Nigeria’s Decades of Blood
1980-2002

VOLUME I

STUDIES IN CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM RELATIONS



SOME OQTHER B00KS WRITTEN OR EDITED BY
DRr. JAN H. BoEr

The Prophet Moses for Today

Abraham Kuyper: You Can Do Greater Things than Christ
(trans / ed.)

Science Without Faith Is Dead
(Under same cover with above)

Wholistic Health Care (Co-editor: Dr. Dennis Ityavyar)
Vol. 1: Medical and Religious Dimensions
Vol. 2: Social and Political Dimensions
Wholistic Health Care Of, For and By the People

Caughr in the Middle: Christians
in Transnational Corporations

The Church and the External Debt (edited)
Missions: Heralds of Capitalism or Christ?

Missionary Messengers of Liberation in a Colonial Context

For more details, see his Web site:

www.Social Theology.com



NIGERIA'S
DECADES

0F BLOOO
I L C

PUBLISHING

Belleville, Ontario, Canada



Nigeria’s Decades of Blood 1980-2002
Copyright © 2003, Jan H. Boer

All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any
means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording or any other—
except for brief quotations in printed reviews, without the
prior permission of the author. This restriction does not apply to the
authors and publishers of the quoted material.

National Library of Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Boer, Jan Harm
Nigeria's decades of blood, 1980-2002 / Jan H. Boer.

(Studies in Christian-Muslim relations ; #1)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 1-55306-581-6.—ISBN 1-55306-583-2 (LSI ed.)

1. Riots—Nigeria—History—20th century. 2. Nigeria—
Religion—20th century. 3. Religion and politics—Nigeria—
History—20th century. 4. Violence—Nigeria—History—20th century.
5. Violence—Religious aspects—History—20th century. 6. Islam—
Relations—Christianity. 7. Christianity and other religions—Islam. 8.
Nigeria—Politics and government—1960- 1. Title. II. Series: Boer,
Jan Harm. Studies in Christion-Muslim relations ; v. 1.

BL2470.N5B63 2003 261.2"7'09669 C2003-902372-9

For more information, please contact the author at:

E-mail: Boerjf@hotmail.com
Web site: www.SocialTheology.com

Essence Publishing is a Christian Book Publisher dedicated to further-
ing the work of Christ through the written word. For more information,
contact:
20 Hanna Court, Belleville, Ontario, Canada K8P 5J2.
Phone: 1-800-238-6376 ¢ Fax: (613) 962-3055.
E-mail: publishing @essencegroup.com
Internet: www.essencegroup.com



DEDICATION

This entire series is dedicated to two people
who have contributed profoundly to the perspectives
that have given shape to it.

The first and most special person is the late
Professor of Philosophy

DR. H. EVAN RUNNER

of Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA.
Professor Runner, I thank you! You have given me
what I and Nigeria both needed.

The second dedication is to the woman
whose support throughout this project has been
beyond description:

FRANCES ANN PRINS-BOER

Famke, you and your patience, help and support
are amazing! Thank you!






TABLE OF CONTENTS

Abbreviations .. .... ... ... 9

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

The Nigerian Condition. . ... ... ... ..ccccciiuiinn... 11
Christian-Muslim Relations . ......................... 14
A Kuyperian Perspective . . .. ....... ... ... ....... 16
Parameters and Spirit of Discussion . . . ............ ... ... 24
Format Details ... ...... ... .. . . . ... 27

CHAPTER 2: THE STANDOFF

Introduction to the Riots. . .. ................cccc.... 33
Types of Riots and Organization . . ..................... 37
The Riots . ... ... e 38
1. Maitatsine Series ... ......... ... .. .. i 38

2. Kano Series . ...... ... . . . 39
A.Kano, 1982. . ... ... ... 39
B.Kano, 1991. . ... .. . 41
C.Kano, 1995. . . oo 46
3.Kaduna Series .. ........ ... ... ... ... 50

A. Kafanchan, 1987 . ... . ... i 50



B. Zangon-Kataf, 1992 ....... ... ... ... ... ... 55

C. Kaduna City, 2000 . .. ..., 63

4. Katsina, 1991. .. ... ... 79

5.BauchiSeries . ......... ... .. ... . . 82

A. Tafawa Balewa, 1991 .. .................... 82

B. Tafawa Balewa, 1994 . ... ...... .. ... . ..... 83

C. Tafawa Balewa, 2000 and Beyond . ........... 89

6. Potiskum, 1994 . . . ... ... .. ... .. 89

7.Plateau Series. . . . ..o 92

AJos, 1994, ..o 92

B. Jos and Plateau State, 2001 and Beyond . .. ... .. 93

8. Borno-Maiduguri, 1998 ... ....... ... .. .. ... 95

Concluding Remarks . .. ........ ... .. ... ... ... ... 96
APPENDICES

1.

Press Statement, Ahmadu Bello University Lecturers,
1987: “The Violent Politics of Religion and the Survival
of Nigeria.” ... ... 107

. Chief Daniel Gowon, 1987: “Submission to the Kaduna

State Commission of Enquiry into the Recent Disturbances

in Kaduna State.” . ... ... ... ... . . 112
. Yusuf Gwadah, 2000: “Death and Destruction at

Baptist Seminary, Kaduna, in 2000.”. .. ............. 114
. Bala Abdullahi and Kayode Kolade, 2000: “Kaduna’s Killing

Flelds.”. ..o 120
. Onimisi Alao, 2000: “Escalation of Rage.”. .. ......... 130

6. Umar Sanda, 2000: “Avoidable Carnage in Kaduna.” . ... 134



ABBREVIATIONS

ABU
CAN
CC
COCIN
CRK
ECWA
EYN

JETS
JNI

MM
MSS

NIPSS
NN
NS
TC

Ahmadu Bello University

Christian Association of Nigeria

Christian Courier

Church of Christ in Nigeria

Christian Religious Knowledge (a school subject)
Evangelical Churches of West Africa

Ekklesiyar ‘Yan'uwan Nijeriya

(Church of the Brethren of Nigeria)

Jos Ecwa Theological Seminary

Jama’atul Nasril Islam (Muslim umbrella organization)
Missionary Monthly

Muslim Student Society

Naira, the Nigerian currency

National Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies
New Nigerian

Nigeria Standard

Today’s Challenge
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