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INTRODUCTION

This book is a guide ta lead you from where you are 10 & new place. flt will
help you to leave the wisdom of the world and fo]lcmr lhnfm;s:ium Oh-aﬁmfu .
In this guide we shall study the Bibie in relationship to man’s lifestyle e

God. We shall discuss the way of salvation and 2iso how to live al peace -

wilth cur neighboor.

How will you be ablc to do this? ’

The world has her own advice about this but in this book you wﬂ_l seg that
the wisdom of God s very diffcrent to that of the world. Toda;,r it appears
that many Christians prefer the wisdom of tha‘wnrld but according to God’s
ward. (b wisdom of the world i not troe wisdom at all. The Bible cails
the u:'urlf.l's wisdom foolishness. Indeed, the wisdom of the world 15

foolishness. Only God knows what will bring peace to our world. Man does

not want (he way of peace. He says that it is pot possible to have peace
today.

well [riend, the time has come o follow Gn-nfl’s. wisdom, s;inr.e:.wa hayiz .
already tried the wisdom of the world. Following the world s wisdom ha;
taken us now hero and only brings trouble. Let us follow God's wisdom and -

<ee the resulis for ourselves, - This boak is called JUSTICE AND Pl_iACE
- A BIBLICAL SOCIAL ETHICS, because only this way will bring us
peace. Following the way of the world brings only enmity and strife instead

of peace. 1f we follow the Lord with the obedionce explained in this book, .

qur lives will be very different o the way many Chﬁst;ians live and we will
expericnee peace and rest in our hearis.

This book will benefit you by not only
allowing you in obtein a certificate
but by leiting you prove for yonrsell
the way of peace.

in certain plﬂmﬁ in this bobk the word -DISEUSS[GNh is Wﬁtit.‘.l'l. T[!r 18]
do what is writien in each ol these scctions and you will bencfit from the
course. If you follow the suggestions under the discussion headings, you
will furthor your understanding of what is being taught about the way of

peace. Ask the Lord to lead you in undersianding the way he wants men to
live.

I, the writer of this puide am ready to discuss any of the thu..s you have
learnt in this book. If you require any help, you may write to me or visit
me in my office. If you would like me to visit your group meeling o discuss
the things written in this book, then that may be possible.

May God bless you as you study this book. Amen.
Jan H. Boer Jos, 1984

ADVICE FOR STUDENTS

1. Pay attcntion to the way the book hias been divided into ten woeks.
Study for five days each week; doing a little each day as set owt in the book.
Do not stop until the end of each week. Then read through the whole
week's work inonc go. This is the best way to leamn.

2, 'If this book™teils you Read and Study Matthew 5148, then tale your
bible, read the verses that you should read carefully and ask yoursell "What
docs the verse say?® before you continue with studying this book. Ths same
advice applies for the hible references that are printed in the book.

¥ When you have completed a da].r's work, go back and read the questions
and your answers again, This will belp you to remember what you heve
learnt.

4. 'The book contains alf the answers 1o the questions. They are at the end
of every day. They have been added, so that you can check and if
necessary correct your own answers. But don’t read these answers bofore
you have written your own.- IE one of your answers is incorrect, then cross
it out and write the correct answer abowve it.

5. Al the cnd of most deyz there are disepszion questions. Give some

thought to these and then you will be ready to contributc your opinion to
the group meetng. '



WHAT IS YOUR OFINION

i ' i tificate or in
Sometimes 2 person goes o school or college 01}[3 to get a cer
order to get promotion where he works. Bul this book which we are going
to begin studying i to enlarge your understanding of the way of the 1.?rd.
As a result we have wrilten out same questions for you to answer Yes or
‘No'. Answer them according o your OWn Opinions. Your class leader will
not count any of the answcrs as Wiong because they are qnlf,r your opinisns.
Al the end of this book we will repeat these same gquestions again 50 that
you can see il you have a better understanding of the subject. Nurlw ANEWET
the guestions below. ]
If you agree with what is wrilten write 2 “Yes', if you dn not agree wiile a
‘No'. : :
1. There are some things in life which do not concérn religion T AVGE,
9. The work of spreading the Gospel is more imporiant thamis s

the work of impruving daily life in the world.

3, In Giod's eyes, the ‘spirit’ is more important than the ‘hody’ '_~. ot

* 4. The Bible is vsed in religious matters, but in warldly i
matters we peed men's ideas rather than the Bible ' o

5. The Bible's teaching about love, taking up one’s cross and f;liumhip'
apply only to the work of the church, not work in the world . .

6. A Christian’s activities can be divided into two parts; what one does for
the Lord and the rest of one’s activilics '
7. The Christian religion has nothing to do with trading
or any other job :

8. Religion has nothing to do with politics
9. A pastor's work is more useful than that of 2 politician

10. The wisdom of God concerns spiritual matters,

not the affairs of the world

Now starl your study at Weck 1. -‘May the Holy Spirit enlighten you. Amen
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WEEK 1: THE KINGDOM OF GOD
DAY 1: INTRODUCTION

In the world there are many different religions. In Nigeria thers is
Christianily, tribal rcligions and Islam. In othcr countrics there are other
religions. There are even people who have no religion and say there is no
God! But the Bible teaches us that there is only one way to salation which
is through Jesus Christ. Not two ways, or many ways, only one way. The
Lord gave us the Bible, so that all men should believe in Him. In the Bible
there is instruction @bout the way. to bring pesce into the world. These
instructions are called laws or statuivs. God has pronounced these laws for
evoryone, not just for some.

For example, robbers. There is a law in our, country which forbids robbery.
The law is for everyone, even. for the robbers themselves, although they
may refuse 1o obey the law. Thus # is with:the Bible. -Even though many
people don't belisve the Word of God, God has pot removed his laws from
them. He wants everyone to obey Fim, even though this can only happen
when they have besn born again. Bejog born again can be a gradual process
iwards a stronger faith. It means that we more and more rely on the way
Jesus taught us and on the guidance of the Holy Spirit in order 10 bear good
fults (Gl 5:22-24). Even we who have been born again are not able to be
filly abedient o God at all times. -

1. Iy the command to obey the Lord only for Christians 7,

Ity ender for 0 man o know his true place and duties in this world, he must
unidorsinmd all aspecis of the truth of the kingdom of God. We must know
about this kingdom if we are to undersiand the kind of obedience God is
sewklng from us. There sre many ressons why some  Christians dn not fully
iy Chind,  Hordness of heart, lack of faith, fear and doubt are just =some
of the reasons.  But here is another. - We can reduce the extent of the
Migdim of Giod by saying that His kingdom only applies to spiritual things
and ot o the other things in the world. Some say God prefers spiritual
mattern 1o those of the world. Because of this, many Christians try hard to
soive Lhod in spiriteal things but in other matters they follow worldly

L UL

s this book we will study the full obedience thal we ordisary men amd
wibrnen whould ghve to our Creator in ewsry day affairs.
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2. Write down three -reasons for which man fails 1o give the Lord full
abedicnee.

(a)
(B)

(e)__

3. Why do Christians serve the Lord more in spiritual matters than in other
things? '

This week we shall be studying the kingdom of God from the Bible. We will
look at its foundation and nature, and its extent and value. We know that
the Bible talks sbout the kingdom of God in both, the Old and New
Tesiament. In the New Testament Jesus Christ has brought God's kipgdom
in a different way. He has increased its depth and sircngth and on the last
day he will establish this kingdom. MNevertheless, the kingdom has existed
since the beginning of time.

The Founding of God’s Kingdem nm:l it's Natare

Hend and study Genesls 1. - All of this chapter deals with the creation of
the world., We don’t find God’s kingdom mentioned in this chapler bul we
should realise that when G’Cﬂﬂ]’ﬂﬂ[ﬂd the world be alse founded His
kingdom. This kHngdom containcd cverything that iz in heaven and earth;
spuce and ocesns, snimals and plants and éven man himself. The spiritual
and the earthly were altogether in the ldngdom. All that had been created
was in God's kingdom. b : :

4 Wrlte down anyihing yuu'lhiﬁk was not in God's kingdom,

4 Muny Christians think God is mone interesied in spiritual thoughts than in
garthly things. List the things mentioned in Genesis ! which God
jranounced good.

& Mow many of the things you wrote down relste o earthly things?

! How many relate 1o spiritual things?




Notice how most of the things mentoned in Genesis 1 relate to earthly
things. These are the things which God pronounced good. We are not
saying that God preferred the earthly things to spiritual things but that God
loves both. Both are very good (Genesis 1:31). One is nat more important
than the other to the Creator.

8. What does God prefer: spiritual or earthly things? Explain the reason for

. YOur answer.

ANSWERS

1. Mo, it is not just for Christians, but for everyone.

2. Three from the following: (a) Hardness of heart, (b) Lack of faith,
(c) Fear, (d) Doubt, () By reducing the extent of the kingdom of God.

3. Because they think spiritual matters are of more value to the Lnrd t*mn
other matters,

4. There is nothing that is not in God’s kingdom.

5. Light (verse 4), land and zeas (verse 10), vegetation and trees
(verse 12}, twa great lights and the stars (verse 18), Fish and birds
(verse 21}, amm:‘:ﬁfv&m Z5), all creation {verse 31).

6. All of them. !

7. Nothing here is called spiritual in this chapter.

8. He loves them both. He created them all and said they were alf gund

DISCUSSION

Read your answer to question 3. If somcone says rcligion doesn't concern
our daily living in this world, what answer will you give to him?
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WEEK 1: THE KINGDOM OF GOBR
DAY 2: THE PERFECT AND THE IMPERFECT WORLD

Yesterday we learnt that God loves both, spirtual and carthly things,
because he creatsd them. They are both equally valuable to Him. But here
are some verses which appear to deny the world’s goodness. Today we will
lock &t them in order to understand their meaning.

sz

Jobn 18:36 - Jesus sald, "My kingdom is nt af this werld ..... my kingdom is
from another place ...." ; '

1. What do you think? Does this verse contradict yosterday's lesson?

In this passage Jesus shows that he reecived his kingship from his Father,
novt from earthly rulers. He is not rejecting his earthly kingdom; the world
did not-make him king. i

Jumes 824 -..... don’t you fknow that friendship with the world is hatred toward
God? Anyore who chouses (o beaﬁ#udquwrﬂhwmmmmmyafﬁaf

I John 2:15 - Do not {uve the world or anything in the world. If anyore loves
the world, Ihelamdﬁheﬁmﬁa'hmﬂulim ;

2. According 10 these verses, how | Is irlcndshlp with the world against God?
{ﬁj . z s 2 2

Do these verses contradict each uﬂlﬂi‘? ;
i g

Johm 17:15 - Mym#mmmm&mgﬂdmwmmwu
progect them from the evil one. ;

1 Johs 2:16 - Fﬂre;wﬁmgmﬁewda' :kamvhgsﬂ'w;ﬁdm, the Tust
g‘hireyumdtﬁebmmngqfnhﬂhﬁmmﬂm comes nof from the Father
bt from the warld.

3. What does the word "world® mean in mase verses?

John 3:16-17 - "For God so loved the world thal ke gave his one and only Som,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eiernal life. For God did
not sendd his Som into she world to condemm the world, But to save the world
through kim."

4. According to these verses does God hate the world or not?

All the above verses show that the word "world” has two meanings in the
Bible. Sometimes the Bible is referring to the world God made. That is the
perfect world. It is the world which God loves. We shonld love this world,
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o0, At other tines the Bible is referring to the evil world, where man
doesa’t think about God. This is the world which the Bible tells us 10 reject.
We should not adopt its ways. It becomes a god or idal to thosc who do not
know Jesus Christ.

Now answer thmquéstinns based on what you have just learnt.
5. The Bible talks about the world in two ways. Explain this briefly.

6. Which world are we to love and which world shoukd we turmn away from?

But are there really two worlds? No. The world iz one. God loves the
world because He created it, even though now it is filled with cvil.
Whencver you read sbout the world in the Bible, you must ask yourself
whather it refers to the world God created or (o the evil world. =

Read and study Matthew 7:21-23. _
7. How will you decide between these people?

8. How will God decide between them?

9, If God's kingdom contains everything in creation, how is it that these:
people arc uot in the kingdom? '

10. What is the difference betweon those who arc in the kingdom of God
and those who are not?

Romans 14117-18 - For the kngdom of God is not & matter of eating ond
drinking, Byt of righteousness, peace and joy i the Holy Spiris, becouse anyone
who serves Christ in this way iz plecsing to God ...

_6-

11. What is the difference between the children of God's kingdom and other
people according to this passage?

Man often makes mistakes. That is why he is sometimes unable to tell the
dilference between the childen of the kingdom and other people.
However, there are signs which reveal the kingdom of God 1o us clearly.
Muithew 4:23 - Jesus wend ... preaching the pood news of the kingdom and
healing every disease and sicknest among the people.

Maithew 10:7-8 = ... preach thiv message: "the kingdom of heaven is mear.”
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those whe kave leprosy, drive vut demons.
Luke 9:1-2 - When Jesus kud colled the Twelve sogether, he pove them power
and aythority vo drive ol all demions and to cure diseases, and he sent them oul
to preack the Kingdom of God. . * '

Luke 11:20 - Buz if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the bingdom
nf God has come fo you, ¥
1 Corinthians 4:20 - For the kingdom of Gad &5 not o matter of talk but of
PWER. £ -4 .

If you have time, also resi and study Matthew 4:24, Mark 1:21.26, 32-34
and Lnke 4:40-43, el P

12. According to these verses what is lhté great sign of the kingdom of God?

I3. What is the sign of God's kingdom: today?

Even today we see the power of healing in hospitals and also in
supernatural ways. Even today some people have the power to cast out evil
spirits, But Satan and his helpers are everywhere. Christians must be ready
to cast out evil spirits wherever they find them,

ANSWERS

1. You answer here. ;

2. (a) The one who loves the world becomes an enemy of God ard the love
of the Father is not in him. (b) There 5 no contradiction.

3. According torthese verses the world is a place characterized by evil, It is

i -4




2 world which we are to turn away from and it is not the world which

God created.
4, No, God Joves the world and wants to redeem il

5. The world that God created and the ovil warld.
6. We should love the world which God created and turn away from the evil

world.
7 We can oot decide between who is honest and true and who is not.

8. He knows the thoughts of a qan’s heart.

9. Yes, they are part of creation, but they are not part of the kingdom
because they have not been bom again and they do not follow the laws
of the kKingdom.

10. Those who are in the kingdom are seeking to do God's will, (he others

arc doing what they want to do. . W3 =
11. The difference is that those-in the kingdom set their hearts to seek
rightsousness and peace and the others set their hearts mainly on eating
and drinking. .

12. Healing diseases, driving out demons and power.

13. Write your opinion here.

DISCUSSION ;

1. Why is it that Christians today do not perform supernatural ets as they
did in the past? :
2. How could healing be adminestered in the church?
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WEEK 1: THE KINGDOM OF GOD
DAY 3: THE EXTENT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Yesterday we saw how God loves the world. We saw also how we need 10
love the world and hate the evil in it. Today we will continue our study of
the kingdom of God and look at its extent. We must be careful not to
reduce (he extent of the kingdom of God by saying that it does not include
certain parts of our lives. This may happen if we are not fully obeying the
Lord.

Psalm 24:1 - The carth is the Lord’, and everything in if, the world, ond ol
wha live in if ...

..

Psalm 50:1.10-11 - The Mighty One, God, the Lord, speaks and summons the
carth ... jor every animal of the forest is mine, and the catile on a thousand
hills. I know every bird in the mountains, and the creciures of the field are
mine.

Psalm 103:19 - The Lord has established his throne in heaven ard his bingdom
rules over all.

Alsos read snd study these passepes: 1 Chronicles 29:11-12, Psalm 33:6-9,
Psalm 89:9-12,14, Psulm 22:28 and Psalm 47:7-8.

1. What kind of people do not belong to the Lord ?

2. From these verscs write down the things which bcl_-(mg to the Lord.

3. Write down those things which do not belong to the Lord.

Matthew 8:26 - ... Then he(/esus) got up and n:!mkﬁd the winds and the
woves, and if was completely calm. ¥

Mautthew 831,32 - The deritons begged Jesus, "If you drive us out, send us into
the herd of pigs.” He said (o them, "Ge !" So they came out and went into the
PIES . s e

Read and study also Matthew 9:32, 33, Maithew 21:19 and Luke 7:14-15.

4. From these verses wrile down who obeyed Chirist?

From this we see that there is nothing im creation which is ouside the
power of the Saviour. There is nothing outside his kingdom.

Matthew 28:18 - Jesus came fo them and said, "Al authority in heaven and an
earth ks Been piven fo me.”

Read and study Colossians 1:16-20, Ilebrews 2:7-8,10.

5. What links these verses with the verses from the Old Testament at the
beginning of the lesson?




&. Does the salvation which Jesus brings concern only spiritual mattess?

7. Underline every use of the words "sll” and “everything” in the above
verses. Mow count them, How many are there?

Both, the Old and New Testament repeatedly show that there is nothing
ouiside the scope of God’s and Jesus” control. Everything obeys him.

E. Who does not fully obecy God?

This is very sad. All the animals and everything living obeys God except for
man, The Bible contains many Iaws for man, Animals and plants obey
God, so they do not need laws from the Bible. But man is very disobedicht.
He s constanily disregarding God’s kingdom and going his own way. .

9. Why does man behave in this way?

Read and stady Exodus 20:1-23 and then answer question 10.
10. List the things, sbout which God gave laws through Moses. -

{1. What is the benefit to man of God's Laws?

