INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

By PROF. BENJAMIN B. WARFIELD, D.D,, LL.D.,
Of Princeton Theological Seminary,

It is fortunately no longer necessary formally to introduce Dr.
Kuyper to the American religious public. Quite a number of his
remarkable essays have appeared of late years in our periodicals,
These have borne such titles ag “ Calvinism in Art,” “ Calvinism the
Source and Pledge of Our Constitutional Liberties,” Calvinism and
Confessional Revision,” “ The Obliteration of Boundaries,” “ The
Antithesis between Symbolism and Revelation ”; and have appeared
in the pages of such publications as Christian Thoug ht, Bibliotheca
Sacra, The Presbyterian and Reformed Review—not, we may be sure,
without delighting their readers with the breadth of their treatment,
and the high and penetrating quality of their thought. The col-
umns of 7ke Christian Intelligencer have from time to time during
the last year been adorned with examples of Dr; Kuyper's practical
expositions of Scriptural truth; and now and again a brief but il-
luminating discussion of a topic of present interest has appeared in
the columns of Ve Independent. The appetite whetted by this taste
of good things has been partially gratified by the publication iy
English of two extended treatises from his hand—one discussing in
a singularly profound way the principles of “ The Encyclopedia of
Sacred Theology” (Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1898), and the other
expounding with the utmost breadth and forcefulness the funda-
mental principles of “ Calvinism " (The Fleming H. Revell Company,
1899). The latter volume consists of lectures delivered on “ The
L. P. Stone Foundation,” at Princeton Theological Seminary in the
autumn of 1898, and Dr. Kuyper's visit to America on this occasion
brought him into contact with mauy lovers of high ideas in Amer-
ica, and has left a sense of personal acquaintance with him on the
minds of multitudes who had the good fortune to meet him or to
hear his voice at that time. It is impossible for us to look longer
upon Dr. Kuyper as a stranger, needing an introduction to our fa-
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vorable notice, when he appe
now to be one of our own brophets to whose messa
certain right, and a new book from whos
Wwe would a new gift from our ne
care for our welfare, The book that is at present offered to the
American public does not indeed come fresh from his hands, It
has already been within the reach of his Dutch audience for more
than a decade (it was published in 1888). It is only recently, how-
ever, that Dr, Kuyper has come to belong to us also, and the pub-
lication of this book in English, we may hope, is only another step

ar friend charged in sense with

» “ sink himself into the
book "—without perceiving that it ig a very valuable gift which

comes to us in it from our newly found teacher., It is, as will be at

ve treatise on the Work of the Holy
which none can occupy the attention
of the Christian man, and yet one on which really comprehensive
treatises are comparatively rare. It ig €asy, to be sure, to exag-
gerate the significance of the latter fact. There never was a time,
of course, when Christians did not confes
Ghost; and there never was a time when ¢t

the inspiration of the Prophets and apostl
erating and sanctifying of the soul.

time w.cn, in the prosecution of its t
treasures of truth put in its charge in the Scriptural revelation, the
Church has not busied itself also with the investigation of the mys-
teries of the person and work of the Spirit; and especially has there
never been a time since that tremendous reviy.

es, but also in the regen-
Nor has there ever been a
ask of realizing mentally the

The subject
» the ramifications of it have appeared so far.

myne
SR

.

