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African
students
In Amerif

N 1774 even before the be~
inning of the American
Revolution, two sailors from
the Gold Coast, Bristol
Yamma and John Quamine,
enrolled at the College of
New Jersey, the predecessor
of Princeton University.
These men were not only
the first Africans to enroll in
an institution of higher edu-
cation in what would become
the United States, but the
first of any students of Afri-
can descent. Although most

Nyabongo — led the way
through their leadership in
the African Student Union
(ASU).

Following advice and as-
sistance from Npamdi
Azikiwe, fourteen promising

“young West Africans went |

to the United States for uni-  #28

versity education in the
1930s. These men, including
| Ghana’s Kwame Nkrumah
| and Nigeria’s K. Mbadiwe,
allied with the two Ugandans
from the ASU to further the

eStudents at Yale University &
—longer exists, African stu. -

[ dents in the Uniwt!tates
. have continued to organize.

that so many of them are
in the top universities in the

' governance, and technology
United States.

Some of the featured speak-
ers were Naomi Tutu, the -

S

Africans who went abroad for | cause of African student ac- | As.a sign that the trend has Hosted jointly by the Af- gaughter of Archbishop toR ‘that
i i izati cess to

education went to Burope, an | tivism in the United States by | carried on; over the Easter Tican students organizations Tutu, Professor Mark

increasing number began fol- | founding the African Stu- | weekend nearly 200 African :: N“‘:““TIU':{:“S“Y% Chijioke, former Dean of En- o

lowing the footsteps of | dents Association (ASA) in | students gathered in Boston Massachusetts Institute of  gineering at the University of | dants

Yameus and Quamine to the = 1941. The associatio)n's for the ﬁgfth annual confer- j'fechaolegy%ueskymh Nigeria, and Oby Ezekwesili | opporwn;‘!;o::‘a “;‘:nuine

United States. | 8oals were to interprete Af- | ence of the International Af- lege, andHarvard University, of Transparency Interna- | e"l“"s“m contribute_to

In the 1900s, the trickle be- | rica to Americans, and to | rican Students Association the theme of IASA 2000 was  tional. | desire to CODTTIOTZ.

came a flood. As the number  work for the continent’s com- |- (IASA). “The Youth as a Vehicle for Although students from change back home as well nlzs

of ‘African students in-the - plete economic and political As was evident, the goals Progress in the 21* “Century; ‘f Kenya, Nigeria, and Ghana | a frustration of how to really

United States increased, freedom. of African students in the Forging Links Towards: @B dominated the event, there do that. e

some began to see a need for Nearly fifty years and | United States has not Affican Renaissance.” were students in attendance |  James Mbugua,; zsi-
' closer coordination between. several generations of Afri- | changed much since the T  Ihe conference included —from accoss. the-continent | who is P”“““!Aﬁ:‘z‘Sm_

them. In the 1920, two re-  can students have passed | 1940s. Instead, the biggest P2Rels on youth activism, | -who.are.now studying in uni~ = dent of the Yale g 7

markable Ugandans — Emest. since the founding of ASA.  changes are not only their cPtrépreneurship, social ‘ ersities and colleges dents  Associa L

Kalibala  and . Akiki Although ASA itself no | sheer numbers, but the fact transformation, healthcare, ighout United = pressed this frustrati



he challenged Naomi Tutu
saying, “You and others
keep saying that we are the
_great hope for Africa’s future,
yet you never tell us how ex-
actly we can: contribute.

What are we luppo;ed to’

| do?”
[ Although ° the questxon
was never properly an-

|| swered, atthe end of the con-

ference following a fabulous
‘cultural show, there was a
sense of general optimism
and that the conference had
been worth the effort of the
organizers and participants.
Saratu Nafziger, a student at
Boston University who hails
from Jos, commented,

“This conference brought
people together to remind us
of why we are here and to
help us refocus our goals to-

ute to the African continent.”
Folarin Oke, formerly of
Obafemi Awolowo Univer-
sity, Ife, came all the way from

’wards how we can contrib-

| his present base at Calvin

College in Michigan for the
conference. He was very im-
pressed by the organization
of the conference and said,
“It was. inspiring to be
around so many African stu-
dents and see that we share
a common vision.”

| youth

From the perspective of
the organizers, it was also a
success. These young men

~ and women and their good

effort are further proof of the
great potential of African
abroad. Chinezi

Chljloke of the Harvard Afri-
can Students Association

| said, “It has &een exciting to

see it all come together and
to observe the spirited dis-
cussions through which
eyeryone was challenged.”
Nneoma Nwogu, one of
the organizers o« from
Welleslcy College and a tal-
ented young Nigerian poet,

(- added, “A lot of people puta.
; Tot of work in and it came out

vetywell It was pot about
st uliumtodo

f specxﬁctlnngs,ttwasam

~them inspiring us in our own

' varied ways. We learned that
-it does not matter who you

are — we can all contribute to
frlca'”
Kemi Ogunjimi, a veteran

| of such conferences and the
‘ present chair of the IASA

steering committee, thanked
. all those involved for their
hard work. Exhausted after all
| the efforts put in to the con-
ference, but inspired for the
| future, she commented, “The

difference between this and
past conferences is that peo-
ple now seem more hungry
for real change.”

The desire of African stu-
dents abroad to contribute in -
various ways back home re-
mains strong. Although they
are frustrated by the lack of
direction, they are still dedi-
cated to finding opportuni-
ties to return home and put
their education to good use.
Nigeria can certainly only
benefit from the energy and
experiences of all her talented
sons and daughters pres-
ently abroad.

Hopefully opportunities
for them will be found in both
the private and public sector
to enable them contribute to
the fullest of their capacities.