In other parts of the Bible, there are laws relating to riches, regulations,
religious ohservancés, healthcare and (0 spiritual matters: ‘They are all
mixed together. Many Christians want to separate the spiritual from the
physical, that is, the worldly things from religious things, but the Bible does

not make this separation. All are in ‘God's kingdom. It is-right that.ive

learn how to serve the Lord in all our activities.

-10 -

ANSWERS

1. According to Psalm 24:1 everyone belongs tu the Lord, whether they
know his way or not.

2. For example; animals, catle. Evcry living creature, all power,
greatness, gory, majesty, splendour, wealth and honour.

3. There is nothing which does not belong to the Lord. All these verses
repeat the fact that the Lord God rules over everyone and cverything.

4, For example; the demons, the pigs, the fig tree and the dead man. No
created thing Is outside the power of our Saviour.

5. The Old Testament states that God the Father has authority over
cverything. The New Testament states the same about our Saviour
Jesus Christ. ’

6. No, it affects everything in the world.

7. Eleven. - ' :

8. Mankind. o }

9, Because he is sinful. He does not know what he ought to do because his
mind has been darkened. - .

10. There arc many laws. Just write down some of them.

11. So that we may know the way to find peace in the world. If God does
not show us, then there is no way that we will understand the way 10
peace. » ;

DISCUSSION
1, What is the benefit of God's laws to men? Discuss Question 11 together.
2. In what ways does the work of Christ concern all creation?
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WEEK 1: THE KINGDOM OF GOD
DAY 4;: THE FALL OF MAN

Yesterday we studied the extent of the kingdom of God and looked at God's
laws. Why is it that man needs God's laws writtcn down whilst animals do
not?! That is what we shall discuss today.

Everyone who studies this book knows the story of the fall of our first
parents in Genesis chapter 3. It does not have to be repeated here.
However, we shall discuss the refults of the fall.

w4




Resd and study Genesis 3:7-24 carclully.

1. Whiat happencd between God and man in the verses indicaied below,
{a] verse 8
(b} verse 12
{c) verses 23-24

Genesls  4:23-24 - Lamech sald do his wives, e Bslen fo me; ... I have
kifled & man for wounding me, a young man for infuring me. If Cain ls avenged
seven dimes, then Lamech sevenly-seven Hmes,”

2. Lamech was boasting. Explain why he was boasting.

These verses show the depth of man's evil. He thought he was - more
important than God his Creator, Imagine that!

3. Go back to Geucsis chapier 3, List the things which went WIOLE. “mth
Adam and Eve in the verses mdlmlﬂd below. .

(a} verse 7 S T
(b) verse 12__
o) verse 15 2 : Lo
(d) verse 16___ - '
Genesls 4:8 - ... Cain affacked his brother Abel and killed kim,

4. What happened to the relationship between these two brothers?

Sin is not like a stone. If you find a stone today in your field and you do
not remove it, it will still be there tomorrow and the next day and the next
year. It will not change. It will not gt any bigger. But sin is pot like that.
Sin is like a tree which grows bigger each year. Finally sin and evil
increased to such an extent that God became angry with men.

Reud und study Cebesiz 6:5-6 and Genesiz §:11-11. Also read nud study
Romanps 3:10-18,

5. Wrile briefly in your own words what these verses have 10 SE]F about the
character of man.

o

6. According to the above verses, where is sin not found in man’s life?

7. Read apd study Romaas 3:17 again. What didn’t man know ?

Truly, man did not know what would bring him peacc in the world. The
history of man is onc of wars and oppresaion, not peacs and righteousncas.

8, In your opinion why did Ged impose laws for living in this world?

Even though all of us are sinners, the Lord loves his world. e does not
want it to be spoiled and that is why he sear b Son Besus Christ 1o save us.
Tesus taught vs the way o ﬁrﬂ:lpmminﬁﬂmﬂ This is the way of
rightcousncss and harmonmy.

The Bible Is full of this message.

Butmﬂnmasmmrhusnummmahcythelmd Resd and study
Ephesians 2:1, 4-6. .

The Saviour himself talked ibﬂl!t this ncwl;fc when he met de:mus

John 3:3,5 - ... Jesus declored, 'fw;mmm, ne onhe can seg the
Kingdom of God anless he is borm again. ... I tell you the truth, o one can
enter the Kingdom of God unless he is born of water wsd the Spiris,”

9, What must happen 10 2 man bdo::;_hc can enbdr thi kingdom of God?

God wants all men to do his will, but a5 sinners they are not able to until
thﬂyhavebcenbwnagammmmedﬁummmsm God i5 not
preventing man from entering the hnglum, byt rather man is preventing
himself from eniering because of his sinful pature.

10. Who prevents mab [rom doing God's will?

1. Why is this?
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ANSWERS

1. (a) They did not want to meet the Lord, (b) Adam blamed God. (¢)
The Lard drove them out from the garden of Eden and from God's

2. He said that he had more power than God. Godhadamgf.\dCam
" seven times, but Lamech would be avenged seventy Seven LMEs,
3.(u)Theywmashamedofmhomer'snahqlness. Their close

$. Man had become very wicked and violent. _

6. There is not anywhere; i'oninhasemeredemrypnrtogmn’?lifc.
7. The way of bl '
&Simw:yedomthewaytopm . the Lord wanted to show us -
9. He must be born again.

10. Man prevents himself, -

11. Because of his sinful nature.

DISCUSSION _ _ :
Explein the position of man before the fall, after the fall and: after he has

been born agaln.Whatkindofmanwillbeabletoundmtand God's laws ?
Will be be ahle to keep them? :

WEEK 1: THE KINGDOM OF GOD

DAY 5: SEEING THE KINGDOM OF GOD

First, recall yesterdays‘topic about the fall of man into sin and his peed for
laws and 8 new hirth.

1. To help you remember yesterday’s lesson, answer these questions?

(2) What is the depth of man's evil? S
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(b) Why does mankind require God's laws?

(c) What must a man do o enter the kingdom of God?

No man gives birth 1o himself, he is born of a woman. Sa it is with the new
birth. We are not bore again by the power of man. We are bom again by
the power of the Holy Spirit. However, there is something 2 man must do
before he can see God's kingdom.

Matthew 3:2 - ....."Repent, for the Kingriom of Heaven ix near,”
Matthew 4:17 - ...."Repemt, for the Kingdoc: of Heawn is near.”
Ako read and stady Mark 1115, '

2. According to the sbove veipes, what are we to do?

God alone hes the power to-give us the new birth but we must be resdy to

repent,  However, even onr I requires God's power. If we dont
repent we will not see the kingdom of God. :
3, What i repentance?

. Bmwita-'manrepemandis.bugn-m secing the kingdom of God Is

not easy, because of our sinful nature. - _ _ ,
4. ¥n your opinion, why & it bard for 8 man (o see th kingdom of God?

The kingdom is here before us but the cvil ie.man drives it away. There i
much evil, and it{s'es if the world is foll of sin-and daskness. The incressc
in sin hides the kingdom. And this sin and evil rot only &ffects man,

Rend and study Romnuos 6119.22.
5. What do the preceding verses teil us about creation?

The creation iteelf Is suffering because of sin.
Read and stody Isaleh 65117-28,
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6. What is this passage about?

7. What will God’s people do in that day?
(a)
Why will they da this?
(b)
Sorrow will pass away when this new age comes.

8. From the verses in Isaiah 65, write down the things which will pass away
and change. :

(a) verse 19
(b) verses 21-22
() verse 23
(d) verse 24
(e) verse 25

In this passage we see the kind of salvation which the Lurd*wi]l pive. It is
full of salvation. It i not just the salvation of mankind, but of all creation in
heaven and on earth. This salvation affects man and all ereation. Everything
will be made perfect. There will be no more illness or npprﬂs:m::-n
Dishonesty, deceit and all kinds of evil will no longer exist. * - -

9. What will make its home in the new crcation? Explﬂmth::memmgnf
this.

10. Explain what the relationship will be between God and his pecple when
there is a new heaven and a new earth?

11. What will pass away?

-16 -

Figure 2: A new beaven and mew earth: Swords {o ploughakares

2 Peter 3:i13 - Bmhwwm#ﬁmmwmmwmam
heaver and & new sartk, the home of righleousiess.
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The things that trouble us now, aggression, falsehood, illness and sorrow
will all pass sway. This is the Christian’s hope. This is the perfect kingdom
of God which Jesus will bring. We eagerly await it. There isn’t a Christian
who doesn't long for this.

12. If we are looking forward o the truth and rightcousncss of that coming
time, is it possible that we do not want them today?

HBow surprising and sad that somé Christians who are looking forward to the
new creation are not bothered about righteousness and. truth today. These
Christians &re not living according 1o the truth.

13, Why don’t our actions match up o owr hope?

14. How should our asctions maich up to our hopes?

ANSWERS

1. (a) Man's evil is in every pat of his life, so that God calls im dead. (b)
Because mankind does not know the way to find peace, {c}Hemusthﬁ'_

born again.

2. Repent.

3. With God's help a man mm&ml‘mmhmfurmmwaysandwﬂwrks
to obey the Lord.

4. Even though the Lord rules over everything, the evil of man has
darkened his understanding so that he can oaly see it with the eye of
faith.

" 5, The creation itself is suffering because the sin of mankind has affected
the whole of creation.

6. New heavens and a new earth.

7. (a) They will be glad and rejoice. (b) Because of the new relationship of

all God' creations.

8. (a) The sound of weeping and erying. (h) Oppression will pm away,
everyone will cat what he has harvested. (c) Work will be successful and
children will be healthy. (d) God will answer their prayers. (e} Animals
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will live together in peace.

9. Righleousness; memmllhanuthmghntefulnrfalscnrnppmmthem

10. God will live with them and be their God

11. Tears, death, mourning, crying and pain.

12. Imsumethmgwchﬂkfcrwardmandthatwcmedntmﬁm

13. Perhaps we have not been taught about the relgtionship between our
hope and our work. It s 28 if we do not understand the connection
between the return of Jesus Christ and that of working bonestly were we
are. Because people have too little faith to realise their hopes.

14. We should set our hearts on thos things which Jesus will bring us; that
is, the affairs of the kingdom of God that our actions will be according
to the teaching about God’s lingdom.

DISCUSSION
. In what ways is the Ismgdumut‘cind pn:sem here on carth?
2. How is il made presemt?

PP T T Ll R S b LR L
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WEEK 2: THE PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
DAY 1: THE VALUE OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Last week we studied the founding of God’s kingdom, its extent and the
relationship of man as a sinner to the kingdom. This week we shall discuss
the principies of the kingdom.

Today we will look at its value.

If you have a concordance in your Bible look up the word "Muogdom™. It is
used many times in the BHible. Christians telk a lot about man finding
salvation but the-Bible talks morc about God's kingdom. Thal is, God's
creation, heaven and earth, body and spirit, man and the rest of creation.

A, The kingdom of God is our basis for preaching tht Gospel

Matthew 451?,23 - From that me on Jesus began o preach, “Repert,. for the
kingdome af heaver is rear.” ... Jesus went throughout Gaelilee, mﬁckmg in their
pynagogues, preaching the gpood news of the kingdom ...

Read wnd study also Acls 1:3, Maithew 10:7, Mark 1:14- 15 Luke 4: 43
and Luke B:1.

1. What iz the main message of the preaching of Jesus?

Matthew 3:1-2 - In those days John the Baptist came, ... xying, "Repest, _Far
the kinpdom of heaven is near.” 5

Luke 9:1-2 - When Jesus had called the Twelve together, ... he sent thew oul fo

preach the kingdom of God ...
Also read sand study Luke 9:60. ’ =

2. Jehn the Baptist and the disciples of Jesus preached in different ways;
but what was the main message of their preaching?

S0 it was with the aposilés. Read and study these verses; Acts 8:12; 19:83
20:25; 28:21; 28:31. We can see that the meaning of the Gospel is actually
containcd in the preaching of the kingdom of God. In fact, we can say that
all preaching is about the kingdom of God.

ATy [
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B. Oaly the kinpdom of God is Internal

There are many things in the world which attempt to get our atlention and
cause us to forget about the kingdom of God. Rcead and study what the
Bible has to =ay about this.

Proverbs 23:4-5 - Do pad wear yourself ous o pet rich; have the wisdom o show
restraint. Cast but a glance at riches, and they are goge, Jor they will surely
sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.

Read and stwdy Motthew 6:19-21, Lake 12:33-34, Jokn 6:27, 41-5% and
James 1:11, 5:1-3.

3. (a) Is the value of riches the same as the value of God's kingdom?*

(b) Write here the reason for :mrur answer.

Iiebrews 13:14 - For here we do not kave an mrfwmg city, but we are looking
Jor the ity thet iv io come. :

4. What sort of city is first manﬁhncd in this verse?

5. What kind of city should we be looking for? Explain your answer.

Read and study 1 Jobn 2:16-17.
6. What will happen to this world?

7. Which world will pass away?

8. Which world will not pass away 7
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(e)
To summarise, Jesus said:

Matthew 6:33 - But seck first his kinglow and his righteossness and  all these
things will be giver (o you as well.

This verse shows us the way of peace - Memorize this verse.

C. Nothing in creation can separate vs from lhe kinpdom of God

Man, the sinner, has no sense of right. Every time he prefers that which
contradicts God’s kingdom. The Bible shows us that oothing in creation
should separate us from the kingdom. If what you are seeking separates
you from God, then you must get rid of it.

Matthew 19:22 - Jesux anawered, "I you wam to be perfeci, go, sel your
possessions and give io the poor, and you will have treasure. in heaven. Then

come, follow me ..-" ANSWERS .
Also read and study Matthew 13:44-46, Luke 12:32-34. 1. The good news of the kingdom of God, that is the kingdom of
heaven.

Riches are not a sin. Nevertheless the Lord told these people to sell all
their possessions.
9. Why did Jesus icl these people to sell all their pmsesmnng:?

2. Repent, for the kingdom of God, that is the kingdom of heaven, is
neart : T,

3. {a} No. (h)Ynuhmmmm!swer.

.mﬁdtymmdoesnotendum;

SAnandmmgcttythatmmmme

6. It will pass away. Lt

7. The sinful, wicked world. . -

&anmﬂdwhchtmrmtmmmmdwhmcmmwchngm
do God’s will.
Bmammﬁrmmmﬂsmasmmbhngbbukmmemandwmdd
preventthemﬁumfoﬂowmgth@wayofthelmdanﬂ&umﬁndmg
God’'s kingdom.

lo.mmmmmmtynueatmddﬁnkmymmmtherwtaﬂ

11. (a) Immsusedinmrycrsmmrsh:p - Acts 19:18-19. (b) Parents
and children - Matthew'10:37. (c). Parts of the body - Mathew 18:8-9.
(d) Your own life - Matthew 10:39. (e) The whole worid - Matthew

4

-

Read and study Romans $4:17,20-21 and Matthew 4:4.

The Lord does not forbid us to cat meat or drink wine, . _Hﬁwever,-. a
follower of Jesus should pay attention to what he eais or drinks.

10. Why is it good Iopayattmtiontothekindnffoudwceﬁiordrink? -

Acts 19:18-19 - Many of those who believed now came and openly-confessed their
evil deeds. AMWMWWMMMMMxMW
and burned them publicly.

Read and study also Matthew 10:37, Matthew 18:8-9, Matthew 10:39, 16:26
Matthew 15:26. g s _
11. In these verses many good things are mentioned, but if they come DISCUSSION

between you and God's kingdom then you must get rid of them. Write

down five of these things and their reference. 1.W_ha.twillbegiv§nmmifmseetﬁrsthiskingdmn?

(8) . . 2. Practice the memory verse together.
(b) _ SEAARNSEEEREL SEEISINEEORIVEG
(o) ;
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WEEL 2: THE PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

DAY 2: THE FIRST PRINCIPLE:
' THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT

From the start of this book we have been studying important things dbout
the kingdom of God. . We understand thet God’s kingdom is gverywhere.

The kingdom contains all creation, both physical and spiritual. The Lord

wants mankind to obey him in all kis ways, both carthly and spiritual. But
man is a sinner and sin affects him in everyway. The Bible says that no one
can act truthfully. We are all dead in our evil deeds. We are blind (o what
we: cught to do because our sin has darkened our hearts and minds, We are
indecd iost,

Bul, praise the Lord, he hasn’t lcft us in darkness. He sent us prophets
and apostles and his Son Jesus Christ. The source of their message is
writien in the Bible. In the Bible we will be enlightened about everything.

About the way we should serve the Lord and how we should ii:m_'fwith our

neighbours. We have been given laws which we must ohey. o
1. Explain the extent of God's kingdom, according to what you have learnt,

4

2, Eip]ain the extent of sin in the world.

3. What has God given us in the Bible which we should live by?

There are (wo kinds of Jaws. Onc kind teaches us what to- do; For
example, there is a law which forbids us using two different measures and
there is a law which forbids a man from collecting to himself houses and
farms just for his pleasure. These kinds of laws are more frequent in the
Old than in the New Testament. In the Old Testament, the Lord gave the
Children of Isragl these laws because of their lack of understanding. They
were like young childrep needing to be taught not to play with a knife or
matches because they do not understand the dangers of them. But mature
adulis do not need (o be prevented from using them because they
understand the dangers involved, :

The other kind of laws affects all of mans activities. Here is the greatest
eommandment;

repiied: 'Love the Lord your God with oll your hearf and
m‘!ﬂﬂwmﬂﬂﬂwﬁlﬂﬂwm" This ir the first.and
greatest commandment. And the second iy Uke it: "Love your
these hwo commandments.” (Matthew 22:37-40)

4. How should we love God?

5. How should we love our neighbonr?

6.(a)lt'thislf:~cisinyéur_-h.éan-. do:yonnecdmhetﬂldnﬂtmkiﬁorcheat
your brother? AP .