S R e S

B

SE

SRR

BY PROFESSOR WARFIELD XXVit

in i iate place in their completed
i ?a;te;;iolsr:ggzoé);:e t(l)) be written, they ha?/e
2 Wt:zemselves to a single segment of the great.cu'-
e have had treatises rather on, say, Regenefa'non.
= and thu's w Sanctification, on the Anointing of th?, Spirit, or
“J“ﬁﬁcan?n' OI;' the Spirit, or the Sealing of the Spirlt,'than on
o Intercesswn; irit as a whole. It would be a great mistake to
e p'l e of the Holy Spirit as neglected, 111ere1.y be-
= dOCtrmeferably presented under its several 1'ubr1c‘s or
7o pirn its entirety. How easily one may fall into
5 g ﬂfanf irly illustrated by certain criticisms that ?ave
L et adtz’ on the Westminster Confession of Faith—
been r?cently PaSS:‘:an (I;ocument was sure to be) very much a t.reat-
B (as. . Pu?the Spirit—as if it were deficient, in not‘ ha.vmgl;{i
g WO?: :.ll devoted to “the Holy Spirit énd Hlls Work.
i }3’ it does not give @ chapter to this subject, how-
= 5?13 i “:. };efers to give mine chapters to it; and when an
i becausec; lzo supply the fancied omission, it was found tha;:
e n;? t;at could be done was to present in the Propose
. er summary of the contents of these nine chap-
i Chla\‘:pteoruildm;:fe been more plausible, indeed, to 1say tha:{ t}:;
i b i i neglected the wor
g col:fes'?:l{nofogcl)ia:l?:\;letﬁler. g Similarly t.he lack in
Chﬁs't' " evenft el:r e number of comprehensive treatises on the
e hterature}? 1:=L Sp?rit is in part due to the richness of o‘ur ht:;j-
work. 5 th? . Kthe separate portions of that work severally. ' te
ture'm treahsefs E)r Kuyper’s book is, therefore, in part .due only ,0
s (;1 ha.s had the courage to attack and the gifts succedssl;
b lish a task which few have possess.ed the brea t
ﬁ.ﬂly : accolmpk or of powers to undertake. And itisno small gan
elt}éer fl:l’zz Zirvey the whole field of the work of the Holt}e"rslfgét
i i i so fertile, so sys A
i organi? u;nt?r,nlil:;er I;h:vfz;iazgleik upon it as brealfing 'en(;
it ad or e.ven say that it is the only worli of its klfl )
. (I)lev:ﬁgrv(\)lznc;n at least say that it brings together tn.c :]:,}':2:1;
S i ic wi stematizing genius §
e 7 thlsv g::;its tic;p;?itrxltah pa;:nsgtsrtating apprcciatif)n of its
i 'ra;ee’njlc?i rI:i;:Tlness of apprehension of its relations that is ex-
meanin

