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Like the first gleam of dawn: 
reformational studies -

a B. J. van der Walt reader 

serves both as an introduction to the writings of the South African 
Christian philosopher Bennie van der Walt and as an introduction 
to Reformational Philosophy. 

The book comprises an introduction and bibliography by Steve 
Bishop and five sections dealing with the sixteenth-century 
Reformation, Reformational Philosophy, Africa, Christian 
scholarship and Applied Philosophy. 

The book looks at the tools provided by Reformational Philosophy, 
philosophy done in the light of the inscripturated word, the 
incarnated word, and the creational word of God. This 
distinctively Christian approach is then applied to diverse topics 
such as culture and development in Africa, globalization, sport, 
friendship and economics. This is testimony to the breadth and 
depth of Bennie van der Walt's work and to the 

comprehensiveness of Reformational Philosophy. 

Bennie van der Walt studied Theology and 
Philosophy at the Potchefstroom University for 

Christian Higher Education and the Free 
University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands. He 

holds a ThB in Theology and a doctor's degree in 
Philosophy. From 1970 - 1974 he was senior 
lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Fort 

Hare; from 1975 tot 1999 director of the Institute 
for Refomational Studies at the Potchefstroom 
University for Christian Higher Education and 

since 1980 he was also professor in Philosophy 
at the same universiry. He retired in 2002. He was 
awarded the Stals Prize for Philosophy in 2010. 