(b)Enpiaiuwhysuchalawwpm&beinappmpﬁawwomwholomm

the Bibla. o
Love is sufficient to enable us to keep the way of the Lord.
Read and stndy Romans 13:9-10 and Galatiang 5:14.
?.Whyisﬂ:egreatestoommnmmsoca]led?

Read Bnd study 2 John 5-6. Also read Leviticus 19:18 and 34 and
'Denteropomy 6:5; 30:6.
8. ks the greatest commandment 2 new onc?




It is certainly not a new cnmmandmcnt. But what is new is that the Holy
Spirit has come to live in the hearts of believers. In times past, the “Holy
Spirit did not fill the hearts of believets as he did at Peatecost. That is the
rcason why in Old Testament times the people required many laws.

Read and study John ¥4:15-23,

9 What is the difference between the people of the Old and New
Tesiaments regarding laws"

"1 John §:2-3 - Thkirhnwwehwtkﬂwbvﬂhechddmanﬂod by loving

God "and carrying ouwt kis commands. Tk:.sisbveﬁ:rﬂad maai!wyh;s
commands. Read also Joha 14:15-23,

| J'

10. What is the relationship betweea the commands of God qngl-"}avyg?

Read and smdy Ephesians 3:17-19 and Philippinns 1:9.

I1. If a man doesn’t have love mhmhcarthewill nntbeable to keep Gods
laﬁs “What- else wunthebe abletodo? _

f ; .
Nl 4

Jobn 3116 FarGodmfnmf!ﬁamﬁ!hatﬁegnvaMsmmdm{pSm, IM:
w&mwbefkmfuhinmhmﬂm;uﬁhbmkawm%

Romans 5:8 - But Goddemmum his own love for us in :ﬁu. H’bﬂe une were
still sinners, Cﬁ:ﬁtdfedfm‘us., .

12. E‘.xplaan the kind of love God showcd us.

John 15: 13 Grmurhwhaswoneﬂmtkm, !harhefqydown M.rltfejbrhis'
Jriends,

Read and sludy also Ephesinns £:2 and 1 John 3 16.

. F e

—r -

13. Explain from these verses what kind of love Chris:i_:ms should show to
their neighbouis. -

Instcad of cheating each other or humiliating one another, we should gt::;
ourselves for cach other, even to death as Christ did foi us. The grea

commandment is that we love everybndy |
Luke 6:27 - ... Love ypur enemies, do gmd:ommewhohammu

1 Thessalonians 3:12 - Mqﬂwmﬂmakewurbwwmandomﬂowfar
mhothermdforevmedw,;mtdswsdoesﬁrm

14. Are we to love only our brelhre__n'? o

Read and study Luke 6:32-36.
15. (a) There is a saying, "Love thm w’haf loveynu Is this right?

(b) Explain the reason for your énsweif.!- .

16. A close friend will be careful ahout what he does. 1'll:smm. ttt:bﬁrvcmes .
write down what a clase friend would or woiild not'do to his neig .

(8) Romuns 13:10 - Love does ac harm 1o ifs neighbour.

(b) Galatians S 13 - You my Bm, waner semenm' qna:her in love, -

(¢} Ephesiang 4:5 - Instead, speaking the truih iz 1OVE

(d) Philtppians 2:4 - Each of you shonld Ioak not nply fo your ows inlerests,
but also to the interesis of others.

(¢) Hebrews 10:24-25 - And let s consider me we ma_\v spur one another on
mwardlowandgwddwds. -.nkrmemumgsmmher o

i




I you compore these verses you will see that we are not only forbidden to
hurt one another, but we are told to encourage, build-up and put others
[irst. It you compare the kind of Jove which the Bible teaches, you will see
that the way of Christ is very different to that of the world in cveryway,
Luve is an amazing thing. The world does not understand it.

ANSWERS

1. It includes all of creation, all things, both spiritual and physical.

2. It is everywhere. It affccts every part of our lives:

3. God has given us laws.

4, With all our heart, all our soul and all our mind,

5. As ourselves,

6.(2) No. (h) He will not even want to kill or cheat anuther, but to hﬂ]p :
them because he lives with love in his heart.

7. Because it is the basis for all laws.

8. No, it has been here since the beginning.

9. The people of the New Testament have more understanding than those
of the Old Testament because of the coming of the Holy Spirit."

10. It is impossible to keep the commands unless one has love in his heart. -

‘The person who does not have love can not obey them. . -

11. He would not understand and will lack insight. 3

12, He gave His Son to redeem us whilst we were sinners. ;

13. Jesus gave his life for us. Therefore, we too should gwe our lives for
each other.

14, Ne, we should love all people, even our enemies.

15, (a) It is not right. (b) We should love all people, not just thuse whcr
love us. .

16. (a) A close friend does not harm you. (b} A close friend scrves
another. (¢) A close friend speaks the truth in love. (d) A close friend
cares about the interests of others. (e) A close friend encourages
another in good deeds,

DISCUSSION

Read your answers to question 16. Do we love everyone or do we love
some and reject others? Why is it that we reject some people?

What should we do about this problem?

WEEK 2: THE PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

DAY 3: THE SECOND PRINCIPLE:
MAN IS MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

Yesterday we studied the greatest commandment, love. Love is L.h“ basis uf
gll our duties. If you are filled with love you have already rejected E.‘I'ﬂl.
However, there arc some Biblc tcachings which help us test every sction

according to God's will. We call these the principles relating 1o man and his
nei . If you use these to test your actions you will not make a

mistake. The principle which we are going to study today is about the value
of man.

In order to understand how we should behave towards each other in (his
world, we have to understand man’s place and value. |

Genesis 1:26 - Then God said, "Let ux mike mon -in our imege, in our
likeness, andki'mmh.mwnﬂrﬁem mwdumﬂﬂﬂmcmurumsﬁat
move along the ground.” .

1. According to this verse how was man creat&d?

2. What is linked to being made in the image of God?

The Bible does not explain the meaning of the words "image of God" but
we can be sure that it has something to do with the kingdom of God. Since
the very beginning, God has given man the very responsible job of ruling
over his creation.

3. Wrile down two things which make man particularly valuable.
(2)
() -

Genesls 1:27 - So God created man in kis own image, in the image of God he
created him; mole and female ke created them.

4. According to this verse, who was crealed in the image of God!

5. How do you see the value of man and of woman in this verse?




Gemesis 9:0 - "Wheever sheds the dood of man, by man shall his blood be
shed; for in the image of God hos God made man."”

6. Why is murder forbidden in this verse?

Man is of supreme value. Being made in the "image of God" gives man
authority over all creation. It is also the reason why murder is forbidden,
Would one kill someone who bare the image of Almighty God? Never!

Read and study Psalem B:4-4.
7. List the things which have more worth than man.

8. What is the relationship between man and the rest of thr:_. world?

Man is indeed of great value. We should not despise him. Wé ;:huuld not
treat anything s being of more value than man, except God hiriself.

9. Docs a man whe is not a Christian still bear the image of God?

A man who docs not know God through Jesus Christ still béém'thc image of
God. His value now may not be as God intended but he is still over all
creation. ' -

2 Corinthians 4:4 - The god of this age has Blinded m«m_afm,- 50
Eﬁmﬂwymw}hﬁgﬁafﬁa%qﬂfwm#ﬂﬁm who -is the
image of God.

Colossians 1:15-16 - He (Christ) ix the image of the invisible Cod, the firstborn
over all creation. For by hilm all things were created.

10. What is said in these verses about "the image of God™7

11. Why did they say this about him?

Romans 8t19 - For those (believers) God foreimew he also predestined to be
conformed to the likeness of his Son, that ke might be the flrsthorn among many
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12. To whom are we to be conformed?

Colossiens 3:9-10 - Do not lie to each other, since you have faken off your old
self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge in the image of ils Crealor.

13. What is the new sell forbidden to do?

14. Why are we forbidden to do these things?

AT S L

1 Johm 3:1 - How great is the hmﬂw Father. hos lavished on us, that we
shoeld be called children of God! -
15. According o this verse, what did God call us which proves how valuable
we are 10 him? Argg -

God has indeed created vs with great value and in his own likeness. Man's
valpe has diminished because of sin, but it has not been lost completely.
But in Jesus Christ, our position has been restored. In believers the image
of God has been put right, such that we have been made children of God:
This position is truly wonderful. We should acknuwledge the value of every
individual because they bear the iniage of God.

ANSWERS

1. In God's image, that is in his likeness.

2. Ruling over the earth.

3. (2) Being made in the image of almighty God. (b) The task of ruling
owver the eart.

4, Man.

5. They are of equal value.

6. Because of the value of man, who was creaied in God's image.

7. Only God surpasses man in worth.

8. Man rules over everything.

9. Yes, even though his value is not seen so clearly as at the beginning.
Nevertheless he is made in the image of God and §rill has the job of

w3 =




ruling the world.

10. Jesus Christ is the image of God.

11. Because he created all things, he was the first ruler.

12, To the likeness of Jesus Christ.

13. To lie and to live in the way of the ‘old self’,

14. Because we have pul on the ‘new self” which lives in the image of the
true God.

15. Children of God.

DISCUSSION
L. If everyone bears the image of God, why is it that so many ordinary
pecple suffer oppression? _ ; ;

2, How can oppression be overcome?
bl d oLl P d Sl DR 2T b T

WEEK 2: THE PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD-
DAY 4: THE THIRD PRINCIPLE: HUMBLE YOURSELF

Yesterday we studied the value of man from the Bible. We saw that man is
of great value before the Lord. We should therefore never despise or abuse ~
a fellow man. We must honour one another in-cvery way, 'But, do not-
think that you are so important that everyone clse should honour you. Tt s
possible that to someone who does not understand the Bible or the value ‘of
man, you would appear as arrogant, G

L. Why is it casy to misunderstand the meaning of "the image of God™?

Read and study Matthew 18:1-4.
2. Write down briefly the disciple’s question,

3. Write down the reply which Jesus gave.

- ek

: _ | ,
i, (#) Does the reply Jesus gave contradict yesterday's lesson?

(1) Laplain the reason for your answer.

Yesterday we learnt that all men are valuable but this does nol mean that
we should become arrogant. We should honour voe another but not

ourselves. 1t is Tight that we humble ourselves.

(ne day the mother of James and John came (o Jesus with this request:
wend and study Matthew 28:21 and 24-28.

5 What mistake did this woman make?

. According to Jesus, how do’the children of the world rule?

'.a' In the Christian way, il a man secks to be a Isader, what must he bhe

first?

Homens 12:16 - Honor ore mﬂhﬂr above }mﬂwbﬂ!
8. According to this verse who should we honour?

he Lord does not want us to honour oursclves but one another.

Luke 16:15 - He (Jesus) said to ther: (the Pharisees), "You are the m&;yﬁm
Justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What is highly

valued among men is detestahle in God's sight.”
9. What mistake did the Pharisees make?

10. Explain the meaning of the word detestable in the above verse.
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Jumes 4:6 - L. “Cef opposes the prowd bul gives grace (o the hemble.”
11. Whom does God oppose? :

12. What do the humble reecive?

1 Peter 5:6 - Humble yourselves, therefore, under God'’s mighty kand, that ke
may lift you up in due time.

13. What reward is given to those who humble themselves?

Listen to Mary's song recounting the things which Jesuswill do.”
Read and study Luke 1:51-53. ke o
14. What will Jesus do to the leaders who do not humble themselves?.

15. What will Jesus do for the humble and the hungry?

ANSWERS

1. It's easy 1o think that we are more important than we are.

2. They wanted an important position in the kingdom of hedven. - ..

3. They should humble themselves and become like children.

4, Wou have your answers. ;

5. She wanted her sons to have better places in Jesus' kingdom than the
other disciples.

6. They rule by showing their authority.

7. He must make himself ithe servant of all.

8. One another ahove ourselves.

9. Before the people become boastful.

10. Man honors the powerful, the rich and the rulers. But iIf they do not
humble themselves they are considered as unpleasant beforé God.

11, The proud; those who exaggerate.

12. Grace.

13. The Lord will lift them up.

14. He will scatier them and send them away empty handed.
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15. He will lift up the humble and feed the hungry.

DISCUSSION

IYscuss whether we humble ourselves as we should in the church. What
about our leaders? What about our members? If your answer is 'no‘; lxy:h_}r
don’t Christians humble themselves? How can wo bo an example of living
humbly?
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WEEK 2: THE PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

DAY 5: THE FOURTH PRINCIPLE: CARRYING THE CROSS
Yesterday we talked about humbling ourselves.

Every Christian needs to honour his hcmthm_’_, but he most humble himself,
Today, we will consider another principle. of the kingdam of God wliiu::.h
comes after humility. This is suffering or hv_:aﬁpg the cross. The godl;esﬁ_ in
{he world do not understand the meaning of Jife; they seek only to enjoy

\hemselves. But for those of us who are Christians, the Bible clearly
teaches that all who follow Jesus Christ, will suffer in this world.

Some people want to follow Christ hupirig to escape from su_!fcriﬂg. But
oven though God will meet their needs, if they follow him Ealm, they
will not escape from suffering. But it will be a different kind of suffering.

Read and study Matthew 10:17-18, 22 and 24-25. -
Tn this passage Jesus is talking 1o his disciples about what is ahead of them.
1. What kind of trouble awaits themY

2. Why was this going to happen to them?

3, Who is the student to be lika?

-Jobn 15:18-19 - "If the world hates yom, feeep i maind that & hoted me first. If
you belonged o the world, it would lrve you as its own. As i Is, yow do not
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belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the
world hates you."

4. Why will Christians be persecuted?

Matthew 16:24-25 - Then Jesus said to his disciples, "[f anyone would come
afler me, he must demy himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever wanty fo save hic life will Jose it, but whoever loses his life for me will
Sind i."

Also read and study Matthew 18:32-35. This is a hard passage 1o
undersiand. Many times a Christian is called to obey the Lord even when it
icads to personal loss. He must be prepared 1o hate himself:

5. Grive two examples of how following Jesus could cause you to e.xpenﬁmn
persenal loss, :

()
(b) risnpe
6. Give an example of how you could lose your life for Jesus’ sake.

It you prefer taking bribes or dishonest profits or even ymursclf ta Jesus,
then you are amongst those who want to save their lifes. But you. will not
receive the life which Jesus gives.

Matthew 5:10-12 - "Blessed wre thove who are pemmuﬁed because w’
righteousness, for theirs is the kinpdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people
insult you, persecute you and falsely say olf kinds of evil against you becuuse of
me. Rejoice and be glod, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the
sare way they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

Read and study 1 Peter 4:14.
7. Who are blessed?

8. (a) How are they to behave when persecuted?

(b) Why should we also behave in this way?
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Ve 8141 - The apostles left the Senhedrin, refoicing because they had been
counteed worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name {of Jesus).
fwmes 112 - Consider it pure joy my brothers, whenever you face frials of many

Aiimily

| Peter 4:12-13 - Dear friends, damﬁesmmedurmpamﬁdmﬂyuu?
siffering, as though something strange were happening to. you. But refoice that
yau participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his

wlory Is revealed.
4, According to these verses, how should a Christian feel in his heart when

sullering?

10, (a) §s persecution a strange thing 10 us?

(b) Why not?

Read and study Matthew 10:28.
11. Who shouldn’t we fear?

12. (a) Whom should wc fear?

(b) Why should we fear him?

The verscs above
But, praise the Lord, we do not suffer without rcason.
have shown us the benefits of suffering. Now read and study Philippians

2:5-11.
13. What attitude did Jesus have?
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14, What reward was Jesug given in this passage?

15, How did Jesus become an example to us in Matthew 16:24-257

ANSWERS

1. Suffering. -

2. They would reject the Lord Jesus Christ and his followers.

3. His master.

4. Because they do not belong to the world, the world hates them.

5. For exampls: (») You may expericnce loss if you as a business man
refuse (o give hribe. You may seck a husiness contract but are-fold you -
must first give a bribe. (b) You may ol gain much if you only seek
honest gains in the market. '

6. For example; we could suffer persecution like some do in other -
countries.

7. Those who are persecuted, "

8. (a) Rrjoice and be glad. (b) In order to follow in the steps:of the
prophets and ba blessed,

9. He should rcjnice.

10. (a) No. (b) Because we share with Jesus in his suffering..

11. Those who kill the body.

12.&::} Gr {b} Because he has the power to destroy both the body and

soul. d

13. He made himself pothing and took the nature of a servant, :

14. God exalted him to the highest place; every knee shall bow to him.

13. He gave his life for us,

DISCUSSION

Give exampies of how this fesson can be wsed 1) in the church, 2) in the
market, and 3) in local government, | aaEGE
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WIEK 3: THE PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

DAY 1: THE FIFTH PRINCIPLE: UNITY AND FELLOWSHIP

| st week we studied the subject of humility and before that the sabject of
inn’s value. Both of these are prineiples of Christian living in God's

kingdom. We finished last week by sccing how we must be prepared 1o give
up our lives. Today we shall discuss the subject of unity and feliowship in

the church and io the world.