i i inating. . 3 ) .
cee?n'lglty llli:u:ll)servei that we have not said without qualification
tis to
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that the comparative rarity of such comprehensive treatises on the
work of the Holy Spirit as Dr. Kuyper's is due simply to the great-
ness and difficulty of the task. We have been careful to say that
it is only in part due to this cause. It is only in the circles to
which this English translation is presented, to say the truth, that
this remark is applicable at all. It is the happiness of the Re-
formed Christians of English speech that they are the heirs of what
must in all fairness be spoken of as an immense literature upon this
great topic; it may even be said: with some justice that the pecu-
liarity of their theological labor turns just on the diligence and
depth of their study of this Jocus, It is, it will be remembered, to
John Owen’s great “ Discourse Concerning the Holy Spirit” that
Dr. Kuyper points as hitherto the normartive treatise on the subject,
But John Owen'’s book did not stand alone in his day and genera-
tion, but was rather merely symptomatic of the engrossment of
the theological thought of the circle of which he was so great an
ornament in the investigation of this subject. Thomas Goodwin’s
treatise on “ The Work of the Holy Ghost in Our Salvation” is well
worthy of a place by its side; and it is only the truth to say that
Puritan thought was almost entirely occupied with loving study of
the work of the Holy Spirit, and found is highest expression in dog-
matico-practical expositions of the several aspects of it—of which
such treatises as those of Charnock and Swinnerton on Regeneration
are only the best-known examples among a multitude which have
fallen out of memory in the lapse of years. For a century and a
half afterward, indeed, this topic continued to form the hinge of
the theologizing of the English Nonconformists. Nor has it lost
its central position even yet in the minds of those who have the
best right to be looked upon as the successors of the Puritans,
There has been in some quarters some decay, to be sure, in sure-
ness of grasp and theological precision in the presentation of the
subject; but it is possible that a larger number of practical treat-
ises on some element or other of tne doctrine of the Spirit continue
to appear from the English press annually than on any other branch
of divinity, Among these, such books as Dr. A. J. Gordon’s “ The
Ministry of the Spirit,” Dr. J. E. Cumming's “ Through the Eternal
Spirit,” Principal H. C, G. Moule's “ Veni Creator,” Dr. Redford’s
“Vox Dei,” Dr. Robson’s “ The Holy Spirit, the Paraclete,” Dr.
Vaughan's “ The Gifts of the Holy Spirit "—to name only a few o
the most recent books—attain a high level of theological clarity
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and spiritual power; while, if we may be pemnittf:fi“t'o;];o(l;?ﬁc:(eo;;z
a few years, we may find in Dr. James Buchan‘an S I‘, e“ e,
Work of the Holy Spirit,” and in Dr. George 'Smeaton S ; e s
trine of the Holy Spirit,” two treatises covering the.whot'e griorit—
—the one in a more practical, the other in a more (31(1?0 ic fsph
in a manner worthy of the best traditions .of our Puritan zvxt 1e{:rsé
There has always been a copious stream of llt.erature o.n thehw orhe:.
the Holy Spirit, therefore, among the Engl15h-spc.aa.kmf,r ¢ urvcelt .
and Dr. Kuyper's book comes to us not as something o tatnzn Ofy;
but as a specially finely conceived and executed presentati
i ‘hich we are all thinking.
topl];uzntlreh;ase is not the same in all p'aT'ts of Chr.istendorgi Icfhv:rjc
lift our eyes from our own special condition and vmwhthe u;.\rS o
large, it is a very different spectacle that greets.t er'n.r tha.t e
sweep them down the history of th.e Church, we Fhscou}: .
topic of the work of the Holy Spirit was one vs"hx'ch only I;S -
date really emerged as the explicit stfu;lgr of nglrs:i;;lzlrecz oo
7 m over the whole extent o e mo : 5 ,
zz::ft;l; it is a topic which appeals even yet with ]11.:tle forlcteht:o;sry
large sections of the Church. The Poverty of Contmenta} Nog;;;
in this Jocus is, indeed, after all is said and done, depress;n%.* i
one or two little French books, by E. Guers and G. .Top;et:l, ; .
couple of formal studies of the New-Testament docrtrl'nf: o 11;3e;1p011t
by the Dutch writers Stemler and Thoden Van Velzen, tc: o
by The Hague Society—and we have bef(?re us almost‘ e i
li-st of the older books of our century which pretend in a:;}crem.gy
to cover the ground. Nor has very mu?h been don.e‘n;ore‘m“.tv -
to remedy the deficiency. The amazing theologica a‘c; so.f_mit-
latter-day Germany has, to be sure, not been a.l?le to }Z)ilbf ey
ful a theme entirely by; and her scholarls havte gl‘;en;;: 1:,\,0 pi
tific studies of sections of the Bib]ica' material. " ‘ .
significant of these appeared, 1nc.lle'ed, IGH-:iqSZ]:: é;iiv\;;i}:uf;_
rper’'s book—Gloel’s “ Der heilige Geist 1t Sk ;
zlggges Paulus,” and Gunkel's “ Die Wirk;ng;n d;siltxf:}lxgztl(.};z:iz
nach d. populdr. Anschauung der apostolischen Zeit ur i ;ame
aulus” (2d ed.. 1899); these have been followed in : e
:p;‘:lt 1;;uWeiexiel in a work called “ Die Wirkungen des Geistes und

* Guers' “Le Saint-Esprit: £tude Doctrinale et Pracltiqu;:;’ )(18:\5:1) ;’l]C:(.’

: 3 Holy Spirit in Man"” (E. T., 1882), 4 a
I's *The Work of the Holy Spirit in p I8 & '
zzz:iecsently * Le Saint-Esprit ; Cing Nouvelles Etudes Bibliques ” (1899)
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clesiastical, historical, and dogmatic sides. The history of his book
is exceedingly instructive and suggestive with respect to the topic itself.
He found the subject, as he approached it more closely, in a very
special degree a difficult one, chiefly on account of the manifoldness of the
conception. At first his results became ever more and more negative, A
controversy with the ‘friends of light’ of the time helped him forward.
Testium nubes magis juvant, guam luctferorum virorum importuna lu-
mina. But God, he says, led him to greater clearness: the doctrine of the

which the Holy Spirit oceupies in the development of the Word of God 1n the
Old and New Testaments, There was a feeling that came to him that we

special subject, of the whole domain of science in the corporate life of the
Church, is characteristic no less of the subject than of the man, It was not
given to him, however, to see the longed-for flood poured over the parched
fields, His exegetical ' foundation ' (chaps. i.-iii.) moves in the old tracks.

