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Abstract

In many liberal democracies, there has been a tectonic shift in how we handle
ideological conflict. Whereas the starting point was once a robust form of tolerance
(live and let live), this principle is now fading. Tolerance, once widely regarded as an
essential element of free and democratic societies, has become suspect. It is much
easier to exhibit tolerance when we agree with each other. But we must also do the
same—perhaps especially—when we disagree. If a grassroots rediscovery of tolerance
does not occur, and tolerance fades further from view, our society will inevitably
gravitate closer to the so-called tyranny of the majority, or at least the tyranny of an
intolerant minority within the majority. Such a state of affairs is antithetical to the
essence of liberal democracy. It also runs the risk of creating a vicious cycle: in which
today’s tyrannized minority will be tempted to become tomorrow’s tyrannizing
majority. Human nature, we can agree, is flawed. We do well to avoid inviting such
human frailties to take centre stage in today’s culture.
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