A. Unity and feliowship in the Lord’s Supper

Jesns Christ left the church with a special sacrament called ‘the Lord’s
Supper’. We will not look into everything the Bible teaches about the
Lovd’s Supper but only those parts which concemm our subject. The basic
meaning of the Lord’s Supper is a sharing with Christ in his body and blood.
When we cat the bread and drink from the cup it is as if the body and blood
of Jesus becomes our owi. v

1. What is the basic mﬂﬂning'c}ﬂ_ihé Lord’s Suppcf?

2. When we eat the Lord§ Supper we arc participating with Christ.  With
who else do we participatc? Explain.

When we shzare the Lord’s Supper we- arc also participating with each other.

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 - L nov the cup of thanksgiving for whick we give
thanks a participation in the blood wf Christ? And Is nol the bread that we
break.a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one logf, we who
&re HaRy, mmw,ﬁmwaﬂpmukxqrﬂwmmﬁ

Confirm your answer fo question 2 by answering the following.

3. With whom are we participating when we eat the Lord’s Supper?

But what is this body?
1 Corinthians 11:2?-waaumshabo@qf€ﬁriﬂ, and ench one of you is
part gf if.
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4. Who are the body?

5. Read and study 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 again. What do we become when
we cat the loaf?

These verses clearly show our unity with Christ himself and with! cach other.
This unity is for Christians only, because we have & special unity and
fellowship in Christ with each other.

6. Do you think the unity of Christisns only affects things concerming the
church?

7. If you think it affects other things as well as the church, 'what are thesc
things? | 84 ;

Our unity and fellowship in Christ should affect everything we deal with. It
is amazing to see how some Christians cheat cach othcr. They have
fellowship together in the church but in the market or the local government
there is 0o sign of unity and fellowship. They will cven cheat cach other.

8. What do you think causes this?

Remember the lesson we had earlier about how man divides spiritual
matiers from worldly ones. If you divide spiritual or church matters from
other matters, then you are making 2 separation which God does not want.
The command of the Lord i one, not two. Christian fellowship is one, not
two. In Christian fellowship we need to be united in all our activitics.

9. Think about, then write down, an example of how Christizns can be
united in the world.

Ik (ifts

Another area where Christians need to be united concems the gifts given to
us by the Lord. There is nobody, Christian or not, who does not have al
least one gift: Everyone can do something with the gift God has given him.
As Christians we must make special use of our gifls.

Kend and siudy Matthew 25:14-30.

Most people use their gifts without realising they have been given them.
But do they use them as they should? We shall discuss this today.

Read and study 1 Corinthians 12:1-11.
10. List five gifts mentioned in this passage.

Here you see the dﬂm:ncebctweﬁn E.‘_hri#tians and the rest of the world.

il. In your aﬁinkjii. Ewmahody hmy gmd.atisdmcming and bccomes an
expert, how will he make use of his ‘expertise?

i

12, (a) According to the above passage, should one boast about his gifts?

(b) What is the reason for your opinicn 4 "

13. Instead of boasting, what should hc do with the gifis that God has given
him? ;

Read and study 1 Corinthians 12:28.
14. What does this verse forbid?

Read and study onio verse 16.
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15. What are we encouraged to do in this verse?

The Bible forbids us 1o use our gifts just to improve our own lives. The
Lord has divided these gifts among us so that we may build up one another.
In this way the behaviour of the Christian will be clcarly scen.

Ephesians 4:11-12 - It war he who guve some to be apostles ... to prepare
God's people for works of service, 5o thot the body of Christ may be built up .....

Figure 3: Working together

B 71

| 6. Why were we given these gifts?

| Peter 4:10 - Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others

17. According to this verse, what should we do with these gifts?

ANSWERS

1. Sharing with Christ.

2. Qur fellow Christians. L

3. The body of C‘.hrist, that is all C‘hmtlans

4. Christians. 5,

5. One body. - ;

6. No, it doesn't only ! at‘t‘m Lhmgs concerming the church.

7. It affects everything. -

8. The most likely reason i$- lhat they divide things into two groups. That is
they put what concerns the church apart from their daily life.

9. There are many mmples One could set up a company and trade
together. For example an organisations to improve the Iot of the
ordinary man or the farmers, or they could try to fight corruption.

10. The message of wisdom, the message of knowledge (verse 8), faith,
gifts of healing (verse 9), miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing
between spirits, speaking in different tongues and the interpretation of
tongues-(verse 10). ‘See also verse 28.

11. Some will use it to. get nch or to boast to others about how much better
they are than others.

12. (a) No, because God is the one who gave the gifts. There is no reason
for boasting. (b) You have your answer.

13. Use them 10 bring glory to the Lord.

14. Division. That is everyone should use his gift tu benefit the others.

15. To support and help each other by means of the gifts which we have

16. In order to build up the body of Christ.

17. We should use them to serve others not just ourselves,
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DISCUSSION

Do we use our gifts to help only ourselves or to help others? Let cach one
explain his point of view with an example.
LTI EETT LR DR 2oL Ll DLl

WEEK 3: THE PRINCIFLES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
DAY 2: REVISION FROM WEEK 1, DAY 1, TO WEEK 3, DAY 1
1. (Week 1, Day 1) Is it only the duty of Christians to obey the Lord?

Explain the reasen for your answer? ;. #

2. (Weck 1, Day 1) What does God profer, the spirit or the body! Explain
the reason for your answer. it

3
T

3. (Week 1, Day 2) What consequence has the friendship ﬂlhlf_izﬂjwurld?

4. (Week 1, DayZ}Therearctwumeammmthewurd wnrld' inthe
Bible. Explain this briefly.

5. (Weck 1, Day 3) Docs the solvation of Jesus affect only spiritual
matters?

6. (Week 1, Day 3) The Bible says many times that everything obeys God,
Wha alone does not fully absy God?

7. (Week 1, Day 4) Write down where sin does not enter man's life.

8. (Week 1, Day 4) (a) What must happen 10 & man before he can see aid
enter the Kingdom of God?

(k) Explain what being born again means.

9. (Week 1, Day 5) ‘The Kingdom of God is clearly bere, bul most people
cannot see it. Why is this so?

10. (Week 2, Day 1) John the Baptist aml u:w disciples of Jesus preached in
many different ways, like Jesus dld ‘but Mﬁat was their main message

about?

11. {ka 2, Day 1) Say the mrnuqr verse, Maithew 6:33 about God's
kingdom.
12. (Week 2, Day 2} (a) Whatm Lhe g;mutcst commandmeni?

(b) Why is this called the grcat:st obmmandmi:.nt?

13. (Week 2, Day 2) What kind uf ]l:m: should Christians show to their
neighbours?

14. (Week 2, Day 2) (2) There is a saying "Love those who love you". Is
this correct?

{b) Explain the reason for your answer.

15. (Weck 2, Day 3) What is the second princple of the kingdom of God?
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16. (Week 2, Day 3) Why is man valuable.

17. (Week 2 Day 4) (a) What is the third principle of the kingdom of God?

(b) What is the relaticnship between the second and third principle?

18, (Week 2, Day 4) What reward will those receive who humblc
themselves?

o

19. (Week 2, Day 5) What is the fourth principle of the km,a:k:—mﬁ[ God?.

20. (Week 2, Day 5) What does it mean to carry the cross?

21. (Week 2, Day 5) Explain the words of Jesus Whuevernﬂm‘.s tu- 5EvE ]:lrs
life will lose lt" _

22. (Week 3, Day 1)What is the fifth principle of God’s h:ing:tﬂm?. :

23. (Week 3, Day 1) Which things are affected by the fellawstup of
Christians at the Lord's Supper?

24. (Week 3, Day 1) Instl:.a«:l\t:n‘fhi:m.'it:mg,r what should we do with the gifis
God has given us?

ANSWERS

1. No, not only Christians, but every person.

2. Hc cares for both. He created both of them and said they were good.

3. Whoever loves the world is against God.

4. There is the created world and there is the world which is full of evil.

5. No, it affects cverything.

6. Man.

7. Therc is nowhere; sin enters every part of man’s life.

8. (a) He must be born again. (b) Being born again can be a gradual
process towardss a strong faith, 1o rely mare and more on the way taught
by Jesus, W be guided by the holy spirit to bear good Fruits (Gal. 5:22-24).
9. Although the Lord rules over all, the evil of man has made it hard to sce
the kingdom except with the eye of fajth.

10. Repent, because the lm:lgd;:m of God (that is the kingdom of Heaven) is
near.

11. But seck first his km,gdom and his. righteousness and all these things will
be given to you as well. -

12. {a) The greatest cmnmand'ment is to love God and ta love our
neighbour as oursejves. (b) Because Ihlb is the basis of all the
commandments.

13, Jesus gave himself I'ﬂ; us. Wc must show the same sacrifying love for

others.
14. {a) No, it's not mrm:i (b} We shouid love all men, not just our

friends.

15. Man is made in the image of God.

16. Becausc he's made in the lmagc of almighty God.

17. (a) To humble yourself. (b) We should honour onc another because of
our value, but.not honour ourselves. Instead we should humble ourselves.
18. The Lord will lift them up.

19. Taking up the eross.
20. The one who follows Jesus will suffer in this world.

21. We must obey Jesus even though it may cause us loss.
22, Unity and fellowship.

23, Everything is affected.
24. Use them to bring glory to God and for the service for others.
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WEEK 3: THE PRINCIFLES OF THE EINGDOM OF GOD

DAY 3: WORKING IN THE KINGDOM OF GUL:
THE FIRST COMMAND

Last week we studied the greatest commandment which is love. Now we
shall look at the subject of work. What does work mean (o a Christian?

1. Why do we work?

1t is probable that, like the majority of people, your view is that one works
_in order 10 eam money to pay. for ones needs. Yes, that is true. It is
possible that you said that ope works 10 obtain more possessions. If-we
want to understand the meaning of work from the Bible we have to.go batk
1o the first command God gave to mankind in Geoesis 1:28.

2. Do you remember what this first command in the Bible says?.

3. What kind of work shall we do for the Lord? Give four mmplca

(2) (b) _

(© (d) pa _

It is possible you wrote down things like preaching the Gospel or leading

Bible study. Those are not wrong, for they are indeed God's work. But
there are more. Before we see whal the Bible has to say about this, here

are two more questions.

4. From the jobs indicated below, which in your opinion is more valuable to
the Lord? Explain your answer. -

(a) Trading or preaching?

(b) Local Government or leading Bible study?

Many Christians will say preaching and leading Bible study are more
valuable fo the Lokd tham the other jobs. Now let us scc what the Bible
teaches. Let us read the first command which God gave.

_48 -

Genresls 1:28 - God ..... said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in nuember; fill
the earth and subdue it. Rule over the [ih of the sea and the birds of the air
and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

5, What job did God give our first parents?

It is possible that you are surprised by this commandment. Many Christians
do not think that ruling the world and looking after the creatures in it is the
work the Lord wants them to do.

6. In your opinion, why do most Christians think these jobs are not part of
the work of the Lord?

Remember the lesson in.Week 1, Day 1. Dividing work into separaic
calegories is what causes‘the misunderstanding. Remember God does not
despise the body or the world. He loves all his creation, the carthly and the
spiritual. So physical work is also the Lord’s if it is done according to his
The first command shows how God desires man o care for the creation.
This has been our work since the beginning.

Genesis 2:15 - The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden
to work it and take core of it.

In this verse, God' showed Adam and Eve the way to kecp the first
command. i s

7. What did the Lord tell them to do?

But farming is not the only way to fulfil God's first command. Gradually,
different jobs evolved as we see in Genesis 4:17-22. Read and study these
YErses.

In our time, jobs have become numerous. For example there is trading,
building, office work and many other jobs. All of these are ways of ruling
God’s world. Through these jobs, man serves the Lord and fulfils his will.
These are the works of the Lord, these are the warks of religion, for thesc
are the duties God entrusted to man from the beginning.
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8. How can onc call trading and building the work of the Lord?

Look at question four again. If your opinion has changed, rewrite the
answer.

9. In your opinion, which job is of more value in God's sight.
(a) Trading or preaching

(b) Local Government or leading Bible study

(c) Farming or sweeping the church

It is possible that you now said: God prefers trading, work in local
government and farming to preaching, leading Bible study and sweeping the
church. But this is not the meaning of this lesson. God values all work, All

of them age the work of the Lord; all of those are religious wuric and the}r

arc all of equal value in God's sight.

10. Write down four jobs which are not done in the church but are still of
value to the Lord. :

(a) (b)

(c) (d} e

The meaning of today's lesson is not that we despise the work of ‘the
church, but rather that we understand the value of the work we do in the
world.

All are valuable and must be done. If we want to improve things in the
wotld we must nnderstand the value of work. We should understand the
relationship between the work of evangelism and our cveryday work in the
world. We will continue this study on Day 3.

ANSWERS

1. Write your own opinion.

If you can’t remember, read Genesis 1:28.

Write your own answer.

Write your own answer.

. To rule the world according to God’s will.

6. The main reason is that they divide life into two parts, that of the Lord
and that of the world.

7. To work and take care of the garden.

8. These are ways by which man rules the carth to fulfil the first command.
They are gifts to be used for the service of others and to glorify God.

9.{a), (b), (c), All thcse jobs are valuable in God's sight. One is not
more important than another. -

10. For example (a) Nursing." (b) Driving. (c) Office work. (d) Carpentry.

ok L kD

DISCUSSION

1. How can we make peuple rcalnsa that they are doing God’s work when
they are farming, trading, working in offices etc?

2. If all work comes from-the Lord, how should we view those whose work
is stealing or prostitution? How do we advice them?
sasdittthEdd dd e dRddrhd ddbddd

WEEK 3: THE PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

DAY 4: WORKING IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD:
RULING THE WORLD AFTER THE FALL

Yesterday we studied the subject of work in the kingdom of God.
1. What is the meaning of working?

Guod created man to rule the world in his name. Man was to investigate its
secrets and use his knowledge to improve living in the world. Some people
say that work was a punishment for sin. If man had not fallen into sin he
would 7ot have to work.
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2. Is this true? Explain your answcr.

3. Yesterday, we saw how God gave us the command to work. What is the
Bible reference for this command?

4. When God gave this command, had Adam already fallen into sin?

5. In which l;:hapte:rr do we read abont the fall of Adam inta sin?

This shows clearly that the command to work was not a punishment for sin.

Since the beginning, God has wanted man to rule the world. 'l.*his_ has been
our duty since the creation of man. Nevertheless, the fall of man into sin

has brought about a change o man's work. |
6. If you know the change that sin brought to man’s work, write it_hi&-{l"_:::_-

e
L]

ftend and study Genesis 3:16-19.
7. Was there birth before the fall? Tlow do you know?

8. What changed concerning childbirth?

9, What happened 1o work?

Painful childbirth and hard work were the punishment for sin. Sin brought
many difficuliies to work. Sin weakens our bodies and causes them (o

become tired. Sin caused ncw things to spring up from the earth which
were not there originally.

10. Write down examples of things which grew after the fall into sin.

There is also another reason why man does oot enjoy his work. God
created him to work for him in the wotld; to honour the Lord and to help
his neighbour in every way. Bui man changed this and made work
something different. Man did not stop working, but he changed the
meaning of work.

Genesis 4:17 = ..... Cain was then building a city ...

Genesis 4:20 - ..., Jebal was the fother of those who live in fents ond roive
livestock,

Genesis 4:21 - ..... Jubal was the father of all who play the harp and flute.
Geneslis 4:22 - ..... Tubal-Cain forged all kinds of tools out of bronze and iron.

1l. What do you think about these jobs in relation to the first
commandment? Were they keeping it?

People did not stop working;"they continued ruling the world but they also
started to do new jobs which had not existed before, They studied the world
and discovered things which Adam and Eve did not know about. However,
there was another change. . }

Head pnd shedy Geﬁesls:‘ §:23-24.

In verse 15 of the same chapter the Lord said that if anyone killed Cain he
would avenge him seven times. But Lamech thought he was preater than
God, he would exceed God in vengeance. Instead of man serving God
through his work, he started bossting that he exceeded God and became
proud. From now on he did not work to serve.God but rather to honour

himself,
12. What do we learn from Genesis 4; 17-247

From this time on, man increased in doing evil so that the Lord became
angry with him. Read and study Genesis 6:6. God judged mam by the
Flood. Even after this man’s behaviour did not improve.

Genesis 11:4 - Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves g city, with a
tower that reaches to the heavens, so the? we may make a name for ourselves™
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13. According to thiz verse, who were the people honouring?

This is one of the reasons why man only enjoys work if it brings him power
and riche.. If a man is secking only riches and power from bis work and
fails to achieve these, he will not enjoy his work. If he is sceking happiness
and honour from the work and he does not achieve them, then he leaves
the job. :

Only if a man honors the Lord through his work, he will be prepared to
accepl whatever kind of work he has to do.

ANSWERS

1. To rule the world in God's name.

2. It’s not true, because God gave the first command bcfure they
committed sin.

. Genesis 1:28,

. No, see Genesis 2:15,

. Genesis 3.

. Work was not a punishment for sin, but sin reduced our strength 50, that
we now get tired. The creation also produced thorns and ‘thistles and
other problems.

7. Yes there was (Read Genesis 1:28).

8. The punishment was the increase of pain in ch:ldbcanng ;.

9. The Lord cursed the ground znd because of this, work became hnrd and

exhausting,

10. Thorns and thistles.

11. Yes, they were continuing to rule the world and startcd dnmg new jobs.

12. Man continued to rule the world, but not according to God's will, rather

aceording to his selfish ambitions.

13. They were honouring themselves.
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DISCUSSION

Why is it that many people today do not want to work, unless they receive a
big wage and can become very rich? Do Christians behave like this?