Phy, in spite of many remarkable flashes of insight into the Scriptures he
remained fixed in the intellectualistic and ethical mode of conceiving the
Holy Ghost, tho this was accompanied by many attempts to transcend

without any effort to bring to a Scriptural solution the burning question of
the personality or impersonality of the Spirit. The fourth chapter insti-
tutes a comparison between the Spirit of Christianity and that of heathen-

Holy Spirit in general, and then enters upon a hiétory of the doctrine,
which is carried, however, only through the earliest fathers, and breaks off
with a survey of the scanty harvest which the first age supplied to the suc-
ceeding epochs, in which the richest development of the doctrine took
place. Here the book closes, . . Bistiad

Thus the only worthy attempt German theology has made to pro-
duce a comprehensive treatise on the work of the Holy Ghost re-
mains a neglected #0750 till to-day.

It we will gather up the facts to which we have thus somewhat de-
sultorily called attention into a propositional statement, we shalj
find ourselves compelled to recognize that the doctrine of the Holy
Spirit was only slowly brought to the explicit consciousness of the
Church, and has even yet takena firm hold on the mind and con-
sciousness of only a small section of the Church. To be more spe-
cific, we shall need to note that the early Church busied itself with
the investigation within the limits of this Jocus of only the doctrine

* Compare the remarks of Dr, Smearon, op. cit.. ed. 2. P- 396.
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of the person of the Holy Ghost—His deity and personality-—.and of
His one function of inspirer of the prophets and apostles, .Vilhlle the
whole doctrine of the work of the Spirit at large is a gift to the
Church from the Reformation;* and we shall need to note further
that since its formulation by the Reformers this doctrine has taken
deep root and borne its full fruits only in the Reformed churches, and
among them in exact proportion to the loyalty of their adheren'ce
to, and the richness of their development of, the fundamental EEin-
ciples of the Reformed theology. Stated in its sharpest form this
is as much as to say that the developed doctrine of the work of the
Holy Spirit is an exclusively Reformation doctrine., and mo.re
particularly a Reformed doctrine, and more partlcfulafrly still
a Puritan doctrine. Wherever the fundamental principles .of
the Reformation have gone, it has gone; but it has come to its
full rights only among the Reformed churches, and among them
only where what we have been accustomed to call “the Second
Reformation” has deepened the spiritual life of the churches and
cast back the Christian with special poignancy of feeling upon the
grace of God alone as his sole dependence for szflv?tion a.nd all
the goods of this life and the life to come. Indeed, it is possible to
be more precise still. The doctrine of the work o.f the Ho?y
spirit is a gift from John Calvin to the Church of Christ. He did
not, of course, invent it. The whole of it lay spread out on t.he
pages of Scripture witha clearness and fulness of utterance Whlf:h
one would think would secure that even he who ran should read it;
and doubtless he who ran did read it, and it has fed the soul .of the
true believerin all ages. Accordingly hints of its appr'ehensu.:n are
found widely scattered in all Christian literature, and in particular
the germs of the doctrine are spread broadcast over the pages
of Augustine. Luther did not fail to lay hold upon Fherrf;
Zwingli shows time and again that he had them rl.chly in his
mind; they constituted, in very fact, one of the foundations of the

* For the epoch-making character of the Reforrpation in the histo:l}.r qf
this doctrine ¢/, also Nésgen, op. cit., p. 2. *“For its d.evelopmen.t‘, a 1\;1-
sion-line is provided simply and solely by the Reformat.xon, and this nnerehy
because at that time only was attention intensely directed to the right
mode of the application of salvation. ’I‘h.us were the problem§ of tk}x‘e
specially saving operation of the Holy Spirlt. of the manner of H;s \Z;:r -
ing in the congregation of believers cast into the foregro%md..and the e:.-
logical treatment of this dactrine made of ever-increasing importance
the Church of Christ,” ets.
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adequate expression; and it is through him and from him that they
have come to be the assured possession of the Church of Christ,
There is no phenomenon in doctrinal history more astonishing than
toe commonly entertained views as to the contribution made by
John Calvin to the development of Christian doctrine. Heis thought
of currently as the father of doctrines, such as that of predestination
and reprobation, of which he was the mere heir,—taking them as
wholes over from the hands of his great master Augustine., Mean-
while his real personal contributions to Christian doctrine are utterly
forgotten. These are of the richest kind and can not be enumer-
ated here. But it is germane to our present topic to note that
at their head stand three gifts of the first value to the Church'’s
thought and life, which we should by no means allow to pass from
our grateful memory, It is to John Calvin that we owe that broad
conception of the work of Christ which is expressed in the doc-
trine of His threefold office of Prophet, Priest, and King; he was
the first who presented the work of Christ under this schema, and
from him it was that it has Passed into a Christian commonplace,

