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ABOUT THE BOOK 

Regrettably there is still - in spite of modern communications - a serious lack of 

insight into the socio-economic-political situation of our continent. This applies to 

both outsiders and Africans themselves. The aim of this book is twofold: to 

understand Africa better and to offer some insights as to how it can be rebuilt. 

Because of their fundamental nature the focus of the author is on African and 

Western culture, worldview and religion. As Africa, because of increasing 

globalisation, can no longer be isolated from the rest of the world, there is a need for 

Africans to grasp what Western culture is about and for the West to understand 

Africa at a much deeper level. The book, therefore, offers compulsory reading for 

everyone who wants to communicate effectively cross-culturally. 

In his preface Desmond M. Tutu, archbishop emeritus, has the following to say 

about the book: "It is of such a foundational nature that it deserves to be read by a 

very wide audience, including more or less every profession: politicians, 

economists, SOCiologiSts, religious leaders, development workers, educationists, etc. 

.. . It will benefit Westerners involved in Africa and it will assist Africans in dealing 

with the West and evaluating the impact of Western culture on the continent". 

As the sub-title of the book indicates (from desperation to expectation) it 

challenges Afro-pessimism and offers new hope for the future. It is a follow-up and 

up-date of the author's previous bestseller, The liberating message; a Christia ' 

worldviewforAfrica (published in 1994, fourth print in 2002). 
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