WEEK 3: THE PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

DAY 5: WORKING IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD:
THE GREAT COMMISSION

This week we are studying the subject of work. In Week 3, *Day 3, we
discussed the first command together with the meaning of working in the
kingdom of God. The meaning of working is to rule the world in the Lord’s
name. This has been the Lord’s work since the beginning.

1. What has been the work of the Lord since the beginning?

Yesterday we saw how sin has spoiled the real meaning of work.

2. Write down three ways in Wth]l the real meaning of work has been
spoiled. :

(a)
(b)

(c) e
Although man has a fallen nature, can his life in this world be restored?
God, in his grace, has semt us Jesus Christ, 10 reconcile us to himself and
10 each other. 'Us’ here refers.io those who have believed in him. But the
news of the way of reconciliation needs to bespread (o everyone.

God has given us another commandment; the great commission.
Read and study Matthew 28:18-20.
3. Write briefly what the great commission is about.

Jesus wants his followers to spread the Gospel everywhere. Belfore Jesus
gave them this command he talked about the extent of his authority, Look

hack at Week 1, Day 2.
4. What did Jesus say about his authority?

If we are to spread the Gospel, we must declare all his authority. That is,
we must show that his power concerns every part of our lives, both the
earthly and the spiritual.

e




5. What kind of Gospel does Jesus want us to preach?

Resd and study Matthew 28:20,
6. Write briefly what this verse says.

The Gospel which we spread must includc the knowledge of the authority of
Jesus and all that he taught us about both, earthly and spiritual matters.

Now think about this question.
7. Why does God want to redeem us?

Perhaps you said, in order for us to be saved eternally, or to enter heaven,
or to have our sins forgiven. These are all true. But salvation is more than
that. Full salvation is when a man Is reconciled to the Lord.: He receives
power from the Lord and is able to fulfil the Creator’s will -in every way.
He will do everything the Bible teaches. Earlier in this book we saw how a
man must repent and be born again before he can understanﬂ the will of
God and the meaning of his own life in the world. -

Ephesinns 2:1 - As for you, you were dead in your tramtgressions and sing ...
8. What does this versc say aboui our past life?

Before we believed in Jesus we were dead and did not understand any thing,
But Inok at what God has done for us.

Ephesians 2:4-5 - ... God, who is rick in mercy, mode us alive with Christ
even when we were dead in iraRspressions ...

9, What happened to us when we were dead?

Now we have knowledge and wisdom which we did not have formerly. This
wisdom is very different from-that of the world. I you have a Bible
Concordance look up the word 'wisdom'.

Read and study James 3:13-17.
-56-

10. How 8 God's wisdom like?

Ephesisams 3:17 - Buf the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all purs;
then peace loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruis,
impartial and sincere.

11. How iz the wizdom of the world like?

If we have God's wisdom with us we will be working in the world according
to God's principles. But if we have worldly or satanic wisdom,' then we will
do the things you wrote in question 11. The Lord redeemed us, so that we
might know how to serve him in his Kingdom'in this world and the one to
come. He came in order that we mlghl know how to do his work and rule
this world. : ; :

12. Why did Jesus redeem us?

The spreading of the Gospel is meant o improve our life in this world.
Some Christians do not undcrstaqd this, To them spreading the Gospel is
the most important task of all, Every other job we do relates to this
important task. For example, some Christians build a hospital, in order 1o
spread the Gospel through the nursing care given. To them, the spread of
the Gospel is more important than the work of nursing.

We have seen that work has been with us since the beginning of time. But
man does not know how to rule the world, because he lacks true wisdom.
Jesus has commanded us to preach the Gospel, so that men may repent,
find God's wisdom, serve him and learn how to rule the world, according to
his original purpose. Preaching the Gospel should help us in working in this
world - not the other way round. Ruling the world is the basis of our wotk.
The Gospel came later as a result of sin.

1. Ruling the world.
2. (a) Man's strength decreased, (b) The earth produced thorns and
thistles, (c) Sinful man was working for himself and not to gh:ln[y God

or to help his neighbour.
3. To make disciples of all nations.
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4, God the Father had given him authority over everything.
5. The Guspel which concerns every part of our lives, both the earthly and
spiritual, that we may experience the full power of our Saviour.

6. Jesus said, " .... Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you

7. So that we are reconciled with him and may serve him.

8. Formerly we were dead and didn’t know anything.

9, God made us alive with Christ, we were raised from death.

10. Pure, peace loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good
fruit, impartial and sincere. :

11. Full of envy, selfish ambition, disorder and evil practice.

12. So that we might know how to rule the world in his name and share in
thosc characteristics mentioned in question 10 not those in 11

DISCUSSION g

1. Briefly write down the main points from the above paragraphs. What is
the relationship between the carpenter and the evangelist?

What is the relationship between the work of a pastor and the work of a
builder, a policeman, a government worker, a trader, 'a teacher and
others? Lont S

2. Is there one job which is more imporiant than the rest or do all our jobs
fulfil God’s will concerning ruling the world? Explain the reasons for your
views. 2 :
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WEEK 4: WORKING IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD;
MAN AND HIS WEALTH

DAY 1: THE CALL OF GOD TO DIFFERENT WORK

We have been studying the importance of work. What is the place of waork
in God’s kingdom? What happened to work after the fali of man into sin?
Now we shall discuss the way a man can know which work the Lord wants

him to do. Thus how one is being called.

1. Here is a trader and -a pastor. Which one of these needs the call of the
Tord to do his job? Give the reason for your answer.

Many Christians think that it is anly if you want to do the work of a pastor
or evangelist that you have to, bc.called by the Lord. In their view, traders
and other workers do not need to be called by the Lord. _

2. Do you agree with this? - Explam your reason.

Many Christians divide work -info two sections. There is, they say, the
Lord's work and a secular work dnd if you wish to do the Lord's work, you
must be calied by the Loyd. However, you do not need to be called to do
SECUlﬂr Wﬂrk- ; E 2 F
3. (a) Is it possible 1o divide work into two sections? (Look back at Week 1,
Day 3). -__ :

(b) Write down the reason fut'jrc_nir ﬁnswer.

It is not possible to divide work into two compartments. The work of God
cannot be separated from secular work. All work done in the world is the
Lord’s. Whatever job we are doing should be a means of serving the Lord.
God is calling all Christlans to serve him in their work, whether in the
church or in the warld outside. Every Christian has been called. Traders,
builders, doctors or teachers, all need to hear the call of the Lord in their
work.




Figure 4: Different talents working for the kingdom of God

Let us now comsider how we may know the way the Lowd calls us and tw
listen for his call. Some think that man is free to take whatever job he

4. What do you think? Is a man free to take any job ?

5. In your opinion, why do many Christians think they have not heard the
call of the Lord? ;

The higgest reason for not heaﬁng the call of the Lord is because we are
not cxpecting to be called to do the job we are currcnily doing. It is as if we
have covered our ears and have not listened for the call of the Lord.

1 Thessalonians 5:19 - Do ot pist out the Spirit’s fire ...
6. According to this verse, what is possible to do with the Spirit's fire?

7. How, in your opinion, can Onc ‘puf ouf the Splrir’s fire'?

Eg. if we decide that the Holy-Spirit only calls us to work in the church,
then we are not listening to him. This is-how we put out the Spirits fire.

B. In your opinion, huwmnnmmlbem"itisthulmdca]ﬂnghlm?

The Lord has many ways of calling us. He is able to spcak to man in his

heart or ¢ven in a dream., He can speak whilst we are reading the Bible,
listening to a sermon or talking with other Christians, Sometimes it Is

through the advice of other Christians that the Lord calls us.
9. List some of the ways that the Lord can call a man 10 do & job:

Apart from the ways we have already listed, there are other things which
can help us realise that the Lord is calling us. Firstly, look st yoursell and
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consider what gift God has gve you. Has God given you the gift to 13. Explain how it is possible to be decsived.,

become a carpenter or a doctor?

If you realise that this is the giit which God has given you, then you will be
keen to the job which uses this gift. But be sure you are keen to do the
job, becaust it uscs your gift, and not because of the fat salary you may

receive.

14. Ask Christians in different jobs, whethcr they ir j

ri started their job as a
result of being called by the Lord. Ask some young people who %1&1.'{! not
yet started work, if they are waiting for the Lord to call them to a spccial

10, Explain briefly, from the above, how you will be able to undersiand the
call of God to you.

Here is another way. Perhops there is a great need in t.€ coualry of
amongst your own people. It could be a shortage of religble school teachcrs
or forward thinking farmers or even good, honest traders. If you see there
it 2 need and God has given you the nccessary gift, then it.is possible that
God is calling you to this work. TIEn. -

11. Explain briefly another way, the Lord may call people, from what you
have just carnt. ; L

It is good to link the understanding of your gifl with thé needs -::af the
community. Seek advice from other Christians, pray and read the Bible. It
is possible that God is calling you by these means. ' '

if God calls you to do a certain job, you can be sure that he will open up
the way for you to do it. In fact, if the Lord does not open up the way then
he is not calling you to that jub. However, if you think that you have heard
his call ang the way is not opening quickly, do not immediately say that this
is not the Lord's calling, Perhaps he is testing you to make you stronger. If
after much waiting the way docs not open up, then let us seek -again the
Lord's will.

12, Write down the ways in which you can be certain that the Lord is calling
you.

But do ot deceive yourself. It is possible that you sce a well paid job you
arc keen to do it. Perhaps yeou start the job, as If the Lord has called you
to it. But in reality, it is what you are hoping to receive, and not the calling
of the Lord. '

job.
15. Preparc a scrmon about how the Lord's call is to all types of jobs.

ANSWERS

1. You have your answer,

2. You have your answer. ;

3, (a) No, it's not possible. (h) Write your ‘opinion down

in the world is the Lord's, -~ ;‘m I.up ' 3
4. No, we don’t have this kind of freedom. The Lor ar hi
b= 1 e d wants us to hear his
5. Because they don’t think that the Lord calls people '

Ik : : ple to ordinary jobs, th
haven't listened. They bave become as if they are deaf. A 1 T
6. To put it out. '

7. By closing our ears, that is not listening. -

8. You have your answer. L (hint

9. (a) By speaking to him in his heart; (b) through dreams; (c) through the
Bible; (d) El:_lmugl:l a sermon; (&) through eonversation with others; (f)
through advice from others. Perhaps you know some more ways.

10. I you have a gift and you are keen io'do a job which uses this gift.

11. By learning of a great nesd which his country-or fellow men have.

12. If the way opems up, then he is calling you, ;

13. If you see a well paid job, it's possible you may want to think God has
called you to it but he probably hasn't.

14. Tasks for you to do.

135. Teeks for you to do.
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DISCUSSION
1. When you went and talked to different Christians, what did they say to
you? Are they doing their jobs because the Lord called them, or simply
because they like that job?
What about the young people? Arc they secking the call of the Lord before
they start & job?
2. Let some students read out the main headings from the sermon they have
prepared.
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WEEK 4: WORKING IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD: '
MAN AND HIS WEALTH L1 sl

DAY 2: THE CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE TO WORK _

We are still studying the importance of work in God's kingdom. We saw
what the real meaning of working was at the beginning of time and how sin
has spailed that meaning. Then we learnt how the Lord’s ¢all affects all the
work man does. Today we shall look at some of God's.laws which affect
our work. bt '

First, let us recall the real meaning of working.
1. If you remember, write down the real meaning of working. -

In order to do this work, remember the principles we studied from Week 2,
Day 2, through to Week 3, day 1, about our relationship with other people
in God’s Kingdom.

2. Write down the first principle and how it affccts our work.

3. Writc down the second principle and how it affccts our work.

4. Write down the third principlc and how it affects our work.

5, Write down the fourth principle and how it affects our work.

6. Write down the fifth principle and how it affects our work.

But sadly, many Christians ha:w. just the same attitude to work as mon-.
Christians g :.

7. In your opinion, why do many Christians have the same attitude 10 work
as non-Christians, Try to write two or three answers.

(a)
(v) s
(c) . = ) .
Thmhmﬂnndmmthannmmn.-cmgidﬂlmkaﬂ?ﬂh. E‘?mermm
we trust more in worldly wisdom then in Godi Then there is the division we
make between the spiritual and the physical: For physical things we follow
the way of the world. Bui there ks still anotlicr reason. We are weiting for
the return of Jesus Christ to-complets his-work of salvation and set up his
perfect kingdom, Sin has not Jeft us yet, It is as if the Holy Spirit and
Satan are both in our hearis. Our mind is divided inta two. It is 85 if there
is a war In the heart of every Christian.

B. Write briafly the reasons given abnve,

;llﬂ and study Romans T115:28 very carcfully, This passage explain what

‘wo have just discussed,

9, Briefly write down what the passage says.
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It is true that Christians who have been bomn again and received Jesus
Christ, still experience this war in their hearts between the power of God

and that of Satan. We can only hope to win this war with the help of Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit. '

What shall we do? Is it impossible to follow the Lord’s will? No, the Lord

has shown us the way to increase our obedience to him, and to continue in-

his ways as we should.

10. In your opinion, how can we grow stronger in the Lord's way, in our
daily work?

We must keep close to the Lord and pray without ceasing, Jesus Christ
made us this promise. : '

John 16:13 - But when he, the Spirit of trush, comes, ke wil guide you into ali
truth ...

11. In this verse, what did Jesus promise us?

Rut the Holy Spirit will not just turn up; we have to ask'_._l_‘;:-.r him in prayer.
The Holy Spirit will nat tell us anything new, hut only what the Bible says.

12. How can we then understand the Holy Spirit's word in-our hearts? i

There is still another way which we can follow in order to ﬁf:cy the Lord in
our daily work. .

13. In your opinion which way can we follow?

We need to meet up with fellow Christians in Christ to talk together and
strengthen one another. Together with our spiritual brethren, we should
seck the will of the Lord, im relation to our work. Certainly, we know how
o live in the world, but we will not be successful, except we are in
complete fellowship with Goed and with one another.,

14, Bricfly write down the ways in which we should seek the Lord's will in
our daily work.

(a)
(b)
(03

ANSWERS o
1. To rule the world sccording to God's will in order to glorify him and to
rve one another.

2 'is:n love God and our neighbour. 'We won’t work just for ourselves but
for the benefit of all. ; : i ;

3. Man is made in the image of God. In our work we must recognise the
value of every person, whatﬂvf;r thelr pnf.mqn. 2

4, To humble ourselves. In our work we }mn’t _scck a position to exalt
ourselves. ; g el :

5. To carry our cross. We won't follow the world’s wisdom in order (o be
happy. But we'll take up our cross and work honestly. e gl

6. Unity and fellowship. In our work we won't aﬂm;:ft the slugarE which says,
“The fall of one is the risc of another’; but we will use our gifts to

i I i ighbours.
then our fellowship and improve things for our neigh _
7 gif.erenﬁnur opinion. then read the explanation which follows the question.

8. (2) We trust more in worldly wisdom than in’ God's u_dsdcm. (b) ';’he
division we make between the spiritual and the physical. (c]_ln the
future our salvation will be compleic. Uﬁtﬂ then Satan continues to

~ tempt us. : :

9, Sin still troubles us. In our heart we
power has not left us yet. ; :

10. Write your opinion. In nly opinion, prayer is the greatest way.

11. That the Holy Spirit will guide us into all wruth.

12, By rcading the Bible.

owship with other Christians. : T
i} ﬁgvgyﬂaw. P{b} Reading the Bible. (c) Having fellowship with other

Christians; that is listening 4o their advice.

.bciic;vc in Jesus Christ, but Satan’s
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DISCUSSION

If you want to know how commiticd a man is to his religion, do you pay
attention to his style of worship or to his daily work?

WEEK 4: WORKING IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD:
MAN AND HIS WEALTH

DAY 3: WEALTH IS NOT A SIN

Today, we will discuss what the Bible teaches us on the subject of wealth.
There are many temptations in this world, but without doubt, wealth is one
of the pgreatest temptations which affects man. It even affects those in the
church. If a man does not keep close to the Lord, it is very difficult not to
~ fall into this wap, Money beeomes an idol to him, ‘even though he may
continue to follow the Lord. If a man commits adultery, he knows it is
wrong. But it is possible for a man to admire wealth more than he should,
without realising it; the love of money takes hold gradually. In veek 3, day
5, we talked about how different God’s wisdom is to that of the world.*

1. What causes some Christians to make wealth their tdcil without realising
it? & ;

Goud created the world and it was good In his sight. There was no sin in the
world. The only sin was in the heart of man. So it is with wealth. Wealth
itsclf is not sinful. Since the beginning, God has never rejected the wealthy
person. Let us read about some special people in the Old Testament.

Genesis 13:2,6 - Abram had Become very wealthy in livestock and in pllver and
gold. .. But the land could not support them wiile they stayed together, for
their possessions were so great that they were not able o stay logether.

Read and study Genesis 26:12-14, 16, Genesis 30:43, and 1 Kings 3:13.

All of these people, Abram, Isaac, Jacob and Solomon are among God's

important people in the Old Tesiament. Apart from this, there is
something else which links them all,

2. What have they in common?

3. Who gave Isaac and Solomon (heir wealth?

4. What does the story of these leaders show us?

It is indeed true that God does not reject the rich because of 1[]1&1': wealth.
If he rcjects them, it is because of their character. We will study this

subject later.
5. If God rejects a wealthy person, why do you think he docs?

God ordained that by hénd -wbrl;, a nian should acquire wealth.

Proverbs 10:4 - Laty hands make g maxn poor, but-diligent hands bring weaith.