It is to John Calvin that we owe the whole conception of a science 1

he Limself gave it a very rich statement, developing it especially
in the broad departments of “Common Grace"” * Regeneration,”
and “the Witness of the Spirit™; and it is, as we have seen, among
his spiritual descendants only that it has to this day received any
adequate attention in the churches. We must guard ourselves, of
course, from exaggeration in such a matter; the bare facts, when

sound of themselves sufficiently like an exaggeration.* But it is
simply true that these great topics received their first formulation
«¢ wie hands of John Calvin; and it is from him that the Church has
derived them, and to him that it owes its thanks for them,

*So, for example a careless reading of pp. 65-77 of Pannier’s “Le
Temoignage du Saint-Esprit ” gives the impression of exaggeration, where-
as it is merely the suppression of all minor matters to emphasize the saliont
facts that is responsible for this effect.
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And if we pause to ask why the formulation of the doctrine.ol

the work of the Spirit waited for the Reformatiorll and f_or Calvx.n,
and why the further working out of the dete}ils., of thl'S doctrine anq its
enrichment by the profound study of Christian Tmnds and medlte}-
tion of Christian hearts has come down from Calvin only to th'e Puri-
tans, and from the Puritans to their spiritual degcendants like the
Free Church teachers of the Disruption era and the Dutch contest-
ants for the treasures of the Reformed religion of our own day, the
reasons are not far to seek, There is, in the first p‘lace, a regular
order in the acquisition of doctrinal truth, inherent in tht;) n-ature of
the case, which therefore the Church was bound to follo\.v in its grad-
ual realization of the deposit of truth given it in the Scriptures; and
by virtue of this the Church could not successfully attack the task. ?f
assimilating and formulating the doctrine of the work of the Spirit
until the foundations had been laid firmly in a.clear grasp on yet
more fundamental doctrines. And there are, in the next place,
certain forms of doctrinal construction which ]ea?'e. 8O or only a
meager place for the work of the personal H.oly Spl.nt in the heart;
and in the presence of these constructions thls‘doctrmu, even where
in part apprehended and acknowledged, languishes and falls out of
the interest of men. The operation of the former ca‘u?e. ])ost.oncd
the development of the doctrine of the worl-‘: of the Spirit until the
way was prepared for it; and this preparation was complete -on]vy
at the Reformation. The operation of the seco.nd cause has ‘re-
tarded where it has not stifled the proper assimilation of the doctrine
in many parts of the Church until to-day. . .

To be more specific. The development of the doctrinal system
of Christianity in the apprehension of the Church has actually run
through—as it theoretically should have run throu‘gh—a regular
and logical course. First, attention was absorbed in »the Cf)ntem~

