta / 30 Story Winner Picture Perfect
36 Good Earthkeeping / 42 Youth Groups of the
Month / 44 Express Mail

46 Story Winner A Wrestler’s Story

REVIEWS

Focus on Film

Flight of the Intruder, Not Without My Daughter, Once Around
Sound Advice

Harmony, Caron Wheeler, and the Neville Brothers

June 1991



by Wiebe Boer,
Cynthia Boer, and
Ruthie Koops
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Pirates of
Penzance—one

of our two plays
last year

We are missionary kids (MKs), living in Nigeria,
but don’t get the wrong impression. We are not
“holy rollers,” and we are not that different from
teenagers in North America. Our experiences as
MKs have simply made us more aware of what's
going on in the world; we tend to be conscious of
more than just our city, state, or country.

And since Nigeria is in Africa, pictures of mud
huts, jungles, exotic creatures, and loincloth-clad
“natives” swinging from vines might come to
mind. Yes, people living in the villages do live in
mud houses and there are rainforests in the south
of Nigeria. But there are no exotic creatures. There
are animals in the zoos and game parks, but they
aren’t exotic. And we have never seen anyone
wearing a loincloth or swinging on vines.

The main purpose of this article is to let North
American teenagers know how we live out here,
because to most teens, MKs are distant mysteries.

Our City, Jos

Jos is a city of about half a million people, and it
is located on a high plateau with an elevation of
close to one mile above sea level. It isn’t as modern
as cities in the West, but it certainly isn’t backwards
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either. You will find lots of industry, good roads,
cars, and other things needed in a city. You won't
find any shopping malls, but there are markets and
lots of stores in which, if you look hard, you could
probably find anything you wanted.

We (Wiebe and Cynthia) live in a four-bedroom
bungalow on the Mountain View Compound (liv-
ing quarters for missionaries of the Christian
Reformed Church), half a mile away from our
school, Hillcrest.

Our School, Hillcrest

Hillcrest is a big part of our lives out here. It is
where we spend most of our time, since most of
our close friends go there. The social life at Hill-
crest tends to create extremely strong relationships.
Outsiders and newcomers have often noticed this
and have said that friendships here are often much
more real than in North America. Probably the
main reason for this is that the Hillcrest community
is such a small
one. Our school
has around 450
kids from grades
1 to 12. These
students repre-
sent a large vari-
ety of countries
and a number of
religions.

The teachers
mostly come
from Europe and
North America,
but there are B
some Nigerians e > .
on the staff. The :
staff is provided
by the twelve
missionary orga-
nizations by and
for whom the
school was origi-
nally started. The
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Ruthie (bending
down) and Cynthia
(number 12) play
on the varsity
volleyball team at
Hillcrest Youth!




high school is made up of about 100 kids. Hillcrest classes earn money for putting on the junior/senior

is the only school of its type in Nigeria. So the com- banquet and for going on a trip at the end of the
munity is basically exclusively made up of Hill- senior year.
cresters. Since there aren’t any other schools There are a lot

around with kids like us, we're stuck with each ties at school. Ea
other all the time—before, during, and after school.
This forces us to deal with the people around
we get to be close friends.
The closeness also creates p
cal all over the world: gossi
one knows everyone else a
should know everyone else’s
tiring at times to hear silly rum
ably a problem with teenagers
hool play and a senior play.
Our other forms of recreation are somewhat lim-
ited. We only have two TV channels and no movie
theaters, and the driving age is 18. On weekends

Our Recreation [

Many North Americans ask us what we do for

fun. The school has a lot of functions that help cre- we often have parties, just like North American
ate community spirit. Each high school class is ones, but we really don’t have as much trouble
responsible for putting on carnivals, plays, videos, with drugs, sex, and alcohol as they do in N.A. We

craft sales, and banquets. Most functions help the listen to all the latest music; in fact we have a large

e



Just hangin at the Hill-
crest library

variety of music here because we get the latest
songs from Europe, Jamaica and Nigeria as well as
North America. And we watch videos. We show
them in the school’s video room or we rent recent
videos to show at home.

Of course there’s the occasional date. There isn’t
much informal dating here. If a guy and girl go on
a date, it is assumed that they’re going steady. Usu-
ally groups of friends are made up of guys and
girls, so we're not exactly unfamiliar with people of
the opposite sex.

Being an MK is a very special thing. We would
not give up our experiences of living in Nigeria.
MK’s learn to have a very broad view of the world
that God created, and we appreciate all the things
that we have that many people around us could
only dream of.

North American teens Wiebe Boer, Cynthia Boer, and Ruthie Koops have lived almost their
entire lives in Nigeria..