Proverbs 12:11,24 - He who works his land will have abundan! food, but he
who ‘chases fantasles lacks judgement. ... Diligent hands will rule, but laziness
ends in slave labor. o ; :

6. What two things do thése verses show us about wealth?

(a)

(b)
Read and study Proverbs 31:10-31 and then answer this question.

7. Why is this woman so valuable?

3 Thessalonians 3:10 . "_... If a manr will not work, he shall not eat.”
8. What is prevented according to this verse?

Much work brings blessing and wealth, bui laziness brings loss, says the
Lord. But the Lord does not want man to boast about his efforts.

" ﬁ#
Deuteronomy 8:17-18 - You may say to yourself, "My power and the strengt
my hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember the Lond your
Gad, for it Is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth .....
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Read end study also Eeclesiastic 5:19 and Ecclesiastic 6:2.
9, What is forbidden in the first passage above?

10. Why have these people acquired wealth?

11. If you become rich because of your hard work, who gave you the
strength to work?

Here is something elsc to think about. Even though the Bible links wealth
and hard work, it also says that wealth is a gift from Ged. Let us look at
this. Some pecple think that if a man is serving the Lord aright, he will
become rich. If that man does not beenme rich, it is a sign that he is not
being completely true to the Lord. It is as if his lack of riches indicates his
lack of righteousness. Beware of this idea! It is possible for a man to lack
riches because the Lord is disciplining him. L

Judges 2:11,14-15 - Then the Lraelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and
served the Bagls. ... In hiz anger against fsrael the Lopd Mmm over lo
raiders who plundeved them. ... They were in great disiress, . -

Read and study alse 1 Kings 16:20-30, 17:1.

12. What was the cause of the Israclites suffering?

They suffered because they did not obey the Lord.
Rend and study Job 1:6 - 2:140,
13. What happened to Job?

14, Why did Job suffer? Had he sinned?

The story of Job teaches us to be careful in the matler of riches, He did
nol sin yet he lost everything including his health. Let us look again at the
fourth Principle in our courss.

15. Writc down the fourth principle of the kingdom of God.

ANSWERS

1. Because the desire for money takes hold of a person little by little
without completely separating him from the Lord.

2. All of them were wealthy.”

3. God.

4. It shows that God docs not rcjoct a person because of his wealth.

5, It’s possible that his wealth has become like a god ta him or that he uses
it to suppress others. God rejects the rich person because of his
unrighteousness not because of his wealth. |

6. (a) Lazy hands make 8 man poor. J:b) MI¥EE hands bring wealth.

7. Because she is hard-working. - |

8. A lazy man shall not eat unless he works.

9. Pride and boasting that a person has ar.'squu‘ed all his wealth by his own
efforts,

10. Because of their own strugple, I:rut l'L‘Blljl' God gwe.s them that wealth,

11. God gave it to you.

12. They did evil in the sight ufl:hel.nrd _

13. Satan took away his wealth, hik chljdren and his health.

14. Mo, he had not sinned.

15. Carrying the cross. The one, wh::r follows Iﬂsus will suffer.

DISCUSSION

1. How can the economic s;tuat[un f'tha poar be improved to be
selireliant?

2. Look at the way the wealthy among you live. In your opinion how did
they become rich? How sbout the poor, how did they become poor? Are all
wealthy people righteous? Are all poor people wnrigivteous?

el e R R Rk
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WEEK 4: WORKING IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD:
MAN AND HIS WEALTH

DAY 4; LIFE IS MORE THAN WEALTH

Yesterday, we said that wealth is not a sin. The Bible teaches many times
that it is God who makes a person rich. Nevertheless, the Bible is full of

warnings about the limits and the dangers of wealth. The Bible tcaches us
about those things which arc more beneficial than wealth in this world.

Proverbs 3:13-15 - Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who galns
understanding, Jor she is more profiiable than siiver and yields better refurss
than gold. She it more preciouws than rubies: nothing yon desire can compere
with fier, .

1. Whal kind of man is called blessed?

2. What are these things more precious than?

Read and study Proverbs 15:16-17,
3. What is wealth linked to in this verse?

4. What is better than wealth?

Proverbs 1638 - Beiter a liiele with rightesusness than much gain with injustice.
5. What is wealth linked 1o in this verse? ]

6. What is better than wealth in this verse?

Proverbs 16:15-mmmmymmm, to choose
undersianding rather than sidver!
7. What is better than silveer and gold?

() Proverbs 16:19

Froverbs 16:19 - Betfer fo Be fowly in spirit and amonyg the oppresed than to
share plunder with the proud.
8. What kind of picture is drawn here of the wealthy?

9. According to this verse, what is it beiter to be?

Proverbs 20:15 - Gold there is, and rubles in abundance, but lips that speak
knowledge are a rare jewel.
10. What exceeds gold and rubies?

Proverbs 28:6 - Better a poor man’ whose work is Blamelec thon a rick man
11. What is a rich man’s ways likened to?

12. In this verse, what i it better to be?

fhmmmmntwnmnmzaﬁngthatnu.ﬁ:hpoophmufhad character.
It is only those who fail o behave as they should. However, we are not
saying that to be poor is good.” 3

13, Wnteduwthuchmmﬂtﬁufthenuhmthuwmm

(a) Proverbs 15:17

{(b) Proverbs 16:8

(d) Proverbs 28:6
14. What are we saying in these verses?

It &5 not thaf Gud wants us to be poor, but he docs not want o see the
behaviour which characterises the rich. If you cannot separate yodur riches
from these characicristics then it Is beiter not to have the riches.
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Mow read Bcoclesiastes 5:10-17.

15. Read the above passage two or three times, thcn write down briefly
what it is saying.

If a man has set his heart on becoming rich, be will not be happy or have
peacc of mind because he is serving that which is not worthy of being
served,

ANSWERS

- The one who finds wisdom and gains understanding. : :

2. Silver and gold and rubies. That is anything very costly, wlﬁch you may
desire. e ok '

Turmoil and hatred.

The fear of the Lord and a meal of vegetables where thm‘e is ]m'ﬂ
Injustice.

Righteousness. !

Wisdom and understanding. At

They are proud and steal from the poor. i
Oppressed and lowly in spirit.

. Lips that speak knowledge, that is meaningful, so that pﬂanE. listen to

you,

L1. Perverse or deliberately harmful.

[2. A poor man whose work is blameless.

3. (2) Hatted. (b) Injustice. (c) Proud and plundering the poor to ge:
rich. (d) Perverse.

'4, We are not saying that you should be poor, but if you must choc:sa
then it's better to be poor and living in love and faithfulness than to be
rich and full of hate and pride. But the man who gains wealth hnnmtly
and is then able to help others with it, is blessed.

3, The main theme of the passage is that wealth can’t satisfy the needs of
a man'’s heart. :

(=
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DISCUSSION
Read and stwdy Ecclesiastes 2:11. Discuss why some Christians are
unhappy.

SePEeeptkshidddbbibitadbhie

WEEK 4: WORKING IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD:
MAN AND HIS WEALTH

DAY 5: THE DANGER OF WEALTH {Part 1) _
Today, we will continue the subject of wealth. Yesterday we saw some
circumstances which were better than wealth. We also saw the kind of
behaviour which some wealthy pmpl: adopt. Today we will continue
discussing the danger that.wealth brings to Christians.

Today, many think that nc.‘hns are everything, but the Bible clearly
contradicts this view. There are many t]'ungs which are far more beneficial
than riches.

Proverbs 11:28 - m.hmrmmin iz riches will full, Bt the rigftens will
thrive like a green leaf. :

1. What happens to the on¢ whn trusts. in riches?

Ezekiel 7:19 - ... Their sifver and gold will not be able to save them in the day
gmm&wmm.'mmmmmwmﬁummm with
I, for it has made them stumble into sin.

2. ﬁmﬂiing to this verse, what were riches.unable to do?

3. Why were riches unable to satisfy them?

In order to understand the temptation which wealth brings, read the
following passage.
Read and study 1 Timothy 6:9-10.
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4. Write down some of the temptations which wealth brings.

5. According to this verse, what is the root of all kinds of evil?

God does not reject money, he rejects the love of money. That is, putting
the love for money belore your love for God and your neighbour.

6. What kind of love of money does God reject? -

7. Why does God reject this kind of love of money?

Thalmnfmuneymumamanmdnauhndsofﬂi Hmarﬁjmmc
exampics.
Jeremiah 22:13 - wﬂmmmmmm@wm his

upper rooms by injustice, mh.nghkmumﬁym wl.'ﬁ:rmh‘iug,, nol paying
themn for their lzbor. vely x

E. What did this man put first? r

9. What m‘iﬁw did he commit against his countrymen?

10. What made him commit this crime?

Jeremiah 22:17 - Buw your eves ard vour hearf are sl only on dishonest pain,
on shedding innocent blood end on oppression and extortion.

11. What did this man put first?

12. What crime does he commit against his neighbour?

In the NEWTmmantthemnresmﬁesnbuutpmplBWhnmﬂdemenf
others, because of the love of money. Read and stwdy Acts 16: 16-24.
Here is the story of a slave girl who told fortunes and made a lot of money

o, -

for her owners. Paul cast out the fortune telling spirit, so that she could no
longer do it. Read and study verses 19-24.

13. Were the owners of the slave girl pleased when she was healed?

i4. Why not?

These people put their profit before the health of the slave girl. Paul was
noi a docal man e was a visitor. However, he did.not use that as an
excuse to do nothing and lcave the slave girl possessed and her owners using
her to make a profit. Why fhen, arc visitors to Nigeria not supposed to
speak out against the problem of extortion? '

Is it true that visitors can mot understand the sitwation and should do
nothing about it? Will ngenms sort crul -this pmhlam on their own?

15. Why did Paul, a visitor, sort out thc pmlﬁlpmm‘ exploiting the slave girl
in a foreign country? e

16. What happensd to Paul, the Apustlt: aftcr hc had healed the slave
gitl? &

We see many different problems in our muntry, but it will be with great
difficulty that the problem of extortion is solved, "~

Certainly, the behaviour of Christians tnday is ‘wery dll’fermt to that of
Paul's day. Firstly, we divide -the workd info two; the spiritual and the
earthly. Paul never made this distinetion; to him the world was a whole.
When he saw extortion hc had to speak up. Sccondly, we are afraid to
speak out whereas Paul the Apostle was not. He was obeying the Lord
even though it led him to being put in prison.

17. Write down the two differences between us and the Apostie Paul.

(2)
(b)




ANSWERS

He will fall.

They were unable to save them.

Beoause (it had made them stumble into sin.

For example: Longing for it, cheating, turning away from the truth,
false deals.

The love of money.

Loving it more than God or your neighbour.
. Because if there is a choice to be made between the things of God and

money maiters, the one who loves money will choose morey matters
and forget about the things of God. ,

8. The building of his palace.

9, He didn"t pay them for their labour-

10. He put the building of his palace before the welfam of l'.ns muntrjmcn.

11. Dishonest gain.

12. The shedding of innocent blood, oppression and e;mmun

13. No, theoy were not pleased.

14. Because they wanted the money rather than the girl's. hl:almg

15. Because of the trouble the girl was suffering, he abeyed God.

16. He was put in prison,
17. (a) Paul didn't separate the work of the Gospel Ernm that of social

action. (b) Paul obeyed God even though it meant gmng to pnscm

gl i
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DISCUSSION

Is there oppression in your church, home and your area’ W’hu is the
oppressor and who is the oppressed? Why docs opprcs.smn happen” How
can it be solved?

If you answer ‘No’, what has prevented you from finding a solution?

Spdddespsdddtdhinrhihhhhbdddd

WEEK 5: MAN AND HIS WEALTH:
ACCEFTING BRIBES AND GIVING LOANS

DAY 1: THE DANGER OF WEALTH (Part 2)

 Today we shall continue studying the subject which we started at the end of

last week. That is the danper of wealth. We saw how the love of money
can causc a man to forget about the valuc of his brother and may even stop

Read and study Mark 5:1-17.
This story tells us how Jesus healed a demon-possessed man. The demons

lefi the man and entered into a herd of about two thousand pigs, which
rushed down the hillside and were lost in the lake. But the possessed man

“was completely healed. Wasnt this smnethmg to be happy about? Well,

see what happened. i
Mark 5:17 - Mnmmmmﬂadwﬂﬂlmmkawﬁwmgm
1. What did the people want ;_l-u.s 1o do?

2. Why did they wani I:sus 1o le.aw: their region? Why weren't the
grateful? .

No, they were not grateful. In their view they had suffered a grea
misfortune in the loss of the plgs They had forgotten how their brothe
had been healed. ;

3. What was their mistake?

Ask yourself this question. If this happened in your area, what would you
do? You may well say that you would be grateful for the healing which had
taken place. But what about the two thousand pigs which were lost - this
was not a small thing!

- 4. What would you do?

This story shows us the problem of w:.ﬁlth. n this story the people had to
chose between one man and two thousand pigs. It is not easy to make the

o P




right choice, even for us! If a man has this kind of wealth, it is'very easy
for the wealth to take him over and rule him. That is the danger of wealth.
Even in religious matters, wealth is able 1o bring problems and hide the
truth.

. Read and study Acts 19:23-40.

This is the story of the silversmiths who made shrines of a goddess, called
Artemis. The siversmiths wanted the work of the Aposile Paul to be
despised, so that the spread of the Gospel would be hindered. There were
many reaspns for this, but the main reascn is here.

Read and study Acts 19:24-23.
5. According 1o these verses, what concerned Demetriys the most? :

Demetrius did not accept the Gospel, because he pui weull;h before SVELY
thing else. He did not listen to the truth. He was more afraid of the loss he
was poing to make. ' 0% Sl

6. What mistake did Demetrius make?

Even today, some people think that through munqr' .’Lhey,_will obtain the
Lord's favour. ' :

Read and study Acts 8:9-24. ol ,

This story is about Simon the Sorcerer who pracliced magic. When the
people saw the power of the apostles in signs and miracles,. they forgot
about Simon. He became very worried as be saw his income drying up. So
he sought the power which the apostles had. But instead of doing what was

right, -by repenting and believing in Jesus Christ, he sought the gifis of God
by another means.

Acts B:18-19 - . ke qfered them money and said, "Give me alco thi ability so-

that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spiris.”
7. By what means was Simon. seeking this ability?

8. What was his mistake?

Seeking wealth brings contempt. Read and study James 2:1-9. This passage
has something to say lo us today. It is the subject of discnmmm_i?n. In
brief, the passage is talking about the discrimination between. the rich and
the poor. If a rich person attends a meeting he is often given the best
place.

James 2:3 -..... "You stand there” or "Sit on the floor by Ly feet”™ o

9. What does this verse show us?

James 2:6-7 - ... Is it not ihe rich who are exploiting you? Are they mot the
ones who are dragging you inlo court? Are they mot the ones who are slandering
ﬁnﬂkmafﬁﬁuﬁwﬁmmﬁ_ﬁdﬁnﬂ

10. Write down three things said about the rich.
(a) ' '
(b)

© agmy Lo sps
11. But if these rich people come to worship or attend a Christian’ meeting,
where do they sit? Amongst everyone élse or in a special seat at the front?

It is impomsﬁ:kmdiscusswefyv&semmeﬂmleminhmlammthc
subject of seeking wealth.

ANSWERS

1. They wanted Jesus to leave their eountry. .

2. They were not grateful because they viewed whai had happened as a big
financial loss. '

3, They thought the pigs they owned were more important than the bealth
of the man.

4. You have your answcrs here.
5. The good income from the business.
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6. He put wealth before the truth,

7. He was offering money in order to receive the power of the Holy Spirit.

8. He thought he could obtain the gifis of Gud with money rather than by
the way of obedience.

9. It shows discrimination and contempt.

10. (a) They exploit people. (b) They drag people into court, (c) They
slander the name of the Lord.

11. On most occasions, we as Christians scat them in a special place at the
front. ;

DISCUSSION

Read and study Matthew 19:23-24, Why is it hard for the rich to enter the
kingdom of God? If this is so, why are Christians blindly sccking wealth?
What should the church do in regard to this problem? - :

DEERESE RS SRR ERAkdd AN S S o dd

WEEK 5: MAN AND HIS WEALTH: e
ACCEPTING BRIBES AND GIVING LOANS

DAY 2: ACCEPTING BRIBES IN NIGERIA

For four days, we have been sl‘.udying the Bible tEa.cl';irig about wealth. We
have scen that God does not forbid us 10 have wealth, but we are not
encouraged to seek it. i,

1. Why doesn’t the Bible encourage a man to seek riches beyond his noeds?

Read snd siudy Proverbs 30:8-9.
2. What does this verse tesach?

Matthew 6:11 - Give us inday our daily bread.

-

Philippians 4:11 - I am nof saying this because I am in need, for I have
iearned to be content whatever the clrcunstances.

L. Timothy 6:6 - Fuf godiiness with corleniment is greal gain.

Hehrews 13:5 - Keep your lives free from the love of money and be contens with
whet you have, because God has soid, "Mever will I leave you; never will |
Jorsake you.”

3. List two important things which these verses teach us.

()
(b)

We Christians need to live in contentment. 'We should accept all that God
gives us with thanks and without any jealousy in our heart. Let us belicve
that the Lord knows our needs and will meet them. The lack of
contentment and faith causes many problems in this world.

4. Buplain the kind of problem we are studying.

5. Give two reasons why a man secks a bribe.
(2) > '

(i) : :
But what is a bribe? Lel us ask oursclves this question.

6. What is the diflerence between sceepting a bribe and accepting a genvine
present? vy

If you are not sure of the answer to number six, answer these questions.