plation of the objective elements of the Christien} deposit, and
only afterward were the subjective elements taken. into fuller Con-.
sideration. First of all it was the Christian doctrine of Goc.i that
forced itself on the attention of men, and it was not until the
doctrine of the Trinity had been thoroughly assimilatcfi that at-
tention was vigorously attracted to the Christian doctrine of the
God-man; and again, it was not until the doctrine of the. Person
of Christ was thoroughly assimilated that attention was poignantly
attracted to the Christian doctrine of sin—man’s need and h‘elpless-
ness; and only after that had been wrought fully out again could
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attention turn to the objective provision to meet man's needs in
the work of Christ; and again, only after that to the subjective pro-
.wsxon to meet his needs in the work of the Spirit. This is the 1l)o
lcal order of development, and it is the actual order in which thg-
C%lurch has slowly and amid the throes of all sorts of conflicts. :
with the world and with its own slowness to believe all that th—
prophets have written—worked its way into the whole truth ree
vealeu L? iF in the Word. The order is, it will be observed, The:
;;logy, (,x'lrlstology., Ajnthropology (Hamartialogy), Impetration of
edemption, Application of Redemption; and in the nature of th
ease the' topics that fall under the rubric of the application oz
:edemp.tmn could not be solidly investigated until the basis had
seen laid for them in the assimilation of the preceding topics Vs
have connected the great names of Athanasius and his “;orthe
successors who fought out the Christological disputes, of Augusti i
and of Anselm, with the precedent stages of this de\;elo meg t mIe
was the leaders of the Reformation who were called on I'zo a:ild. tht
c'aps;um. to the structure by working out the facts as to the appli :
tion of rcdemption to the soul of man through the Holy ZP ilrciatl'
.Some F:lements of the doctrine of the Spirit are indeed im 125; d
in 4‘321.'1‘11&1‘ discussions. For example, the deity and personalitp f t;
Splrlt—tl?e’whole doctrine of His person—was a part of the d};:trin:
of the TT1n.1ty, and this accordingly became a topic for early debat
and. patristic literature is rich in discussions of it.,- The authorit e;
Scnpture- was fundamental to the whole doctrinal discussion . Od
the: (_ioctrme of the inspiration of the prophets and apostles b : i;
S_pm{: was therefore asserted from the beginning with great err}: h B
S818. .i lae determination of man's need in the Pelagian controvg .
much \Ya.s necessarily determined about * Grace,”—its necessit chy
pre‘vejmence, its efficacy, its indefectibility,—and in this muchy' e
fmtlc1pated of what was afterward to be more orderly devel i
in the_doctrine of the interior work of the Spirit; and };ccorfi'optl?d
there is m.uch in Augustine which preadumbrates the determin:;(".‘y .
of lat('zr times. But even in Augustine there is a vaguenes, 103
tenltatlveness in the treatment of these topics which advises . E:]
while the facts relatively to man and his needs and the methusdt i
God's work:ing upon him to salvation are firmly grasped theseos: 0
fact.s Telatively to the personal activities of the Spirit ;15 ret ( m'e
their full assimilation. Another step had yet to be ta}ke f‘W;“'
Church needed to wait yet for Anselir to set on foot the ﬁ:zz'l :iee-:

BY PROFESSOR WARFIELD XXXVit

termination of the doctrine of a vicarious atonement; and only
when time had been given for its assimilation, at length men'’s
-ninds were able to take the final step. Then Luther rose to pro-
claim justification by faith, and Calvin to set forth with his marvel-

ous balance the whole doctrine of the work of the Spirit in applying
salvation to the soul. In this matter, too, the fulness of the times
needed to be waited for; and when the fulness of the times came
the men were ready for their task and the Church was ready for
their work. And in this collocation we find a portion of the secret
of the immense upheaval of the Reformation.

Unfortunately, however, the Church was not ready in all its parts
alike for the new step in doctrinal development. This was, of
course, in the nature of the case: for the development of doctrine
takes place naturally in a matrix of old and hardened partial concep-
tions, and can make its way only by means of a conflict of opinion.
All Arians did not disappear immediately after the Council of Nice;
on the contrary, for an age they seemed destined to rule the Church.
The decree of Chalcedon did not at once quiet all Christological de-
bate, or do away with all Christological error. There were remain-
ders of Pelagianism that outlived Augustine; and indeed that after
the Synod of Orange began to make headway against the truth.
Anselm’s construction of the atonement only slowly worked its way
into the hearts of men. And so, when Calvin had for the first time for-
mulated the fuller and more precise doctrine of the work of the Spirit,
there were antagonistic forces in the world which crowded upon it
and curtailed its influence and clogged its advance in the apprehen-
sionof men. In general, these may be said to be two: the sacerdotal
tendency on the one hand and the libertarian tendency on the other.
The sacerdotal tendency was entrenched in the old Church; from
which the Reformers were extruded indeed by the very force of the
new leaven of their individualism of spirituallife. That Church was
therefore impervious to the newly formulated doctrine of the work
of the Spirit. To it the Church was the depository of grace, the sac-
raments were its indispensable vehicle, and the administration of it
lay in the hands of human agents. Wherever this sacramentarian-

