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VIEWPOINT

'ALE University, where I
am presently pursuing a
Ph.D. in African History, is
one of the most renowned
universities in the United
States and is held in high es-

Perspctives of a Nigerian-American

teem around the world. Ni-
gerians are well represented
at Yale, not only as under-
graduates, but also as stu-
dents in various graduate
and professional programs.

This article is a brief intro-
duction of a cross section of
Nigerian students at Yale
University. My hope is that
such an introduction will of-
fer a window into the diverse
backgrounds, lives, and per-
spectives of up and coming
young Nigerian men and
women who hope to one day
make a contribution to their
country.

Lola Ogunkoya spent
most of her upbringing in
Lagos, but attended second-
ary school at F.G.G.C.
Sagamu. Lola is now at Yale
studying Computer Science,
a field in which she hopes she

will one day be able to be of service to Ni-
geria.

Eyi Tuakli-Wosornu and her twin sister
Yetsa grew up in Brookline, Massachusetts
and attended the elite secondary school
Milton Academy before coming to Yale to
pursue an undergraduate degree. Although
she does not have immediate plans to live or
work in Nigeria, Eyi is committed to follow-
ing her mother’s example of raising children
who know and love. the rich heritage of the
country from whence they came.

Adesuwa Ighodaro grew up partly in
Benin City where she attended Word of Faith
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College and partly in the United States. She
is studying Political Science at Yale, but plans
to go to medical school after completion of
her undergraduate degree. Adesuwa, who
served as the secretary of the Yale African
Students Association for three years, is op-
timistic about Nigeria’s future, and hopes to
one day contribute either in the academic
sector or in the formation of national health
policies.

Kristina Weaver only lived in Nigeria for
three years while her father was working with
the United States embassy in Lagos, but the
experience was so positive that she contin-
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ues to hold a strong affinity to Nigeria. A
young woman with a very activist orienta-
tion, she hopes to one day write about the
Western misconceptions of Africa and work
toward creatively addressing the problem.

Then there is Nneka Onyezia. Nneka grew
up in Chicago, Illinois, but remains very ori-
ented towards Nigeria. A student with a wide
variety of interests, she hopes to contribute
to Nigeria both by helping to uplift her rela-
tives living in Nigeria as well as by serving
as an ambassador or as an economic expert
focusing on how to improve the economic
situation of Nigeria.

Her namesake, Nneka Mobisson, formerly
of F.G.C. Enugu and MIT, is now a medical
student at Yale’s prestigious medical school.
She feels that the Nigerian government is fi-
nally making a concerted effort to address
the HIV/AIDS problem and hopes that some
of the policies and programs being devel-
oped to address this specific issue will also
target the larger problems of health care in
Nigeria.

Nneka is not one to just talk about prob-
lems without doing anything herself and
plans to contribute to improving Nigeria’s
healthcare system. In fact, her very reason
for going to medical school is because of her
passion for Nigeria. Ministry of Health,
please take note.

Louis Ifeguni is within a month of com-
pleting his MBA atYale’s School of Manage-
ment. Hailing from Ndokwa LGA of Delta
State, Louis attended Jibril Martins Memo-
rial Grammar School and the University of
Lagos. He plans to contribute to Nigeria both
through his own scholarship fund for Nige-
rian students as well as by establishing and
running businesses within Nigeria that offer
world class professional work experience.

One of Ifeguni’s colleagues at the Yale
School of Management is Kevin Boer, my
senior brother. Kevin attended Baissa Primary
School, Taraba State and Hillcrest School Jos,
before receiving his first degree at Calvin

College in Michigan. After eight years of
working in Southern Africa, he returned to
the United States to pursue an MBA. He
hopes to one day give back to the country in
which he was raised through business con-
sulting, information technology develop-
ment, and financial investment.

Ikenna Emehelu is a law student at the
world renowned Yale Law School, continu-
ally rated as the best law school in the United
States. Ikenna grew up in Enugu and studied
at University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus, be-
fore finishing his first degree at the Univer-
sity of Bridgeport in Connecticut, USA.

In spite of being at such an elite institu-
tion, Ikenna, who was recently elected as
graduate president of the Yale African Stu-
dents Association, remains down to earth
and committed to Nigeria. When asked if he
hoped to one day return to Nigeria, he ex-
claimed, “I be Naijaboy through and
through! I must come home one day.”

Last, but certainly not least, Oghenovo
Obrimah was born in Ibadan where he at-
tended primary school and university. His
secondary school, however, was F.G.C.
Odogbolu, Ogun State.

He is now a graduate student in Econom-
ics at Yale University. Oghenovo feels that
the new democratic government in Nigeria is
a chance for Nigerians to build an enduring
democracy and consequently create the kind
of economy and prosperity that the average
Nigerian deserves. He hopes to one day use
his finance expertise to help build an effec-
tive and efficient financial services sector in
the Nigerian economy.

Through the lives, experiences, hopes,
and dreams of these ten Nigerians attending
one of the world’s great universities, one can
see once again how rich Nigeria is in terms of
human resources and potential.

These are just a handful of the thousands
of young Nigerians now abroad who dream
of one day going back to the country they
love. I hope that their general optimism to-
wards developments back home will be con-
tinually justified so that the opportunities for
them to contribute meaningfully in future will
grow larger every day.