7. What is the intention of the giver when giving a genuine present?

8.Is the giver of a genuine present seeking any benefit? . .

9.(a) What does the seeker of a bribe look for? -

S8 -




(b) Is there love in his heart?

10. What is the intention of the seeker of a bribe? Does he want to give
help or show lave?

11. In your opinion, why is accepting a bribe a sin?

There are many different reasons. Some who accept bribes reccive a wage
for their work, but they will not complete their work unless they receive
extra income through bribes. They are not satisfied. Their behaviour is that
of stealing, Some say their wage dues not meet their noeds, s0 they seek
extra money by means of cheating or accepting hribes. Tt is possible that
they do this because of their lack of faith. They do not belicve that the
Lord has the power to meet their needs. Others seck-bribes for no other

reason than the love of riches. .
12. Write down three reasons which cause people to accept bn'bm
(a) | e

(b) : 45
(e)
But what about those who give bribes? What are their reasons? .

These also vary. Some are seeking contracts, or wnfk','ur entry into a
school, but those in charge will not meet their needs until a bribe has been
given. Because of their lack of faith.in the Lord they give a-bribe. In fact,
somc who seeck a contract or work are not capable of doing it.
Nevertheless, by means of a bribe, they obtain it. These kind of people
build large houses which later collapse and kill those inside. Others obtain
work which is beyond their abilities and the work gets worse.

13. Wnitc down three reasons which cause people to give bribes,
(a)
(b)
(¢}

i4. In your opinion, why does the Bible forbid us to accept bribes?

15. Some say that accepting bribes is not a sin, it is our custom. What do

It is possible that what is called a bribe came from a past custom, but this
custom became corrupt. Our good customs were set up fo help the
community, not (o cause problems. However, it is not only in recent times
that the accepting of bribes has occurred. Even in the Old Testament times
bribes were accepted. We will continue this study tommorrow.

ANSWERS bala e

1. Because riches are a temptation which exceed most Christian’s strength

. and so take them away from thé Lord.

2. The Lord will give us what we need, since both poverty and riches bring

3. (a) Contentment. (b) Trust in God.

4. Accepting bribes. by 18 .

5. (a) Lack of contentment. (b) Lack of faith.

6. You have your answer. | :

7. ‘To show love or to give belp.

8. No, he is helping.

9, (a) He is looking for some benefit, .(b) there is no love in his heart.

10. He is looking for something which he will only obtain if he receives a
bribe. He puts his own profit before help and love.

11. It is & sin because it is love of riches, is stealing and prevents true

tice. :

1:.{3 Lack of contentment. (b) Lack of faith. (c) The love of money.
There arc others too. _ ;

13, For example: (8) Lack of faith. (b) Looking for something which

‘re not able to obtain. (c) Give your own reason here.

i4. mlc your opinion. Tomorrow, God willing, we will discuss it.

15. Write your opinion. Tt's possible there was a custom rﬂgardfng the ;
giving of presents, but it has disappeared. The Bible doesn’t agree with

this kind of custom regarding accepting bribes.




DISCUSSION

In your opinion, what should the church do about those who accept bribes
and those who give bribes? -
FRERPEREEER R EPDIRENERERPER

WEEK 5: MAN AND HIS WEALTH:
ACCEPTING BRRIBES AND GIVING LOANS

DAY 3: BIBLE TEACHING ABOUT ACCEPTING BRIBES (Part 1)

Yesterday we discussed the subject of accepting bribes as At relates to us
here today. We will now discuss what the Bible teaches 5 _about ﬂ'.us tl'ung
which causes us o much trouble. g/

Exodus 23:8 - Ihmtaccqprabnbe fnrabnbeﬁmdslﬁm&rg#ammdmim
the wards of the righteous.

1. What two reasons are given in this verse against accepling bribes? -
(a) 5

(b),
2. What do you think is the meaning of the first reasoa "a Hbe Huuﬁ- these
wha see'?

Rulers know the evil which is going on, but when they accept @ bribe, they
act as if they do not know. For example, the man in charge of the building
notices that insufficient cement i3 being used, but becanse he has received a
bribe he hes to accept the building. Perhaps afterwards the building
collapses and people inside are killed. :

3. What do you think is the meaning of the second reason "a bribe fwisis the
words of the righteous™

There hus been 2 group in CAMN. (Plateau State Branch), called "ithe
League for Action Against Bribery®. Thev have chosen Exodus 23:8 as

their motto.

4. Give an example of how a bribe blind those who see.

5. Give an example of how a bribe twists the words of the righteous.

Deuteronomy 10:17-18 - For the Lord your God ... shows no partiality end
nocepts fe bribes. thq{em!;lﬁemmquﬂbﬂwrﬁﬂnmﬂthr widow and loves
the glien .....

These verses teach us that the Lord shows no:partiality, that is, he does not
prefer one to another, but loves us all. He does not accept bribes. It also
tells us what the Lord does. Fi¢ work js against accepling bribes.

6. Writé down God’s work as described in Deuteronomy 10:17-18.

Instead of accepting bribes, the Lord sees that justice s done for the poor.
There is no agreement between: these two characteristics. You cannot find
them both in one man. The one who accepts bribes will not behave
righteously becausg he will mmtably tread on the poor, exploit and
humiliate them. But the one who is humble will not ﬂccept a bribe, because
these two things do not go mgcth:r 2.

7. According to Deuteronomy 10:17-18, - which actions contradict each
other? '

1 Samuel 8:3 - ... They furned aside afier dishonest gain and accepled bribes
and perveried justice.

This verse is talking about the sons of Samuel. They became important
through their work of offering sacrifices. But they cid not behave or do
their work as they should have.

8. What did they do?

Here we see things which go together; dishonest gain, accepting bribes and
perverting justice., You will always find these things together, becauss they
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all follow the same path, If you meet 3 man who accepts bribes, you will
find in him these other characteristics, 100.

One day, when Samuel was.old and tired, he called the people of Israel
together in order to say goodbyc to them. Here iz what he said to them:

Read and study 1 Samwel 12:3.
9. Briefly writc down the meaning of the questions Samuel asked.

10. Had he donc any of the things he asked about?

11. What sort of things werc they? Write down four of them. .

Read and stady Job 15:34-35. thattoi

In this passage Eliphaz, a fricnd of Job, is speaking. His words are not like
the words of God, there are misizkes in what he says. ‘Nevertheless, he
links three characteristics of the people he is spesking shdut.

12, Write down these three characteristics.

Many people think that it is possible to link godliness with accepting bribes,
but in this passapge accepting bribes is linked to godlessncss. The one who
accepts a bribe does not have the fear of the Lord in his heart, how hard he
may try to be righteous. Those who accept Hribes are linked with those who
do ovil and deceive.

Deuteronomy 16:19-20 - ... Do not accept o bribe, for o bribe blindy the eyes
qﬂguhmmmmqﬂem.wmmmm.
so0 thias you may live and possess the land the Lord your God [s giving you.
The meaning of this passage is close to that of Exodus 23:8 which we
_menﬁunedﬂrﬁﬁ. Accepting bribes is forbidden.

13. What should one do instead of accepting bribes?

14. According fo these verses, wiy should one follow justice?

The world deceives us by saying that the only way to get on is (o give bribes.
You will fall back and others will iass you unless you give bribes. In other
words, you will mot live and you will not possess the land, unless you give
bribes. But the Bible rejects this worldly advice. In fact, ihe rcysen Nigeria
is pot progressing, is because of the exient of the bribery. [t prevents us
from improving our country. We should open our cyes and sce how the
history of Nigeria actually supports what the Bibie tells us.

15. How does the history of Nigéria support the truth of the Bible teaching
about bribery? ' o

Proverbs 15:27 - A greedy map Eiugxnmbkmﬁisfmily, bud he who haies
Bribes will Iive. B —
Some seek dishonest gain in order to help their families to benefit.

16. But, sccording to this verse, what will this practice bring to his family?

17. Try to write down an mmph_.ﬁ'n'in your own town of how a man,
secking dishonsst gain, has brought trouble to his family.

This verse links the person secking dishonest gain with the taking of bribes.
18, What does this verse say about bribes?

Read and study egalia the explanation of Devtevonomy 16:18-20, so thai
}nudngmfmgﬂthmthumnchmsn[themhhmmmm teaching of
the world.




19, From what you have [camnt, how docs the wisdom of the world
contradict the teaching of the Bible?

ANSWERS

1. (a) A bribe blinds the cyes of a person. (b) It twists the words of the
righteous.

2. It means that a person is aware of the evil that is going on, but because.
he-has been given a bribe he will ignore it and keep quiet. Nothing will
be pul right.

3. An honest peraon fslls into temptation because of acﬂnptmg a huh:. Hﬁ
no longer speaks the truth.

4. You have your answer.

5. You have your answer.

6. He judges the canse of the people in rightcousness.

7. Accepting bribes and acting justly. :

8. They sought dishonest gain, accepted bribes and pmrcmd justice. .

gg,H;g asked if he had taken anything from anyone falsely: . ]

1

11. Taking someone else's animal, cheating, oppression and ameptmg
bribes.

12. They ?ﬁ godless, they love bribes, they conceive tmub{r: and g,wchuth
i evi

13. We should act justly and live in contentment.

14. So that we may live and possess the land.

13. The amount of bribery in our country prevents us from [iving well,
improving and possessing the land.

i6. Trouble.

17. You have your answer.

18. If you want to live, then don’t accept bribes.

15. In the opinion of the world, you must accept bribes if you want to be
bappy in life. But the Bible says that if you accept hribes you will not be

at pease.

DISCUSSION

What kind of trouble does accepting bribes cause us in Nigeria? What kind
of trouble does accepting bribes cause us in the church?

WEEK §: MAN AND HIS WEALTH:
ACCEPTING BRIBES AND GIVING LOANS

DAY 4: BIBLE TEACHING ABOUT ACCEPTING BRIBES (Part 2)
We will continue today with the subject of accepting bribes.

Proverbs 294 - B}uu&ﬁneakhggi}wamwumbihq bust one who is greedy
Jor Brides tears it down. :

1. The Bible teaches us tha:wr.mus;t uhc;.rnur rulers. But what about thosc
rulers who aceept bribes? -

(a)Should we nbey them?

{b) Write down the reason fni"f}rnpr ai:swer.

2. According 10 this verse, ﬁhatwﬂlakmgwhnampmmwmmm
country?

3. If you know of & king o ruler who accepted bribes, explain what kind of
damage he did in his work.

4. What did the community do about this matter? Did they ignore him or
not?

Isaiah 1:23 . Your rulers are rebels, wqm they all ows beiber
and chase qfter gifis.
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5, What iz said about the mlers in this verse?

6, Why did they say this about them?

All of them loved bribes. We see from this versc that accepting bribes is
not a new thing in the workl. Nevertheless, the Lord still views it as very
unpleasant because of the damage it causes.

7. Have you ever heard church leaders openly calling rulers who accept
bribes “rebels” or "eompanions of thieves"?

8, If Christians were to call rulers by this name, mtmuld lha}' say -about
him?

Truly, only with great difficulty could Christians say of their rulers "ebels”
or “companions of thisves". Bminthumthﬂpmphﬁhmah, msplrcdby
the Holy Spirit, called them by the name they deserved.

9. Why don't Christians today follow Isaiah’s example?

Exekiel 22:12 - In you, ween accept bribes fo shed blood; you teke usury and
excessive inferest and maie mmﬁuﬁumwndgﬁhnﬁ;m Ard
mhwﬁm“,mmwm

10. In this verse, what else Is linked to aceepting bribes?

11. What does this verse tell us about the relationship between those who
acoept bribes and the Lord?

Yes, they had forgotten the Lord. They had not forgotien that he existed,
rather they had forgotten hhis truth and his power to meet the needs of his
people. Ihcyhrgutabmthuangermtbmwhumpthn‘bm They
forgot his power and his la-ws.

12. What kind of lhjngs did those who accepted bribes forget about God?

Amos 5112 - For I know kow many are your offenses and how greot your sing.
You oppress the rightenus” and take bribes and you deprive the poar of justice in
the couris.

13, Write down the three sins mentioned in this verse.
(a}
(b)
© - i
MNote carefully, how the Lord calls these actions "great sins". But we do not

regard them as evil, inste.ad we link: Ihcm with religious activity and say that
it does not matter, i

Read and study Amos 5:!1-25
14. Write down briefly what t_lm— passage is saying.

The prophet Amos said that all our religious affairs are very unpleasani to
the Lord unless they arg linked to acts of justicc and rightcousncss.
Nevertheless, Christians are.in the habit of inviting those who accept bribes
and similar people to their fund raiking occasions end we even offer them
the best seats. But beware, the Lord despises this kind of money. Some
churches will not accept mopey given by those with two wives or from those
who have committed adultery. But they are pleased to accept moncy from
those who take bribes! How is this? As well as giving us prohibitions, the
Lord also taught us asbout the kind of behaviour that should be found in
Christians.

Galatians 5:22-23 - Bur the fruir of the Spirit s love, joy, peace, patiemce,
brdness, goodness, foithfulness, genileness and seff confrol.

15. List the kind of characteristics which are more suitable than accepting
bribes.

mnnmwhupmthmguodchamunmmm practicc will mot accept
bribes. Imtqad will rely on what God does for him.
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ANSWERS

1. Write your opinion. God willing, in a few days, we shall discuss this
further.

2, He will tear it down.

3. You have your answer.

4. Wou have your answer.

3, They are called, ‘rebels’ and ‘companions of thieves'.

6. Becguse they loved bribes.

7.1 hope you have, but ir's very unlikely.

B. They would say he is a troublemaker.

2. Bocause we are afraid. If you know any other reason, wrile it down.

10, Shedding blood, excessive interesl on loans apd extortjon of Ilmghbdurs

11. They have forgotten him. :

12, They forgot his anger and his laws.

13. (a) Oppress the righteous. (b) Take bribes. (c) Depnw: ihe. poor uf
1u3|.i££-

14. Toe Lord will not accept our religious acts unless we seek ]usum and
righteouspess,

13, You will not find these characteristics among those who aceept bribés:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, fafthfifloess, gentleness
nnd selfcontrol. e

DISCUSSION

Meantion three things that you yourselves ought to do about the pml‘:rln:m of
sccepting bribes, Give your advice on what the church uught to dn about
this problem.
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WEEK 5: MAN AND HIS WEALTH:
ACCEFTING BRIBES AND GIVING LOANS

DAY 3: LOANS - HELFING THE POOR (Part 1)

in weeks 3 and 4 we discussed the importance of work according to the
Bible. We learn: that we are not wnrking in the world simply to enjoy
ourselves ar to glorify ourselves, but in order to glorify the Lord and rule in

-4d .

the world. After that, we studied wealth and s dangers. We saw how
easily wealth can trap a man so that he forgets about God and the welfare
of his neighbour completely. Next we saw the arrogance of the man who
accepts bribes. We saw the reason why the Lord forbids ds from taking

bribes.
1, Why does the- Bible forbid the taking of bribes?

Now we shall discuss what the Bible teaches about giving loans. Such is
man’s character that if a person sccumulates riches, he will use these riches
to make even inore wealth. Man is never satisfied with what he has.
Wealth is like beer, if you taste a little, you will want more, Because of
this, if a poor person secks a loan from 'a wealthy person, the rich man will
be hap;:sjr to give him the logn but with interest added on. The poor
person's uwdbemmesgainmmﬁmhman The fall of ons s the rise of
another. Truly, this is not wirat ihc Bible teaches.

Heggai 2:8 _”Thﬂsiﬁrerirmm._uﬂdtﬁagdduminﬂ", declares the Lard
Almighiy.

Deuteronomy 8:18 - Burrmwmberm mejauri}ad' Jor it is ke who gives
you the ability to produce wéalth. ..

2. Why does the Lord have power over our wealth?

The Lord has power over how we use our wealth. He gave us wealth that
we might serve him with it, not just enjoy curselves.

3, Why.did the Lord give some people wealth?

Psalm 11218 - Good will come vo Rim wiho is generous and lends freely.
Some rich people do not want to part witl their riches.

" 4, According to this verse, what will come to the man who lends fregly?

Psalm 37:25-26 - ... I have never seen the rightoous forsaken ... They wro
always generous and lend freely,
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5. According to this verse, what is the righteous man always doing?

Read and study Luke 6:34-36.

6. According to this passage, what is the difference between followers of
Christ and the rest of the world, regerding the giving of loans?

Psalm 15:1,5 - Lord, who may dwell In your sanctugry? ... who Ierds his
money without usury {intzrest).

We see in this Psalm the characteristics of those who would stand héfotc
the Lord. ; B :
7. What kind of loan does this kind of man give?

-

Head and study Exodns 22:25-27.
8. In these verses who are receiving loans?

9. Thesc verses forbid two things. What arc they?
(a)
(b))
10. Why did the Lord forbid these things?

Deuteronomy 24:6, 12, 17 - Do nof take a pair of millstores ... as sscurily for a
dabs, ... because that would be loking o man’s Bvelihood as securdly. ... If the
man Iz poar, do mot go to slesp with his pledge in your possession. ... Do ot ...
fake the cloak of the widow as a pledgs.

11. What is forbidden in these verses?

12. What pledge are ihese verses talking aboui?

In Leviticus 25, two festivals were established for the Israclites, One was
called the "Sabbath Year” and the other was called the "Year of Jubilee".

Read and study about these festivals in Leviticus 25:1-13.

