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| 4 basic human instinct is the need to possess a sense of identity,
and the way in which this is satisfied is to belong to a group. Through
belonging to a group, which is something concrete, one's individuality
or sense of identity is publicly acknowledged. This need is a universal
phenomenon, but it is manifested differently in various societies. In
some societies, particularly the highly developed and homogeneous ones,
belonging to a group is based on such things as economic status, educatior

. al status, and profession. These groups constitute a cross-section of
society; and therefors these attachments are easily subornidated to the
political community. In other societies, particularly the less developed
and heterogeneous onos, belongir s L~ Tsually based on immediate ties such
as blood, tribe, race or locality. These attachments are stronger than
those found in highly developed and homogeneous societies in that they
are natural attachments. 4n individual is born into these attachments;

hence they have an innate coercivenecss. .
In the new African states, the process of modernization demands  that

these narrow loyalties give way to allegiance to the state. Unfortunately
most of these states, because they are economically underdeveloped, camnot
provide an effective and satisfying substitute for the peoples! narrow
loyalties. Some of them are politically too weak to inspire confidence,
and hence the effect of their demand for allegiance is to stimulate peoplc
to cling tenaciously to their immediate loyalties. Wherq formerly they mi:
have been taken for granted, now they are brought into a sharper focus., T
an individual the demand to suborfinate his familiar loyalties to a super-
imposed and alien civil order is a threat to his sense of identity and
security. Even worse, there is the fear that a generalized commitment to
the civil order may place him under the domination of another group,
_linguistic or ethnic. In some cases, an ethnic or cultural group may
regard itself as a self-contained social unit and hence a possibly substi-—
tute for the civil community. Thus, dissatisfaction arising from these
loyalties may threaten the territorial integrity of the state itseclf, with
demands for succession, irredentism or merger. In contrast, groups based
on such things as economic status or profession are not self-contained
social units because they constitute a cross-section of society,; and

cannot therefore set themselves up as nationss In thelr oXtrome momonts,;

they can threaten the political community with revolution, but they cannot
A major theme of this

undermine the iterritorial integrity of the state.
lecture is the persistence of tribal identification in Nigeria and the kind

of protective fears and tensions thercby generated.



Definition of Concept. ; !

The term fribalism in its broadest sence can be defined as the
somplex set of social relations, institutions and belief systems of any
sosial aggregate large or small., Tribalism sO defined can be regarded
either as a way of life or as loyalty to an ethnic group. The first
implies a cultural affiliation or a sharing of the particular tribal way
of 1ifes; the second simply asserts one's primordial attachment to a tribe
and usually implies a sense of belonging. Thug a person could adept almost
entirely a Western way of life, yet retain great love and loyalty to his
tribal group. Some of our Western-educated elites, for instance, have
lost some aspects of the traditional modes of behaviour and are becoming
increasingly Westernized. Yet this erosion of traditionality does not
necessarily entail a diminution of tribalism. It is tribalism as loyalty

to a particular tribe (not tribalism as a way of 1ife) that concerns us herc,

Tribalism as loyalty to an ethnic group has a pejorativé corinbtation‘
and is generally believed to be the greatest threat to nationalzuhity
in many of the new African states. The definition of tribalism given b&
one Nigerian politician and writer, Chief H,O. Davies is particularly

pertinent for our purpose here:

Tribalism is to make a fetish of one’s own tribe and to support members of
that tribe at all times whether they are right or wrong. It follows that the
tribalist is the fellow who sees nothing but good in his tribe’s people, who
supports, defends and encourages his tribesman even if he is palpably wrong,
who joins in a fight for no reason than that someone is fighting a member of
his tribe, who as a Minister, Board Chairman, or Manager, awarded jobs,
contracts or scholarships on the basis of tribal origin and not on merit,
efficiency or entitlement. Such a one is a tribalist. To him the highest slogan

is my tribe right or wrong.

By preventing popular recognition of the overricing national interes®
and by prompting an supporting an inglorious rat race for the so-called
national cake, tribalism so conce’~2d has been a major factor that impedes
the development of cohesive modern states in Black Africa. What is note-
worthy here is that predominant identification with one's tribe, accompanicd

by hostility to other tribes, has increased in Nigeria since independence.

Tribalism and National Unity

Nigeria is perhaps the most heterogeneous country in Africa. Estimates
of tribal and linquistic groups ranging :’rom 150 to 248 give some idea of
the country's diversity. This striking civersity is not only emphasized
by certain amount of physical separation, but is also sharpened ty great
differences in the rate and level of soci:l and economic development. Given

this high degree of heterogeneity, the com: ng of political independence was

bound to intensify tribal disctinctions and hostilities since it led to a
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