ism went, in however small a measure, it tended so far to distract
men’s attention from the Spirit of God and to focus it on the media ot
His working; and wherever it has entrenched itself, there the study
of the work of the Spirit has accordingly more or less languished.
1t is easy indeed to say that the Spirit stands behind the sacraments
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and is operative in the sacraments; as a matter of fact, the sacra
ments tend, in all such cases, to absorb the attention, and the theo-
retical explanations of their efficacy as vested in the Spirit’s energy
tend to pass out of the vivid interest of men. The libertarian
tendency, on the other hand, was the nerve of the old semi-Pelagi-
anism which in Thomism and Tridentinism became in a modified
form the formal doctrine of the Church of Rome; and in various
forms it soon began to seep also into and to trouble the churches
of the Reformation—first the Lutheran and after that also the Re-
formed. To it, the will of man was in greater or less measure the
decisive factor in the subjective reception of salvation; and in pro-
portion as it was more or less developed or more or less fully ap-
plied, interest in the doctrine of the subjective work of the Spirit
languished, and in these circles too men's minds were to that degree
distracted from the study of the doctrine of the work of the Spirit,
and tended to focus themselves on the autocracy of the human will
and its native or renewed ability to obey God and seek and find com-
munion with Him. No doubt here tooitis easy to point to the func-
tion which is still allowed the Spirit, in most at least of the theo-
logical constructions on this basis. But the practical effect has been
that just in pProportion as the autocracy of the human will in salva-
tion has been emphasized, the interest in the internal work of the
Spirit has declined. When we take into consideration the wide-
spread influence that hag been attained even in the Protestant
world by these two antagonistic tendencies, we shall cease to wonder
atthe widespread neglect that has befallen the doctrine of the work of
the Spirit. And we shall have prosecuted our inquiry but a little
way before we become aware how entirely these facts account for
the phenomena before us: how completely it is true that interest in
the doctrine of the work of the Spirit has failed just in those regions
and just in those epochs in which either sacramentarian or libertarian
opinions nave ruled; and how true it is that engagement with this
doctrine has been intense only along the banks of that narrow
stream of religious life and thought the keynote of which has been
the soli Deo gloria in all its fulness of meaning, With this key
in hand the mysteries of the history of this doctrine in the Church
are at once solved for us. :
One of the chief claims to our attention which Dr. Kuyper's
book makes, therefore, is rooted in the fact that it is a product of a
great religious movement in the Dutch churches. This is not the
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place to give a history of that movement. We have all watched it

with the intensest interest, from the rise of the [ree E:hu:f:hes“;:
the union with them of the new element from the Do egn::l v
have lacked no proof that it was a movement of e);ce.pt 1:v.ou]dpbe
itual depth; but had there lack?d any such If)r.io ,hexart iy
supplied by the appearance of thls'book out 9 1'11 S mc.ditations
ever men are busying themselves ‘.Nu.h holy and ap?y St
on the Holy Ghost and His work, it is safe to say the . olus e
of a true spiritual life are laid, and the ‘structu.r.e of artxc }Ogers -
life is rising. The mere fact that a book of this charac t:It glrs
self as one of the products of this n;lo;r.e;me?tﬂa:)t:;cltts;:sd ?ts éepth
nature of the work itself—its solidity of th ar
:Jlgeslpiritual appx‘ehension—brigl';lte;s'tou;ic})lpessziytl;esrf;;;izl?;
the churches in which it has had its . . i
i ch provides a soil in which a literature of the Spi
::riliigv\(l:.hu’i‘herz are some who will miss in :h'e book wlhaéi{t::z
are accustomed to call “scientific” cha}-acter; 1ft }llas n:m: ol
tainly of scientific exactitude of conception, and. i 1t'hs.ch il
to lack “scientific” form, it assured.ly txas a quality w : 1,C i
than anything that evena * sclzientxf’;c fc})zx;oics)ulliai\ i;d-;t -
religious book. Itis the product o e e “' el
3 religious contemplation of the great t;?.c S0 :
tSr;rirte’:sici;;rLOinag. Mt.y it bring to all, into whose l-'Aa'nds it cflix:l: 1)ts'
way in this fresh vehicle of a new language, an a]zdtnhg :an Llfr(}i
sense of rest on and in God the Holy Ghost, the Au c'>
of all life, to whom in our heart of hearts we may pray:
“ Veni, Crealor Spiritus,
Spiritus recrealor, ]
Tu deus, tu datus calitus,
Tu donwm, tu donator.”

PriNcETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY,
April 23, 1900.
* Thus Bevefsluis, op. cit., speaks of it as Dr. Kuyper's bl:‘llky booif:
hich ‘“has no scientific value,” tho it is full of fine passages andg
w .
treats the subject in a many-sided way.