Deuleronomy. 15:1-2 - Af the end of every seven years you must cancel debts.
This is low i is io be done: Every creditor shall cancel the loan he has made 1o
his fellow israelite. He shall not reguire payment from his fellow Israelite or
brother, bwause:ﬁahdkmﬁrmmﬂingdabhﬁmh;mgmddm.

13. What was to be done with the debts in the seventh year?

It is possible that a poor man would come, seeking a loan from someonc,
but because the seventh year was close, the person would not agree to the
loan. What should be dons? Did the Lord's plan bring problems for the
poor? The Lord knows the] héart of mah and his evil ways. Because of
this, he gave another law. i

Read and study Deuteronomy 15:9-10,
14. What sort of problem would arise, when the seventh year was close?

15. Why would some people refuge 1o give 4 loan?

16. What did the Lord say about this matter?

The Lord ceriainly gave us a strong law. For cxample, there is only one
year left before the seventh year. Your neighbour wants a loan from you.
If you give him the loan you will have to cancel it in a year's time.

17. Why do you think God gave this law?

But if is possible that one might suy, "Wasn't the loan my money? Dida't [
suffer in order to get it. What has this law to do with the Lord? Itis ag If

the Lord pave the poor permission to steall
18. What do you think about this point of view?




1. Because bribery is a form of oppression and prevents true justice.

2. Because all wealth is his and he gave it 1o us.

3. In order that they might serve God and people in need with it, not just
cnjoy themselves.

4. Good things will come.

5. He lcnds frocly.

6. The peoplc of the world give loans to those whom they expect will repay
them. But Christians should lend even though they know they may not
get it back.

7. He lends money without interest added on.

8. The poor and needy.

9. (a) Lending money with interest added on. (b) Kee.ping your nekghlg-nurs
cloak; which is his pledge or dcpaosit, with you mlf:rmghr i :

10. Because he is full of compassion.

11. Keeping a person’s pledge or deposit overnight if it affﬂcta f.h;:u'
livelihood or welfare. .

12. Those of the poor.

13. They were to be cancelled.

14. Some didn’t want to give loans.

15. Because they might not get it back.

16. He commanded them, nevertheless, to give s loan. If thcy d:dnt it
was counted as a sin.

17. Without this kind of law, dcbts would pile up on the poor to such an
extent that they would be trapped. So it was to prevent the burden
gelling too much for the poor. It meant that however deep i in debt &
persan had become, there was a way out in the seventh year.

18. Write your opinion. From the starl, all our wealth belongs to the Lord.,
He is the one who has authority over wealth more than us, _

DISCUSSION

1. What & the differsnce between the way we give loans today and the way
of the Old Testament?

2. Read your answer to quesiion IB. Count up the reasons why Christians
should naot think lfke that.

(b)

WEEK 6: (1) GIVING LOANS, (2) THE PURPOSE OF TRADING
DAY 1 LOANS; HELPING THE POOR (Part 2)

Today we shall continue with the subject of giving loans. Yeslerday we
discussed some important points, relating to loans.

1. Write down three of these points.

(2)

)
Certainly, the laws of the Lord in the Bible regarding piving loans are hard
0nes. i - ;

Read and study Ezekiel 13.5-8

In this passage, pledge and: mur},r BIc ilnkcd to certain sins.

2. List four sins which are linked to pledges and usury (interest).

3. According to this passage,e whml: of tht?.se zing is the more serious in the
Lord’s sight? ;

Read and study Ezeklel 18:10-18.

In this passage the subject of pledges and usury(interest) is also linked to
various sins. There is no difference between these sins, they are all equally

serious in God’s sight and very unpleasant to him.

Read and study Nebhemiah 5:1-12.

Al this time the people of Jerusalem were very hungry and they did not
have any money 10 pay their taxes.

Read and study Nehemlah 5:3-5.

4, In order to meet their needs, these pﬁop]ﬂ hagd to do four things. What
were they?

(a)
(&)




(e)
(d)
They came to Nehemiah with their complaint.

5, Why were they not able to do anythinp themselves about their problem?

These people were suffering greatly. They were unable to put things right,
because they had lost their possessions. A man without a housc and farm
of his own has noe security and so is powerless. These people were taken
over by the rich, as a result of having to borrow money and give pledges
and become slaves. The fall of ordinary people is the rise of the greatl- The
great do not want to help the ordinary people by giving them loans; but
only to make a profit for themsclves. i E 3

6. What sin.do the great commit?

Fead and study Mehemiah 5:7-11.
7. What did Neheminh say should be done? i

Read and study Nehemiak §:12.
8. What did the nobles and officisls promise to do?

We have seen that giving loans with interest wes forbidden.
Read and study Luke 19:16-19.-
9, In this passage, why are the servants praised?

As for the man who didn’t make & profit, liston to what his master said;

Luke 19:23 - "Why then didn't you put my money on deposlt, so that when [
came back, I could have collected it with interest?" ;

10. What did the servant do wrong?

“lm"

If Jesus had found the matter of interest very unpleasant, he would not
have used this exampic. Jesus Christ would never use sinful actions 1o teach

us the way to God’s kingdom.

11. What is the difference between the kind of “interest” used in these
verses and that of the Old Testament passages we studied?

The Lord docs not object to the general idea of interest where it relates 1o
raising business capital and trading. He objects w the rich making moncy
out of the sufferings of others. The needy should be helped without being
exploited. This idea is also taught in the Old Testament.

Deuteronomy 15:11 - ... be;openfiznded toward your brothers and toward the
Deuteronomy 23:24 - You may m;:ﬁwhw IRfErest e

12. What was the difference between the way you treated your brother and
a foreigoner? i

Why was this? Does the Bible atways distinguish like this? We are not
gaing to discuss the Bible teaching on ethnic origins here, that will come
later in week 9. But let us -explain what these verses mean: In
Deuteronomy 15:11 we are told to help ‘the ncedy whoever they may be.
The foreigner mentioned in-chapter 23 was a rich trader who came from
outside secking moncy. He was not & hungry person or an ordinary man.
The Bitle does not forbid us to give & loan with interest to a well off trader.
It tells us not to use the ordinary man to make curselves rich, but to help
him.

13, Explain the kind of loan which the Lord allows and the kind which he
forbids. .

—er

Yesterday agd' today we have been studying the subject of loans and
interest. We saw that expeciing intercst from a peedy man was very
unpleasant to the Lord, like any other sin. He said thal those who give
such loans will oot live., But what about church members today? Withoul
doubt we help -each otber in love. MNevertheless, we do not hear many
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scrmons on this subject, even less we hear of someone acting in this way,
being disciplined. Instead, it is these who have more than one wife or those
who commit adultery, who are disciplined.

14, Have you heard of a church disciplining a person for committing
adultery?

15. Have you heard of a church disciplining a person for giving a loan with
interest to a needy person?

Most churches do not do this. :
16. In your opinion why don't they do this? Beforc you answer, femember
how some Christians divide earthly and spiritual things. Is this one of the
reasons why they don't discipline these people? b :

1 Corinthians 12:26 - [f one part syffers, every part suffers with ity if one part
is horoved, every part rejoices with if. i ,
17. How does this verse concern today’s lesson? :

If Christians think about this verse, they will not easily make money but of
each other. : o

ANSWERS

1, Three of the following: (a) Our wealth belongs to the Lord. He has
authority over it. (b) It is forbidden to give a loan with interest to the
poor. (c) In the seventh year debts will be cancelled. (d) You are not
to keep a poor person’s pledge of a cloak, with you overnight.

2. For example: Eat food in pagan shrines. Worship idols. Slesp with
another man's wife. Oppress another person., Refuse (o return & pledge
when the loan has been repaid. :

3, They are equally serious in his sigh.

4. (a) Mortgage their fields and homes. (b) Borrow money. (c) Give their

sons and daughters io become slaves, (d) Lose their rights and become
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powerless.
5. They had no power, because their ficlds now belonged to others.

6. They exploit the needs of the poor to become rich. In other words, the
fall of one is the rise of another.

7. They should give back to the poor their fields and their houses.

B. They would give them back withoat asking for anything more.

9. Because they made a profit on the loan they were given,

10. He didn’t deposit his money in the bank where it would have gained
interest.

11. In this parable Jesus is talking about a loan made to raise business
capital. The vorscs in the Old Testament, on the other hand, are
talking about the exploitation of the needy when they seck a loan.

12. They were allowed to charge a foreigner interest on a loan.

13. The Lord forbids the giving of a loan with interest to a needy person,
but he allows the charging of intérest when the Inan is for business
purposes and the person is,not in necd. \

14. Write your opinion, Probably everybody has heard of this kind of
discipline. T i

15. Write your opinion. I certainly haven't heard of this.

16, It's possible that the main reason is the division people make between
earthly and spiritual things. -8o they don't follow the Bible's teaching on
money matters. T il

17. Instead of saying, the fall of on¢ is the rise of andther, we are o share
the suffering of the fallen and to help them.

DISCUSSION

1. If you are a pastor or lcader, knowing of someone who gives loans with
interest to those in need, what should you do? If you are not a leader,
what will you do? )

2. It is good to preach sermons on this subject, so that your people realise
that the Gospel concerns every part of our lives. Write an outline for such
a BETmon.,

Sdpdeddddabpdipihibshhstnan
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WEEK s: (1) GIVING LOANS, (2) THE PURPOSE OF TRADING
DAY 2: THE PURPOSE OF TRADING

On the 1oad south of Jos there is a village where they szll potatoes. [g
these difficult times reople try all kinds of tricks, There are those who fij]
the bottom of the dish with slones 50 that it doss not hold sg many
potatocs, Then there are others wha put the biggest potatoes on the tap.
Lhcre are many Christians among these traders, Ope day, a woman came
o buy potatoes from them.  When she saw how they tricked her, she
asked, "Are you Christians 7" Some szid they were. Then she asked them
another question, "Did Jesys leach you io do this?" Someone answered,
"Selling potatoes has nothing to do with Fesys,*

The traders sclling those potatoss are examples of those Christians who
separate their religion from their job.  They are Saying ‘that selling
potatoes, yams or maize has nothing to do with Jeeys, They. also say that
he has nothing to do with building work, office work, trading pr driving
taxis. They think that a man docs not need the ieaching of the. Bible to dy
his job, because he js doing it simply 10 earn his living, What is really
needed to do one's job is 1o be smart, ; .

1. Are these people right? Bxplain your answer,

2. Think about the principies relating 10 man and his neighbour in wesk 2,
In what ways did the potatoe sellers fail 1o follow _

{a) - the greatest commandmen:?

(b) - the value of man?

(c) - unity and fellowship?

3. To the man of the workd, what is the Purpcse of trading?

4. What is your understanding of the Purpose of trading?

Your answer to question 4 will show whether YOou supnort the world’s view
or not,

If we want to know the Purpose of trading from the Bible, let us remember
the meaning of all work.

3. What is the meaning of all work? Ir you have forgotien, look up Week
4, Day 2. -

e LA PO
Trading is work, Ag 8 1esult of this, ‘everything the Bible teaches us abaut
work also concerns trading, To g Christian, trading can be 5 way to serve
the Lord and ope’s neighbours.  If you |

market-or shop youy know the value of-4 market. Everything ¥you need can

can find cement, bicycle repairers cap fifid Spare parts, travellors can buy
food, farmers cap buy hoes, Where there are no traders everyone will

suffer. Traders set other workers free 1o get on with their jobs.

7. Is everyone free to become a trader? Thi:nk about the subject of gifts
which we studied in week 3, day1, - o

If God has given you the gift to trade, then do it; .tmt if not, then it is pot
his will for You to be a-trader, Therelore, vou should not be secking to be
a trader, :
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Figure 5; Fair Trude

9. 1 so, explain how this man heard the call.

i. the writer of this book have never heard anyone say he was called by the
Lord ta trade. It is not casy to hcar such a story.

10. Why don’t we hear of this kind of call?
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It is likely that most Christians view trading simply as a job to make money.
They do pot think that God calls a man to this kind of job. Because of this
we close cur ears, so that we do not hear the call,

11. How will we know that the Lord has called a person to trading?

We have learnt in this course that to the Christian the meaning of work is
not simply to make money. This is true of trading as well. The person who
trades simply to make money will not behave like a Christian should.

12. In your opinion, should a Christian make profit? Explain.

Read and study Proverb 31:10-3i. | ,

The story of the good wife. This'woman is praised because of her work.
Proverbs 31:16 - She considers n field and buys it; out of her earnings she
Plants a vineyard, S

Proverbs 3t:18 - She sees that her .Emd'ing is profitable ...

Proverbs 31:24 - She makes linen parments and sells them, and supplies the
merchants with sashes, - '

vaer’os;‘!l:‘.ﬂ-Gfmhr:&ewsﬁ&@um-mdlﬁﬁerwmwhg
her praise at the city gate. .~ ' i L0 e

13. Why is this woman praised?

14. Does she make a profit?

Even in the Bible a trader who makes an honest profit is praised.’ In every
work we do, we must gain some profit from it, but the profit is not the
most important reéeson fof the Christian trader. The reason for trading or
any other job-is to serve the Lord, although we shall profit from it as well.

Read and study 1 Corinthians 9:7-10,
15, Are we forbidden to profit from our work?
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' Noone becomes ai évangchst or ‘pastor 1o bocame nch ‘The wagés-of -

- these servants of God are not. much But lht-,:r needs shouId be. mcl thmugh
their work : :

" Read altd study 1 Corinthinns 9:13-14, X S S
16, What does this verse séjr about the wages of a c]]um_h.,__wmfk_ef?. L

17. Why 1s it‘_'.f-l'lﬁl;. t_rs':dci’s find it socasytucheat pﬁt}pltjil!?:--' L

If you put pmﬁt bcfu:e God and wur nelghbnnr,
cheat your community, . -

The work of trading has twich valuc i ;hc Kingdnm of Gﬂd bul’; om: must}'
kccp clc&s_e to the Lord in nrder to. vnn the v:ctory over: iemptat o :

_thcn you wﬂl begm to. .

,ANSWERS

1. You hmncyuuranm"":l
l(a)Thcydkdnotshﬁw
, thmr !‘cllm's ang

'3, To gct money
- 4, You:have: youf answe_r e
5. To rule the world accord :
- anpther, ' '

_ 6 'I‘hc market enablm cwsryone to ﬁnd lncally ]
7. No. noteverynue,nonlylhoseﬁadhasmﬂedandhehasgquthagiﬁ
- and- abilisy, EE i
8. You.have.your answeér,.. S
9!_You havqryqul;ianmn—' it RS

10 tha

al:they requlrc fbr theu' o

IDIE; 15 hm_aﬁg therefore
; Manymay think_.ﬂiat:only for':hm-eh works: ?
i b REi hIRE

I:tg mmeet ﬂiat nead. then it' ..

#35\.: ,5

1t It you see a need and have the | ah1

possible ihat-God & <calling you, -
12. You have your answer, - Pbsies. un
13, Becauss she is hard wnrking
14; Yw. e

I e L b e e e e Lt e B S e e L .
- 1

v C - T mege T

o B e R

Ty
S T

15 No, Pmﬁtlspartuf it.-

. 16. They should be paid by the church,

'-rorGodslaws

17, Because lhcy put pmﬁt abuve re!auﬂnshxpu with nthers and lhe cmwem

DISCUSSION -

From todays lesson discuss how traders can te helped ta undcrs:and the:;r
job from a Cmnstian pempacuvc. o o

tttii“.t‘.i‘...*lﬂ 0“"‘0‘

WEEK 6: (1) GIV]NG LOAHS (2)"1‘HE PEJRPOSE nm' mmNG

1. an ﬁhwn the threc meamngs.

(b) TR T S .
! T

* First let 1_13_ look =t the Sllbjﬂ:t of FRAUD (to gam money by tnckcry} m; |

tradmg

"i;lia'-re put pmﬁt ﬁrst“ "

: ays small aradem mmm*”‘t fraud, L
o . - 19?-2-



(a)
(b)

5. Write down Iwo ways big traders(for mmi;rlé those who sell cars) commit.

. Fraund. -
(a)
{b)

Yesterday we heard the siory of some small traders. We tested their
actions against’ the Iaws which affect all of man’s work, that is, the
- principles of the kingdom of God. The Bible speaks about the subject of
fraud. _ : R
Levitlcus 19:33-36 - "Do not use dishonest standards when measuring lengih,
W,wm.vmmmmm,mm' Lo o
- 6, How does this verse concern the potato sellers we mentiofiéd yesterday?

Read and study Deuteronomy 25:13-16, o
7. What does God forbid in these verses? o

8. It was not just that God forbad the use of two different medsures, what
didn’t God want? ' ' o

9. Why weren'’t they to keep twu different measures?

10. According 1o the workl’s wisdom, you will not make a profit unless you
uscadishbn&stm&asumButwhatdothucvﬁmsay?_ :

Husen 12:7 - The merchant uses dishonest scales; he loves to defrand.
11. What does the one who uses dishonest scales Jove? '

Proverbs 11:1 - The Lord abhors dishonest scales, but accurate welghts e his
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In the church there are those who have become important through the use
of dishonest scales. Sometimes church members honour this kind of -
people, especially at gatherings to raise money for the church. They will be
givea the best seats in front of everyone,

12. But what will God do 1o these people?

Micah 6:10-16. | _ .
The Lord shows how he will punish those who use dishonest scales.
13. Write down four kin_:'ds_off]iunishnjcnt mentioned in these verscs.
(a) B

(d). o '

Certainly these verses show us clearly. that cheating by vsing dishonest scales
is very detestable to the Lord, Thergfore, we Christians must not treat this
lightly. o o

14. What should a Christiarr do about someone who is cheating people in

15. Have you heard o